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Champions again 


He’s done it. By finishing fourth in last Sunday’s US Grand 
Prix, Niki Lauda put the World Championship title beyond 
anyone else’s reach. There was no attempt to close the issue 
with a flat-out, triumphant drive. He needed just one point and 
drove for a finish in the top six, nothing more. 

Two years ago, the Austrian went all out for a win in America 
(having already won the title) because, he said, he wanted to 
end a triumphant season in triumphant style. He did just that. 
But the Lauda of today is a different man. He has always been a 
thinking racing driver but now there is an almost alarming . 
degree of calculation in everything he does on the track. There 
is no evidence of passion in his driving, but instead a relentless, 
cold determination which, day in, day out, adds up to more. 

Our admiration for Niki Lauda is virtually unbounded. After 
all that has been written on the subject, it is merely repetitive to 
talk of his quite fantastic return to racing—and success—after 
the horror of the Niirburgring just fourteen months ago. After 
enduring 800deg for almost a minute, it would have been 
understandable—even logical—for Lauda to have turned his 
back on motor racing for good and all. Yet he was able to 
rationalise his accident, confident that it had been no fault of 
his, will himself to an astonishingly swift recovery, and return to 
further days of glory. 

While we do not share this commonly held view that Sefac 
Ferrari is in for a calamitous time now that Lauda is gone, there 
is little doubt that the Italian team will be a far less potent force 
without him. Not since the days of Alberto Ascari has the team 
enjoyed such sustained success as it had during Niki’s four years 
at Maranello. It has been the result not so much of pure driving 
ability (which Lauda has in plenty) as of his ceaseless drive and 
energy, all of it directed at improving the car. 

This year’s title has been won on consistency more than 
anything else. Only in Argentina and Sweden (where he 
retired), and Spain (where he did not start), has Lauda failed to 
score points, a remarkable testimony to the mechanical strength 
of the Ferrari, and a record which speaks volumes for the skills 
of Ermanno Cuoghi, who will now join Lauda at Brabham. 

Ferrari have now won the Constructors Championship for 
three successive seasons, and our congratulations go out to 
them. Not once this season has a 312T2 failed to finish in the 
points. Can they achieve that sort of success in 1978? And can 
Lauda bend the Brabham to his will as he did at Ferrari? No 
one knows the answers yet. What is clear is that one of the 
greatest car-driver combinations of all time is at an end, and we 
salute them both. 


cover picture 


Top: While Andy Dawson (pictured) calmly collected the laurels 
on last weekend’s RAC championship Lindisfarne Rally, both the 
principal protagonists in the series, Russell Brookes and Pentti 
Alrikkala, suffered a variety of problems. The result Is that, while 
Ford won the rally, Vauxhall now lead the national rally cham- 
plonship. Our report starts on page 31. Photo: Hugh Bishop. 


Bottom: Guy Edwards went to Snetterton last weekend with a 
slender chance of beating Tony Trimmer to the ShellSport Group 
8 title but, after qualifying his March 751 on the pole, he retired 
and left the Surtees driver to clinch the champlonship as he liked. 
Report: page 39. 


next week 


Gilles Villeneuve makes his Grand Prix debut for Ferrari on his 
home circult at Mosport Park—Flat’s challenge to Ford In the 
World Rally Championship event at San Remo—Group 5 at 
Hockenhelm—Private Ear—Full report of the unique Bathurst 
saloon race, and Gerry Marshall's own impressions—Kickstart.* 


These items were correct at the time of going to press. 
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pit & paddock 


Villeneuve talks 
of Ferrari plans 


“Well, of course I’m absolutely delight- 
ed’’, said Gilles Villeneuve, talking of 
his move to Ferrari. The young French- 
Canadian was at Watkins. Glen to spee- 
tate, and naturally enough spent most 
of his time in the Ferrari pit. 

“Yes, I would love to have driven 
here, but, you know, I have plenty of 
time”’, he said. smiling broadly. 

“J am going to drive a Ferrari next 
week at Mosport Park in my home 
Grand Prix, and they have also entered 
a car for me in the Japanese Grand 
Prix.” 

For Gilles, these past few weeks have 
been nervous ones. With the names of 
Andretti and Scheckter being men- 
tioned as possible Ferrari drivers, Vil- 
leneuve was well aware that he was not 
the team’s first choice. “Of course that 


is true, but there is no disgrace in being 
behind those two, right?” 


Villeneuve tries on a 312T2. 
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Villeneuve’s Ferrari contract is for 
one year only. There have been many 
rumours recently that McLaren Racing 
were willing to release him from his 
contract with them, but for next year 
only. ‘‘No, that is not right. In fact, 
McLaren have released me completely. 
They have been very good about it. In 
fact, they signed Tambay a long time 
ago, in August, and they notified me 
immediately.” Had he spoken to any 
other teams? ‘Well, I spoke with Tyr- 
rell briefly, and also there was a possi- 
bility that Wolf would run a second car 
for me. I have been driving Chris 
Amon’s Wolf CanAm car, you know, 
and J asked him for advice. He said if I 
had any chance to go to Ferrari, I 
should take it. Mario Andretti finally 
decided to stay with Lotus four days 
after the Italian Grand Prix, and told 
Ferrari of his decision. Immediately, 
they called me to offer me the drive and 
I signed my contract in Maranello last 
Tuesday.” 

While Amon was in England last 
week, he talked about Vi!‘eneuve. “‘He 
has tremendous natural talent, and un- 
limited enthusiasm. At the moment he 
spins a lot, but this is only a matter of 
finding his limits. His car control is 
amazing, and I think he is a tremen- 
dously brave driver.” 

Villeneuve suid that he expected to 
start testing at Fiorano at the beginning 
of November, adding that the 312T3 
would be ready to run in six weeks’ 
time. 

Eddie Cheever’s future with Ferrari 
looks a little uncertain. “I don’t believe 
he will be racing the Fl car’, said 
Villeneuve. “As far as I know, the plan 
is to run just two cars, for Reutemann 
and me. Cheever, I think, has been 
employed more for F2 races.” 

Finally, would Villeneuve live in Eur- 
ope now, or continue, like Andretti, to 
live on the other side of the Atlantic? “I 
will live in Europe, probably in 
Cannes.” 


FA CA warning to 
the CSI hierarchy 


The Formula 1 Constructors Associ- 
ation issued a statement at Watkins 
Glen on Sunday. The overall message 
contained therein is not altogether 
clear, but basically it appears to be 
saying ‘watch it’ to the CSI—or to 
certain members of that august body. 

The statement begins by congratulat- 
ing Niki Lauda and Ferrari on their 
respective victories in the World Cham- 
pionship and Constructors Champion- 
ship, and goes on to say that the sport 
has never been more healthy, that the 
legal controversies so prevalent in 1976 
are now a thing of the past etc. The 
safety aspects of the sport have been 
improved, and the technical regulations 
have been rewritten so as to eliminate 
ambiguities and so on, which could 
have been a source of strife in the 
future. So all that is good, and much of 
the credit, says the statement, must go 
to the CSI ‘and its able President, 
Pierre Ugeux’. All very cosy. 

BUT. The release goes on to say that 
‘a sport in full growth must not be 
subjected. . . .to attacks from within’, 
a reference to the recent activities of 
Jean-Marie Ballestre, who delivered a 
swingeing verbal attack on Bernie Ec- 
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* clestone and the F1CA during the CSI 
Press Conference at Monza. M. Bal- 
lestre, the statement continues, has 
proposed that the CSI should be split 
off from its parent body, the FIA. ‘We, 
on the other hand, wish to stay within 
the CSI and pursue our sporting inter- 
ests in peace’, counters the F1CA, 
somewhat piously. The association feels 
that Ballestre’s ideas would undermine 
the sport’s governing body, and say that 
they have no wish to become involved 
in another expensive war which will 
cost every part of motor racing more 
than it can afford. 


The last paragraph lays it on the line. 
‘The Association is dedicated to the 
professional interests of the sport as a 
whole and not to any single interest or 
any special national or personal set of 
interests, but if it is threatened, we may 
be left with no choice but to break away 
and run our own affairs, together with 
those who share our professional sporting 
interests. We hope that this will never 
come to pass and that the CSI will 
overwhelmingly reject any campaign to 
divide and conquer the sport.’ The 
italics, by the way, are ours. 


Ronnie—back to Lotus? 


Ronnie at 
the Glen 


While speculation continues about 
Ronnie Peterson’s future in Grand Prix 
racing, the Swede had a very eventful 
race on Sunday. Early in the race, while 
running in:the top six or seven, Ron- 
nie’s Tyrrell hit Nilsson’s JPS, knocking 
Gunnar into the guardrail. 

Nilsson’s right hand was hurt in the 
accident and he was very annoyed with 
his fellow-countryman afterwards. ‘I 
can’t understand it. He says he didn’t 
see me but I was ahead of him! My 
hand hurts like hell. It’s very swollen 
but I don’t think anything is broken.” 
Laffite also reported having a lot of 
trouble getting past Peterson. ‘He 
moved over on me several times when I 
was trying to get by. He was holding me 
up very badly.” 

It seems likely that Peterson will 
drive next year for JPS, with private 
sponsorship. In practice, Max Mosley 
described Ronnie as ‘the most expen- 
sive rentadriver in history!’ 


Mario is 
adamant 


Mario Andretti has made it plain that if 
Ronnie Peterson is to be his team-mate 
at John Player Team Lotus, then the 
Swede is to be officially the number two 
driver. There is no question of two 
number one drivers, a practice Lotus 
have tried unsuccessfully in the past. 
Andretti insists that the status of each 
man is to be made clear in their 
contracts. 


Loos buys 
two 935-77s 


Wealthy German sports car privateer 
Georg Loos has sold both his German 
Group 5 series-winning Porsche 935s 
(one to another German team and one 
to Italy), and has placed an order for 
two of Porsche’s new batch of factory- 
built 1978 G5 cars. 

Loos confirmed at the Niirburgring 
last weekend that the new Porsche 
‘customer’ cars would be twin-turbo- 
charged machines based on this year’s 
Martini-sponsored works 935-77. 

The Kéin-based Loos team will again 
contest both the German national series 
and the World Championship of 
Makes. 


edited by Nigel Roebuck 


No Lauda 
at Mosport 


Niki Lauda will almost certainly not 
take part in Sunday’s Canadian Grand 
Prix. The race, of course, takes place at 
Mosport Park, a circuit Lauda dislikes 
on safety grounds. As well as that, he 
has, of course, clinched the World 
Championship, and is probably not 
keen to spend any more time with 
Ferrari people than is absolutely 
necessary. 

In a radio interview after the race on 
Sunday, Niki said that the winning of 
this year’s title meant infinitely more to 
him than his previous triumph, in 1975. 
Why? “Well”, he explained, “in 1975 I 
won the title because of Ferrari. This 


‘year I have won it in spite of them, 


really. Two years ago, everyone in the 
team was for me, but it hasn’t been like 
that this year’’. 

At Mosport, therefore, it looks as 
though the 312T2s will be driven by 
next year’s pair, Carlos Reutemann and 
Gilles Villeneuve. 


@ Jacques Laffite was cursing himself 
at Watkins Glen. “I had no problems at 
all with the car”, he explained, “but I 
couldn’t see where I was going very 
well. At the beginning of the race, my 
visor was misted up so I held it open for 
a while. Then I wiped my glove over the 
outside of it, and that was the end. 
There was oil all over it, and it was very 
difficult to see after that. It was my own 
fault. C’est dommage, huh?” 


Unsers 
on move 


The news that Bobby Unser is to rejoin 
Dan Gurney’s USAC Eagle team has 
amazed many American journalists. 
While rumours of such a thing have 
been around for some time, confirma- 
tion of the reunion was greeted with 
incredulity at the weekend by those 
who witnessed the state of affairs which 
existed between the two men when they 
parted company two years ago. Put 
simply, they were not getting along. 
Not at all. 

However, all that is past. Gurney, 
Unser and Teddy Yip have formed 
what Dan calls an ‘international racing 
entity’ which will contest the 1978 
USAC Chanipionship with new Cos- 
worth-DFX powered cars. Other spon- 
sorship, however, is still being sought. 

The other Unser, Al, is also on the 
move. After a very long association 
with Vel’s Parnelli Racing, Al will leave 
at the end of the year. One of the most 
successful drivers in the States, the 
younger Unser has been offered drives 
by both A. J. Foyt and Jim Hall, and 
has decided on the latter. In 1978, he 
will drive Hall’s new Lola USAC car, 
also to be powered by Cosworth. The 
car is currently under construction at 
the Lola factory and will arrive at Hall’s 
Texas workshops in December. 


@ Sonny Meyer of Drake Engineering 
tells us that his company’s answer to the 
Ford-Cosworth DFX engine in USAC 
racing—the new Drake-Offenhauser 
V8 turbo—will begin production in 
December. Meyer plans an initial pro- 
duction run of 15 units. 
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G8 gives way to — 
new F1/F2 series 


A major change to the format of the 
premier Motor Circuit Developments 
national championship has been an- 
nounced. The current ShellSport Inter- 
national Group 8 series will be replaced 
next year by a championship (compris- 
ing 11 or 12 races at Brands Hatch, 
Oulton Park, Thruxton, Donington, 
Mallory Park and Snetterton) for 
Formula 1 and Formula 2 cars only. 
The move excludes the few remain- 
ing pukka Formula 5000 and Formula 
Atlantic cars which have been racing in 
the 1977 Group 8 series. There are, of 
course, many good reasons for restrict- 
ing the category in this way and, if it is 
to be done, now is a very good time. 
There are only three truly competitive 
5-litre cars currently contesting Group 
8. Of these, Bruce Allison’s very quick 
Chevron B37 is rumoured to be getting 
a Cosworth DFV F1 engine anyway, 
and Keith Holland’s McRae-Chevrolet 
has apparently been sold; this leaves 
only Damien Magee’s Len Gibbs Lola 


T332C and the less competitive Ameri- 
can V8-powered runners. 

From the competitors’ point of view, 
the good news about the new formula is 
that it will qualify towards a Grand Prix 
standard racing licence under the new 
regulations. Says John Webb, the MCD 
Managing Director, ‘‘The champion- 
ship is primarily intended to provide 
advanced racing experience and licence 
qualification for drivers intending to 
enter the Fl World Championship, 
which is now confined to mainly works 
teams’’. 

The complete details of the new 
series will not be available until the end 
of the month, but it has been confirmed 
that there will be a separate class for 
Formula 2 cars, and guaranteed prize 
money. However, the winner’s prize for 
each race is still on the low side at 
£2000. Even so, we rate the prospects 
as reasonably good, for it looks as 
though there is going to be a surplus of 
F1 and F2 machinery again next year. 


Martini at Donington 


The Martini-Renaults will definitely be 
coming to Donington Park for the final 
Formula 2 race of the year on October 
30, even though René Arnoux clinched 
the European championship title at Es- 
toril last weekend (page 18). 

That is good news indeed, because 
the French might have given the race a 
miss, and perhaps the meeting would 
have suffered as a result. But no, both 
Arnoux and Didier Pironi will be there, 
the latter hoping to win again and 
therefore clinch second spot in the 
series behind his team-mate. 

Donington will give the British public 
their last chance to see these Renault- 
powered F2 cars in action again as a 
works team, as the French are with- 
drawing frém Formula 2 next year to 


concentrate on various other projects. 

Renault have Le Mans and their 
turbo Formula 1 car to think about. If 
they win the 24 Hour classic, then they 
may appear again with an F2. Elf are 
switching their attentions more fully to 
Grand Prix racing, as are Martini, al- 
though an official announcement of 
Tico Martini’s F1 plans will not be 
made until the end of this month. 

What does look certain is that the 
European Super Renault series will be 
dropped in favour of Formula 3. Marti- 
ni are hoping to produce more of their 
Monaco-winning F3 chassis, while Re- 
nault hope that tests with their 2-litre 
Renault 20TS engine will make it com- 
petitive (and therefore a viable proposi- 
tion) for Formula 3. 


New Formula 2 car 
by Pilbeam 


Showing more than a passing interest in 
the Formula 2 cars in Portugal last 
weekend was race car designer Mike 
Pilbeam. 

“I’m hoping to lay down a design and 
produce a couple of Formula 2 chassis 
over the winter,” said the creator of 
such cars as the BRM P201 and, more 
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recently, 
Lec. 

Pilbeam’s last Formula 2 car was the 
Wheatcroft which last appeared in the 
hands of Bob Evans at Thruxton over 
Easter, but fared poorly on its spas- 
modic outings because of an unreliable 
engine. 


David Purley’s Formula 1 


= 
Formula Ford graduate (and new Brush Fusegear champion) Nigel Mansell drove 
very impressively in this Lola T570 F3 car at Silverstone last weekend. At one 
stage, he passed Stephen South for second place, finally finishing an excellent 
fourth. 
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Gunnar—team-mate to Jones? 


Nilsson’s 
Shadow 


It is virtually certain that Gunnar Nils- 
son will sign a Shadow contract very 
soon, despite great efforts by Mario 
Andretti to persuade the young Swede 
to stay in the team with him. Mario has 
never made any secret of the fact that 
he would rather have Gunnar as his 
team-mate than anyone slse. 

Riccardo Patrese’s future with the 
team could be in doubt. Shadow are 
very hopeful of signing a contract with a 
big sponsor in the near future, which 
would mean the end of their association 
with Franco Ambrosio. If that were to 
happen, it would probably mean that 
Patrese would be left out of the team. 
Over the weekend at Watkins Glen, 
Alan Jones said “I never said I was 
leaving Shadow”, and a really big spon- 
sor would enable the team to sign 
Nilsson and retain Jones. 


@ For Morris Nunn and the Ensign 
team it was a good weekend, with Clay 
Regazzoni finishing an excellent fifth in 
the works car. 

Nunn is still very hopeful of getting 
Marlboro sponsorship for his team in 
1978, his intention being to run two cars 
for Regazzoni and Bruno Giacomelli. 
(March have not taken up their F1 
option on Bruno, and while the Italian 
will drive for the March F2 team, he is 
free to go elsewhere for F1.) At Wat- 
kins Glen, Nunn said he was tired of 
trying to run his team on an insufficient 
budget, and that if the Marlboro deal 
did not work out, he would be very 
tempted to sell out, possibly to Teddy 
Yip. 


Rahal loo 


Spectating at Estoril last weekend was 
Bobby Rahal, the American Formula 
Atlantic ace, accompanied by Jim Mor- 
gan, the wealthy American stockbroker 
who has run a Ralt for Rahal in the 
Canadian series recently. 


“‘We’ve just come over to have a look 
at the scene,’’ said Rahal, who intends 
to move into Formula 2 next year. 
Whether Morgan can find the time to 
become involved as well remains to be 
seen. 


Were they impressed at what they 
saw? “‘Yes,” said Rahal, “‘I was particu- 
larly impressed by the reliability rate of 
the cars.” And Morgan? ‘Those guys 
Daly and Elgh were really good. I tell 
you, Formula 3 must be fantastic, or 
else Formula 2 isn’t very good. Some- 
how I don’t think the latter is true!”” 


Neve to quit 
Williams 


Patrick Neve was a very angry man at 
the end of the United States Grand 
Prix, and told Frank Williams that he 
would definitely not continue with the 
team next year. 7 

“The car was hopeless in the race”’, 
said the Belgian afterwards. ‘It was 
pouring with rain, of course, and the 
day before, when we had wet practice, 
Frank would not let me go out. It was a 
waste of time starting the race. There 
were all kinds of problems which we 
might have discovered if we had got out 
in the rain. The handling was terrible 
and the brake balance was completely 
wrong for the conditions. Williams told 
me after the race that he was doing a 
deal with another driver, and that it was 
95% certain. I told him I was 100% 
certain to leave the team, anyway. It 
has been coming for a long time. I have 
two chances to go to other teams for 
next year, but even if neither one 
happens, I will not stay with Frank 
Williams. Frankly, I would rather not 
race in F1 than that.” 


Bakst debuts 
at Estoril 


With the proposed Argentine Formula 
2 series a virtual non-starter now, it was 
perhaps a little surprising to see a 
second Argentine driver making a foray 
into F2 at Estoril last weekend. Ariel 
Bakst, a 21-year-old bearded driver, 
appeared with a brand new Ralt-BMW 
RT1. 

Bakst has been racing in Argentina 
since he was 18 years old, driving 
Formula Fords. This year he has been 
racing Formula 1 cars in his native 
country, but they are nothing like ‘our’ 
Fls: they are powered by American- 
based V8s, and have around 300 bhp. 

Bakst blew his only F2 engine in the 
first practice session at Estoril, but he 
had been way off the qualifying pace, 
and it’s very doubtful that he would 
have qualified anyway. 

In fact, Argentine fortunes fared 
badly last weekend. The ever improv- 
ing Ricardo Zunino inverted his Tony 
Harvey-prepared March-Hart 772 at 
the beginning of the main straight soon 
after the start of second practice ses- 
sion, and didn’t make the grid. 


s at F2 


Apart from looking at Formula 2, 
Rahal was also hoping to finalise his 
Formula Pacific deal for New Zealand. 
He will probably appear in a second 
Fred Opert Chevron, running alongside 
the reigning Stuyvesant champion, 
Keijo Rosberg. __ us 
@ Australian F3 driver Paul Bernas- 
coni had a miserable weekend at Silver- 
stone. He was one of several drivers to 
slide off the road at Becketts during 
qualifying, and the catchfencing en- 
veloped his Ralt, wiped away the wing 
mirrors and threatened to do the same 
to Bernasconi’s head as it forced his 
helmet hard back against the rollover 
bar. Paul—already suffering from ’flu— 
received some grazes on the chin and 
cheek, and wisely decided to call it a 
day. He has not had much luck this 
year... : 
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One of the big surprises of the Watkins 
Glen weekend was the news that Er- 
manno Cuoghi, for so long Niki Lau- 
da’s mechanic at Ferrari, is also to leave 
the team. 7 

On the Saturday night before the 
trace, Cuoghi had a big row with the 
Ferrari management, particularly Tom- 
maini, and immediately stopped work- 
ing on the car. The following day, he 
was seen wandering around the circuit, 
not wearing Ferrari clothing. Had he 
left the team? ‘Yes, I have decided to 
move.” It was said that the reason for 
the row was Ermanno’s belief that 
Lauda, since announcing his move to 
Brabham, was now receiving poor 
treatment from the team, and that Reu- 
temann was now very much the number 
one driver. Cuoghi refused to comment 
on this, “I have just decided to leave, 
that’s all.’”’ But hadn’t he chosen a 
strange time to leave, between practice 
and the race? ‘“‘Well”, he said, with a 
smile, ‘‘once you have made up your 
mind, there is no point in carrying on’’. 

Cuoghi has already received a very 
attractive offer from Bernie Ecclestone 
to join Niki Lauda in the Brabham 
team. It is thought that he will move to 
England very soon to work on the new 
BT46 cars. Lauda, predictably, is de- 
lighted, for he has enormous faith in 
Cuoghi’s ablility. 


Briefly. . . 


@ It is nice these days to find a Grand 
Prix where the people in the Press 
Office retain a sense of humour. Such 
was the case at Watkins Glen. This, for 
example, is part of the text of a press 
release issued on Sunday morning: 
‘, . . Several selected press people will 
be in front of the fence by the winner’s 
circle; if anyone attempts to cross the 
fence, several burly individuals will 
throw him to the crowd while also 
informing said crowd that he—the mis- 
creant—is Richard Nixon in drag. All 
of which is to say, do not cross the 
fence’. We didn’t... . 


@ Finally, Chris Amon has signed for 
the right team at the right time. Last 
Friday, Chris (at last!) married Miss 
Tish Wutherspoon at Puddletown in 
Dorset, before setting off the next day 
to set up their new home in Bulls, New 
Zealand. We wish them well. 
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@ Although the final round of the 
CanAm series, scheduled for Riverside 
in California for October 16, will not 
now be a big-money event as originally 
planned, First National City are ex- 
pected to use the occasion to announce 
‘ there will be many more 
US$75,000 CanAm races in the 1978 
Citicorp Cup—the best kind of news for 
the SCCA’s newly re-established sports 
car series. 


@ First National City have announced 
an increased purse for the 1978 USAC 
Championship series in the States. Citi- 
corp will be spending a total of 
US$500,000 in prize fund/promo- 
tional/appearance monies next year in 
America’s premier single-seater 
category. 


@ Inserted into this issue is a superb 
Michael Turner painting depicting Jody 
Scheckter’s Wolf-Ford Formula 1 car 
on its way to victory in last May’s 
Monaco Grand Prix. First published on 
an exclusive basis in AUTOSPORT, this 
painting will shortly be available on 
high quality cartridge paper (size 24ins 
by 17ins) suitable for framing. A 
limited run is being produced by Cas- 
trol for sale: write to Castrol Limited 
(attn F. Dixon Esq), Athena Avenue, 
Swindon, Wilts SM2 6EQ. The cost is 
£1 plus 25p p&p, and you should make 
cheques/POs payable to Castrol 
Limited. 


@ After two years in Formula 3 with 
former Formula Vee champion Ian 
Flux, the Ockley Construction com- 


pany has now reached the end of its } 


contract. However, Ockley boss Ken 
Gunbie is very keen that Ian’s promis- 
ing Ralt-Toyota effort (run by former 
Embassy Hill crew chief Allan Turner) 
should continue in the formula in 1978, 
and is now actively seeking partners in a 
co-sponsorship deal. Gunbie can be 
contacted on Camberley (Surrey) 
62366. 


@ The Bowring Group, which backed 
the second De Cadenet Lola-DFV 
sports car at Le Mans last June, are to 
support drivers Simon Phillips/Richard 
Bond once more when they contest the 
final round of the Interseries Cham- 
pionship at Hockenheim next weekend. 


@ The new Service Manager at Good- 
year’s European Racing Tyre Division 
at Wolverhampton is David Standley. 


@ Further to our piece last week about 
the Radio Victory motor racing pro- 
gramme, we are now told that the show 
is to go out on Thursday evening, and 
not Wednesday. It will start at 9.30pm 
and will run for an hour. The first 
programme (tonight) will feature inter- 
views with John Watson and Derek 
Bell. 


Allan Moffat’s Hardie-Ferodo winning Ford Falcon. 


Ickx wins at Bathurst 


It seemed very likely that Jacky Ickx 
would win the Hardie-Ferodo 1000 
kms. The 3.87-miles Mount Panorama 
circuit at Bathurst, 130 miles west of 
Sydney and the scene of Australia’s 
annual classic touring car race, is ideally 
suited to the master of the Nurburgring. 
And last Sunday, Ickx did indeed win, 
co-driving Allan Moffat’s Ford Falcon. 

For the past three years, Holden 
have won the Hardie-Ferodo with one 
or other of the S-litre V8 Torana sa- 
loons, and Ford’s revenge was sweet 
indeed, for the winners’ Moffat Ford 
Dealers team-mates, Colin Bond/Alan 
Hamilton, were second. For Canadian- 
born Moffat, this was his fourth victory 
in the premier motor racing event of his 
adopted country, and he and Ickx won 
in a fraction under seven hours at a 
record average speed for the 163-lap, 
629.81-mile race. 

The Ickx/Moffat victory, worth 
AUS$40,000, was in doubt up until the 
end, for ten laps from home—when 
leading by around 2 mins—their Falcon 
suffered a suspension failure. Moffat 
decided to carry on for the finish, 
hoping that the big Ford would last, and 
his gamble paid off. Bond, who was 
driving the second Moffat Ford at the 
end, closed right up on his team leader, 
and took the chequered flag almost 
alongside. 

Former BRM Formula 1 driver Larry 
Perkins co-drove Peter Janson’s Hold- 
en Torana to finish in third place, one 
lap down but on the same lap as the 
fourth-placed Torana of Charlie 
O’Brien/Bob Harrop. The Brock broth- 
ers Peter and Philip, who were among 
the favourites for victory with their Bill 
Patterson. Torana, were fifth on 161 
laps, six tours ahead of another Holden 


| crewed by Tony Roberts/Doug Chivas. 


Seventh was the 3-litre class winner, the 
Ford Capri of Barry Seton/Don Smith, 


ahead of Terry Shiel/Don Holland 
(Mazda) and none other than former 
Group 2 Jaguar driver Derek Bell, co- 
driving the 2-litre class winning Alfa 
Romeo GTV with Gary Leggatt. Ray 
Farrell/Rod Stevens completed the top 
ten with a 2-litre Escort. 


So, only two non-Australians in the 
leading ten cars. What of the others? 
Last year’s winners John Fitz- 
patrick/Bob Morris retired after 111 
laps when running in seventh place 
when an oil seal failed on their Holden, 
but they lasted four laps longer than 
Gerry Marshall, who was teamed with 
South African Basil van Rooyen in 
another Torana. This pair had a whole 
series of mechanical problems, and they 
retired on lap 107. 


French ex-F1 driver Henri Pescarolo, 
who races rarely these days, was at 
Bathurst sharing John Goss’s very 
quick Falcon, but they were also in 
trouble and only completed 113 laps, 
although the car was running at the 
end. USAC ace Johnny Rutherford, 
who was paired with Janet Guthrie, had 
a miserable weekend, calling at the pits 
after only four laps with engine trouble. 
Rutherford rejoined the race, but after 
only three more laps he collided with a 
backmarker and his Torana ended up 
badly damaged against one of Bath- 
urst’s notorious banks. He staggered 
back to the pits, where two hours were 
spent repairing the Holden’s bodywork, 
but having rejoined once more Ruther- 
ford retired almost immediately with 
broken suspension, presumably a lega- 
cy of the shunt. And Janet never got to 
drive. 


We will carry a full report of the 
unique Hardie-Ferodo race in next 
week’s issue, together with Gerry Mar- 
shall’s own description of the exper- 
ience in his Marshall Art column. 


WEVE FORGOTTEN THE 
PETROL AGAIN. 
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Schurti and Wollek in their Porsches are pressed by Ertl in the turbocharged Toyota. 
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Stommelen’s German G5 title 


Rolf Stommelen (Georg Loos Porsche 
935) clinched the 1977 German Group 5 
championship in magnificent style last 
Sunday when he annihilated the opposi- 
tion in the final round of the series. The 
ADAC-Bilstein Super Sprint meeting, 
held on Nirburgring’s start and finish 
loop, was the climax of a hard, tense 
season in which the championship 
outcome in both capacity divisions 
remained wide open until the 
chequered flag. In characteristically 
changeable Eifel Mountain weather 
conditions, Stommelen was able to dic- 
tate the race as he liked, storming away 
to defeat Frenchman Bob Wollek by 
over half a minute and thus ending the 
Kremer-Porsche driver’s hopes of 
taking the overall series. 

In the 2-litre category the underrated 
Klaus Ludwig drove his Rodenstock- 
Schnitzer BMW 2002 Turbo with great 
verve all weekend, which netted him a 
very well deserved victory. Even the 
redoubtable Hans Heyer was unable to 
stay with the F2 driver with the ‘number 
one’ Escort from Erich Zakowski’s 
Zakspeed equipe. The BMW Junior 
Team 320i of Manfred Winkelhock was 
the highest-placed 2-litre runner in the 
championship, helped by a third place 
at the ’Ring. 

With only 13 over-2-litre machines 
arriving for practice, the grid for the 
larger-engined cars was rather sparse 
and was also another Porsche benefit. 
Only the genial Harald Ertl would 
challenge the might of Stuttgart with 
the unique Toyota Deutschland- 
Rodenstock Celica turbo coupe, and it 
was this car which attracted the largest 
audience in the paddock. Ertl com- 
mented, ‘The engine is very good and 
the chassis handles well, but we must 
bear in mind that the car is still being 
developed for next year’s champion- 
ship. I like it very much.” 

Championship leader Stommelen 
obviously had his sights firmly set on 
the championship laurels and, as usual, 
he was extremely fast right from the 
beginning of practice, annexing pole 
position for Sunday’s 100km race with- 
out undue difficulty. Joining him on the 
front rank was the experienced 
Manfred Schurti, thoroughly enjoying 
the Jagermeister Max Moritz 935 as he 
had at Brands Hatch the previous 
weekend. Tim Schenken made it red 
Gelo-Porsches on the inside of rows 
one and two with the first of the 
Kremer cars, driven by the brilliant 
Bob Wollek alongside. Wollek had 
driven the Vaillant-sponsored Porsche 
as hard as he knew how in the after- 
noon session, but was extremely dis- 
pleased with the time credited to him by 
the official clocks. 

Twelve slick-shod cars completed 
their warming-up laps under ominous 
skies and, as they prepared for the 
start, the heavens opened. Sensibly, the 
off was delayed while mechanics battled 
to fit wets. However, far from being 


ie Se 


Ludwig’s winning BMW 2002 leads Heyer’s Escort. 


daunted by the prospect of a 600bhp 
Porsche in torrential rain, Regenmeister 
Stommelen looked quietly confident. 
The rain had once again subsided 
slightly as Rolf rocketed away from the 
line, knowing that he had only to keep 
ahead of Wollek to secure the cham- 
pionship. He ensconced himself in a 
useful 2secs lead on the first lap and 
thereafter continued this trend until lap 
15. Schurti, Schenken, Wollek and Ertl 
were fighting for the next placings, with 
Edgar Déren and Eberhard Sindel 
heading the midfield runners. 

The pattern, then, was set with 
Stommelen’s lead stabilising at just 
over 30secs. Meanwhile the only major 
retirement of the race occurred when 
Schenken’s engine blew as he passed 
the pits, diving quickly downhill 
towards the South Curve. Ertl was 
immediately elevated to third, with 


Schurti tucked into the blue car’s 
slipstream. 
With around ten laps to go, 


Stommelen eased the pace and took 
greater care than usual when lapping 
the errant tailenders. He still cruised 
home to an almost effortless victory in 
which he outclassed even the remaining 
placemen. Wollek was not about to 
relinquish all chance of the title, 
though, as he slid the green car over the 
grass on the exit of the Siidkehre on 
several occasions, even indulging in a 
spin at the Nordkehre. But the luckless 
Frenchman had to make do with second 
position in the race as well as the 
overall championship. 

Ertl pressed on with great panache in 
the Toyota, but Schurti, driving with 
renewed vigour in the closing stages, 
usurped him with only eight laps to run. 
As expected, Sindel in the Buler 
Porsche and Franz Konrad in the Aral 
935 drove uninspired races to complete 
the top six, albeit a couple of laps 
behind the leaders. 

In contrast to the somewhat 
processional nature of the larger capa- 
city division, the up to 2000cc was a far 
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livelier event. The huge crowd really 
appreciate exciting motor racing, and in 
their premier national championship 
they have just that. 

Ludwig overcame engine and 
handling problems in the morning ses- 
sion to wrest pole for the race, 0.6sec 
faster than Hans Heyer’s Escort. The 
Rodenstock BMW 2002 turbo looked 
particularly quick in a straight line, but 
Ludwig was driving very hard. Manfred 
Winkelhock equalled Heyer’s time for 
the inside of the second row, and he 
was joined by team-mate Marc Surer in 
the other BMW Junior Team 320i who 
was but 0.1sec slower. Toine Hezemans 
(Weisberg-GRAB Escort) was outside 
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Armin Hiéhne in the second of the fine- 
sounding Zakspeed cars on the third 
tow while Harald Grohs was the last 
driver to post a truly competitive lap 
time, although at times he looked 
rather ragged in the Jagermeister 320i. 

Ludwig somehow managed to wring 
every last ounce of turbo-Schnitzer 
power onto the tarmac, and catapulted 
off towards the Siidkehre with Heyer’s 
front air dam slotted neatly under the 
rear wing of the BMW. Winkelhock 
was next up with Surer in tow. But then 
the young Swiss momentarily lost con- 
trol of the second works BMW and was 
punted by the erratic Grohs, making up 
for his poor grid position with a first lap 
charge. Miraculously the remainder of 
the 18-car train was able to steer clear 
of the fracas more of less unscathed. As 
they whistled or whined their way out 
of the tight right-hander onto the back 
straight, it was apparent that all was not 
well with Surer’s car. The rear off-side 
wing was badly savaged and was bind- 
ing on the rear wheel rim and tyre. 
Marc soldiered on, ignoring a black 
flag, no doubt hoping that the offending 
part would detach itself, but he retired 
for good on the third tour. Grohs also 
made a brief pitstop to have his 
battered front air dam pulled from 
under the car. 

Despite all this activity, Ludwig and 
Heyer continued as if tied together until 
a slow backmarker contrived to split 
them on lap 15, whence the Escort 
driver continued to hound the BMW 
although now about 15yds farther back. 
Ludwig opened the gap methodically, 
using all his F2 experience to good 
effect in passing the tail-end ‘motorists’. 
Heyer could now do nothing about 
catching Ludwig as the tow had been 
broken, so they finished first and 
second respectively. Winkelhock was 
driving like a man possessed in the early 
laps trying to hold on to Heyer, but he 
realised the futility of this so dropped 
back to a safe third, the last unlapped 
runner. 

Hahne finished fourth with Heze- 
mans, despite extolling the virtues of 
the GRAB-Escort in practice and 
trying to gain a tow from the BMW 
Juniors all morning, a mediocre sixth. 
Grohs worked his way briskly from the 
back after his visit to the pits and 
overtook Pierre Dieudonné a couple of 
laps before the finish to take a good 
sixth. Pierre was seventh in his first ever 
G5 drive (in a Warsteiner BMW) and 
also his first drive on the short loop 
track. 


MARCUS PYE 


Another F3 to Olofsson 


With only the fastest 12 Formula 3 cars 
guaranteed a start in last Sunday’s 
German championship qualifier at the 
Niirburgring, a 10-lap heat was run to 
decide the final six starters. The only 
British driver at the meeting, Alan 
Smith (from Chorley but now domiciled 
in Koblenz) fluffed his start from pole 
position slightly but was soon past 
Werner Klein’s Karlsberg Chevron to 
take the lead. Alan’s KWS-Chevron 
held on for five laps, although Klein 
was destined to lead for the other five— 
the last ones. These were the only two 
drivers to feature, but Giinther Kel- 
mel’s March finished third. 

Bertram Schifer, having driven a 
Kremer-Porsche in the G5 round (see 
separate story), seized pole for the 
‘final’ in the Klaus Zimmerman Ralt, 
although the popular Swede Anders 
Olofsson equalled his time in the Puss- 
o-Krams RT1. Rudi Détsch was third 
quickest, with Mike Korten’s attractive 
Maco next up. Schafer moved quickly 
into the lead followed by the Swede, 
Détsch and Korten but, as they 
rounded the Nordkehre at the end of the 
lap, Olofsson had lost his place to the 


flying Détsch. Ulf Svensson, the veter- 
an Swede, was revelling in the sudden 
deluge of rain which was to prove the 
downfall of Schafer, who failed to spot 
some oil and damaged two corners of 
the car at the Nordkehre on lap 2. 

Olofsson then proved his undoubted 
class by hurtling through into the lead 
he was never to lose as the weather 
became still more inclement. His lead 
safely consolidated, Anders did not put 
a foot wrong and eased open a 20secs 
advantage by the end. Svensson came 
through to make it a Scandinavian one- 
two, Détsch grappling with a misfire 
having fallen to third. Fourth was 
another of the leading German 
contenders, Thomas von Léwis of 
Menar (Ralt), who was a lap down 
ahead of Heinz Scherle (March) and 
Austrian Réto Jorg (Chevron). 

Scherle moves into second place in 
the German championship, one point 
ahead of Korten. Peter Scharmann 
leads the series on 99pts. Seventh was 
Peter Kréber with the ingenious Bose- 
Derichs 37, with Peter Bonk eighth 
(and last survivor in the adverse condi- 
tions) in an older Derichs chassis. 
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Wilkes 400 
to Waltrip 


Cale Yarborough further increased his 
championship points lead in the Win- 
ston Cup NASCAR Grand National 
series last Sunday when the good ol’ 
boys raced on the giddy tittle ovat at 
North Wilkesboro. Cale’s rival Richard 
Petty was leading the race (round 26 on 
the busy GN schedule) when the STP- 
Dodge crashed, causing King Richard’s 
retirement, and Yarborough went on to 
finish second with the Junior Johnson 
Chevrolet. The winner this week was 
Darrell Waltrip, who scored his fifth 
1977 victory for the DiGard Racing 
Team with the Gatorade Chev. 

Petty qualified the STP car on the 
pole at 107.738mph—not a spectacular 
speed in NASCAR terms, but then this 
is a 0.625-mile circuit! He then did most 
of the leading, dicing hard with Wal- 
trip, until crashing uncharacteristically 
out of the race on the 240th of the 400 
laps. Waltrip took over the running, 
and held off a last-minute challenge 
from Yarborough in the Holly Farms 
car. 
Third place in the Wilkes 400 went to 
Neil Bonnett, now firmly establishing 
himself as a force to be reckoned with 
in the Jim Stacey Dodge. Bonnett com- 
pleted 399 laps, two more than Bobby 
Allison (AMC Matador) and three 
more than Benny Parsons (First Na- 
tional Chevrolet). Sixth was Richard 
Childress (Chevrolet) on 388 laps, in 
front of Ricky Rudd’s Chevrolet (also 
388), Dick Brooks’s Truxmore Ford 
Torino (387), Buddy Baker’s Bud 
Moore/Norris Torino (387) and Buddy 
Arrington’s Dodge (384). 

Cale pulls ever further away: 


Winston Cup NASCAR Grand National Cham- 
plonship (after 26 rounds): 1, Cale Yarborough, 
4330pts; 2, Richard Petty, 4032; 3, Benny Parsons 
3942; 4, Darrell Waltrip, 3912; 5, Buddy Baker, 3414; 
6, Richard Brooks, 3230; etc. 
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Trimmer celebrates at Snetterton. 
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Briefly... 


@ As reported on page 39, Tony Trim- 
mer has now clinched the ShellSport 
International title, with one round to go 


(at Brands Hatch on October 16). 

ShellSport international (after 13 rounds): Tony 
Trimmer, 164; 2, Guy Edwards, 109; 3, Val Musetti, 
65; 4, Tony Rouff, 80; 5, Emilio Villota, 76; 6, Divina 
Galica, 68; 7, Keith Holland, 63; 8, Bruce Allison, 62; 
9, Tom Belso, 45; 10, Norman Dickson, 44; etc. 


@ Following his Snetterton Group 8 
victory, Tony Trimmer actually led the 
Tarmac championship for a few 
hours—but then James Hunt crossed 
the line in the lead at Watkins Glen, 
and the 1976 World Champion took the 


lead once more: 

Tarmac British Racing Championship (efter 
October 1/2): 1, James Hunt, 188pts; 2, Tony 
Trimmer, 164; 3, Alan Jones, 148; 4, Peter Gethin, 
130; 5, Guy Edwards, 121; 6, Tony Dron, 95; etc. 


@ Fastest laps by individual Formula 2 
competitors at Estoril last Sunday were: 
Derek Daly (lap 45), 1m 34.163; Bruno Giacomelll 
(lap 43), 1m 34.438; Riccardo Patrese (lap 48), 1m 
34.448; Didier Plronl (lap 48), 1m 34.458; Keljo 
Rosberg (lap 3), 1m 34.568; Eddie Cheever (lap 6), 
1m 34.6938; Rene Arnoux (lap 7), 1m 34.928; Ingo 
Hoffman (lap 35), 1m 35.068; Eje Elgh (lap 4), 1m 
35.198; Freddy Kottullnsky (lap 34), 1m 35.22s; 
Danny Sullivan (lap 41), 1m 35.2938; Lamberto Leon! 
(lap 7), 1m 36.538; Alberto Colombo (lap 4), 1m 
35.543; Marc Sourd (lap 13), 1m 35.968; Bernard de 
Dryver (lap 4), 1m 35.988; Michel Leciere (lap 4), 1m 
36.118; Alain Prost (lap 17), 1m 37.098; Giancarlo 
Martini (lap 11), 1m 37.108; Laurent Ferrier (lap 18), 
1m 37.528; Ello de Angelis (lap 1), 2m 03.219. 


ae 


Above: René Arnoux, who was defeated by a single point in last year’s European F2 Championship, gained his revenge when 
he clinched the 1977 title last Sunday at Estoril. Below: The sensation of the Portuguese F2 race was Derek Daly, who finished 


fifth (with a new lap record) on his debut in the formula. Report page 18 
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@ Stuart Graham declined to travel to 
the latest counter in the French Group 
1 championship series following his vic- 
tory at Albi (Racecard last week), and 
the locally entered 530 BMWs had 
things all their own way once more at 
the little circuit of Folembray. Alain 
Cudini beat Christian Debias by 2secs, 
while Jean-Pierre Beltoise was third in 
front of Zavier Lapeyre and Lucien 
Guitteny (Ford Capri). René Metge 
(Dolomite Sprint) was seventh overall 
and the 2-litre class winner from 
Charles Cevert (Escort). 


@ Prior to jetting off to Watkins Glen 
for the US GP, Ensign F1 driver Clay 
Regazzoni once again showed an unsul- 
lied love of the sport by using a spare 
weekend to compete in a national 
championship hillclimb back home in 
Switzerland (at Hemberg). Driving an 
F2 Ralt-BMW, Gianclaudio finished 
second in the single-seater class behind 
Markus Hotz (March) in the event, 
which was won overall by Walter Bal- 
tisser’s Osella sports car. 


Villeneuve 
at Mosport 


The entry for this weekend’s Canadian 
Grand Prix is largely the same as that 
for Watkins Glen, save that Gilles Vil- 
leneuve will definitely drive a Ferrari 
and Niki Lauda may not. In addition, 
Ian Scheckter’s March 771 was serious- 
ly damaged in his shunt and may not 
run. 

The race, as usual, will be run over 80 
laps of the 2.46-mile circuit, and the 
broadcasting times are as for Watkins 
Glen. 


Most of the entrants of this week’s 
Autosport Moét et Chandon com- 
petition thought Mario Andretti 
would win the United States Grand 
Prix. So did Mario, but our Grand 
Prix columnist (your second choice) 
pulled it off again. Your third favour- 
ite was Jody Scheckter, followed by 
Niki Lauda (what—chasing only 
one point?), John Watson, Carlos 
Reutemann and Jack Lafferty. 

It was a wet race, so most of you 
were well off the mark for the speed, 
and David Milner, of Pontefract in 
Yorkshire, came closest to James's 
winning average with 109.63mph, 
almost 9mph faster than the actual 
pace! Never mind, Mr Milner: that 
was good enough, like the real Mc- 
Coy now on its way to you. 

Readers who have not yet done so 
just have time to enter for the Cana- 
dian GP competition. We need your 
predictions of the winner at Mosport 
and his average speed to reach us, on 
a postcard, by next Saturday morn- 
ing (October 8). Send them to AuTo- 
sPpoRT Editorial, 76 Dean Street, 
London, W1A 1BU. 

Last year’s Canadian race, inci- 
dentally, was won by James Hunt’s 
Marlboro-McLaren at an average 
speed of 117.843mph. 


Champions both 


Hunt’s second win at the Glen—Lauda clinches title—Stuck crashes when leading—Andrett second for JPS— 
Report and photography: JEFF HUTCHINSON. 


**Races like that never begin until 29 laps 
from the end’’, said James Hunt, discuss- 
ing his tactics in winning his second con- 
secutive US Grand Prix at Watkins Glen. 
But for him it had started just one lap from 
the end. 

He had started out the wet race from pole 
position, but was beaten off the line by the 
other front row car, Hans Stuck’s Brab- 
ham-Alfa Romeo, Stuck charging ahead to 
a four second lead which Hunt was content 
to let him hold, keeping one eye on the 
weather. He did not have to wait long, 
however, for the lead, for 15 laps into the 
race Stuck flew off the road at Turn One 
after his clutchless car jumped out of gear 
going into the corner. 

From then on it was easy going for Hunt, 
his McLaren M26, which had been given a 
last minute switch to wet settings, easily 
outpacing his closest rival, the Lotus 78 of 
Mario Andretti, which was still set up for 
the dry apart from wet tyres, and suffering 
a worse problem from a ‘growing’ rear 
right tyre, ‘‘which was my biggest prob- 
lem’’, said Mario. 

With ten laps to go Hunt held a 15 second 
lead and by this time was busy concentrat- 
ing on his rapidly wearing tyres on the fast 
drying track. ‘‘With five laps to go it was 
dry almost everywhere and I backed right 
off because I could see the front left tyre 
was beginning to go’’, he said. 

What he did not count on was Andretti, 
spurred on by waving arms from the pit 
lane, suddenly pushing his car and equally 


shredded tyres to the limit. By the time 
Hunt realised what was happening, An- 
dretti had cut the lead back to three 
seconds and had the McLaren in his sights. 
*‘The first I knew of it was when I saw 
Teddy up to the height of the 20-dollar 
grandstand seats without paying—my mir- 
rors were all filthy. It was a real shock I can 
tell you. I gave it all I could and all was 

°°, said James, who finished just two 
seconds clear at the end of the 59-lap race. 
‘*Another five laps and it would have been 
a different story though’’, added James as 
both the McLaren and the Lotus, plus most 
of the other 19 finishers were wheeled back 
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to the garage area with the left side tyres 
showing ‘heir casing in places. 

Those last couple of laps were just about 
all the cold, rain-soaked, crowd had to 
cheer about ‘all weekend, for the race had 
soon turned into a boring procession, the 
rain breaking up the field which saw only 
five cars finish on the same lap. 

Jody Scheckter took a fighting third 
place in the Wolf with Niki Lauda’s Ferrari 
coming in fourth, Lauda taking no chances 
and the extra three points that he needed to 
make sure of his 1977 world title. 

The only other man to finish on the same 
lap as the leaders was Clay Regazzoni with 
Mo Nunn’s Ensign, the Swiss going from a 
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14th to fifth im a spirited drive despite 
overheating radiators from a broken ex: 
haust pipe just 10 laps into the race. The 
sixth and final poimt went to the second 
Ferrari of Carlos Reutemann, a lap down 
after two spins which cost him places tc 
Lauda and Regazzoni, while from hall 
distance his engine was running very 
roughly on 11 cylinders. 

Only two of the seven non-finishers had 
mechanical troubles, Jochen Mass’: 
McLaren going out early on with a broker 
fuel pump belt, while the Renault turbo ol 
Jean-Pierre Jabouille pulled up with a dead 
battery caused by a fault with the car’s 
alternator. 

The rest all crashed, including Gunnar 
Nilsson and Alan Jones, both while at. 
tempting to pass the ‘wide’ fish-tailing Elf. 
Tyrrell P34 of Ronnie Peterson who, afte: 
starting from fifth position on the grid, was 
reluctant to let go to his best chance of « 
good placing all season. He finished a lowly 
16th after two sets of worn-out front rubbe1 
had decided his fate, while even more 
disappointed must have been Brabham’; 
John Watson whose race was spoiled from 
the start, the only driver to start the race on 
slick tyres which soon had him from third 
on the grid to last place before he finally 
came in to fit wets, finishing up an eventual 
twelfth overall despite two more stops for 
tyres. 

It wasn’t a good race. But then those 
races which run in the cold and intermit- 
tent rain rarely are. 
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ENTRY & PRACTICE 


At the sound of a foreign accent, the friendly people 
of rural, downtown Watkins Glen will stop what they 
are doing to tell you how it really is. In the summer, 
they say, it’s the sun-kissed God’s country, the sort 
we get to see on all the western movies, but to the 
nomadic tribesmen of the F1CA race it’s the time of 
the year to shed the T-shirts and sandals for rubber 
boots and down-filled anoraks. The wives show their 
furs off along the pit lane and the only remnants of 
the summer just missed again are the final few grapes 
of the New York State’s wine industry struggling to 
ripen on the already golden vines. It’s still not cold 
enough to snow, that comes soon; for the Grand Prix 
weekend, it’s the rainy season—more often than not. 
This year was no exception. 

With darkening grey clouds being blown in across 
the rolling countryside by~a fresh“breeze on Friday 
morning, there was more than the usual air of 
urgency along the pit lane to get the cars out and 
running fast while there was still a dry track to do it. 
Both the Friday sessions stayed dry, but within 
minutes of the chequered flag coming out on Friday 
afternoon the rain had started to fall. Mixed condi- 
tions met the teams on Saturday morning’s untimed 
practice, while the final hour was a washout as heavy 
rain made driving conditions virtually impossible and 
there were ‘shades of Japan’ conversations drifting 
through the garage area as the prospect of similar 
weather for the race was discussed as the main topic 
of conversation. 

Some teams, those with a nose for this sort of thing, 
had managed to get themselves into pretty good 
shape before being caught out by the rain. Others 
didn’t—or couldn’t. By Friday afternoon the grid had 
already been decided, the field of 26 cars well spaced 
out and in an order that promised to make an 
interesting race. 

Pole-sitter was the World Champion, last year’s 
winner and poleman, James Hunt, continuing to live 
up to his reputation of being ‘a goer at the Glen’, He 
also gave us a glimpse of the old ‘Hunt the Shunt’ title 
of the past when, 15 minutes before the end of the 
second session, he strolled back to the pits having 
‘parked’ his McLaren M26 rather heavily against the 
barrier. 

He had spent the day see-sawing for pole with Hans 
Stuck’s Brabham BT45B and when he got the mes- 
sage from his pit that Stuck was quicker he went out 
for the flyer of the day which ended with a long walk 
back and a badly bent rear right corner on the car. 
And he needn’t have bothered, for Stuck’s best was 
almost three-tenths of a second slower than his own, 
which had smashed his own outright circuit record by 
a full two seconds and topped 120mph for the lap. “‘T 
got a rear tyre up on the kerb and lost it”, admitted 
James later, full of smiles to learn that he had still 
kept the pole. t 


Above: Mario Andretti’s JPS 78 really pressured Hunt in the last few laps, but was unable quite to catch him. 
Below left: Andretti and Chapman were baffled by the car’s lack of straightline speed in practice. Below: Early in 
the race, Brambilla’s Surtees lost its nose, but Vittorio pressed on to the finish. 
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lans Stuck was on superb form all weekend, qualifying on the front row with his Brabham-Alfa. In the race, he took the lead immediately, but spun his clutchless car. 
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Stuck kept his second place, a well earned effort 

{ter being forced to switch to the T-car on Friday 
then it was found that the lightweight Alfa-Romeo 
earbox casting had started to crack up due to metal 
itigue. “It’s a problem that we have not had before”, 
tid Gordon Murray and the team’s remaining gear- 
oxes were hurriedly strengthened to help ensure that 
would not happen again. 

Stuck said that Hunt’s spin had spoilt what would 
ave been his quick lap, but even so, he was still 
uick enough to keep the front row, although by the 
arest of margins, from his team-mate John Watson 
1 the second Brabham. Things were looking good for 
he Brabham team, Watson, like Stuck, happy with 
te handling of his car, his only problem being, “‘that 
fans is five hundredths of a second faster than me”, 
e said. 

Mario Andretti was more puzzled than disappoint- 
d to be back on the second row of the grid with his 
PS 78, still fitted with the Monza-winning motor 
hich had gone so well. “‘My big problem is speed on 
he straight. I just cannot understand why I’m so slow 
yhen I’m running hardly any wing like in Italy where 
t was good”’, said Mario. “The handling is fine’’, he 
dded, the team hoping that a new Cosworth devel- 
)pment engine for the race would be better. 

By far the fastest cars through this speed trap on 
he straight were the two Elf-Tyrrells, both clocked at 
78.3mph, a full 10mph faster than most of their 
losest rivals. The cool weather and long straights 
(lso made braking less of a problem than usual. It was 
ronie that the P34’s designer Derek Gardner, who 
eft the Tyrrell team after Monza, was not on hand to 
vitness his car’s best performance of the season, for 
Ronnie Peterson was heading the third row with 
*atrick Depailler on the row behind. “Tf all the tracks 
tad been like this one this year it would have been all 
ight”, said Depailler. 

Sandwiched between the Tyrrells were the two 
Serraris of Carlos Reutemann and Niki Lauda, the 
ferrari team having simply run out of time before 
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trying all the combinations of tyres and aerodynamics 
they had planned before rain stopped play. Lauda’s 
time ran out even sooner when shortly before the end 
of the final session his Ferrari was towed in with a sick 
engine, water in one bank of exhaust pipes suggesting 
a cracked liner or the like. 

Jody Scheckter’s slim chance of keeping his cham- 
pionship hopes alive must have looked even slimmer 
starting behind Lauda’s car from the fifth row of the 
grid, his team unable to pinpoint any definite reason 
for being so far down. “It’s something we have not 
come across before”, said Peter Warr. “Jody says the 
car is well balanced, braking well and the speed trap 
times are no better or worse than anybody else’s yet 


he is 14 seconds off the pace. The only thing we can 
put it down to is a small engine problem that’s losing 
us a bit of time all around the circuit. He used the T- 
car with the same settings during the untimed session 
and was quickest in that’’. 

Jacques Laffite’s problems were not such a my- 
stery, his final session on Friday was spoilt by a water 
leak on the race car and he never really got going in 
the T-car, so he had to make do with his first session 
time and was one of the few not to improve on that. 

Vittorio Brambilla headed the sixth row in his usual 
Surtees TS19, the second Lotus of Gunnar Nilsson 
alongside him after another problem time with his 
second JPS. A brake pipe failure cost him most of the 


Danny Ongais’s first F1 appearance was impressive while it lasted. The Hawaiian passed several people before 


spinning off after six laps. 
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The first lap was extremely busy! Here Depailler’s ill- handling Tyrrell Teads Brambilla’. ‘s ures: and Jones’s Shadow. 


first practice session, leaving him little more than an 
hour’s practice im total on Friday. 

Alan Jones was another of the four drivers not to 
improve on his Friday morning time after “I went the 
wrong way on springs and gear ratios’’. The car itself 
was running well ‘‘except it’s still not too fast on the 
straight’, he added. 

Jean-Pierre Jabouille was sharing the seventh row 
with Jones after a relatively trouble-free practice with 
the Renault turbo which proved to be more than a 
handful in the wet. 

Jochen Mass was a lowly 15th in the second 
McLaren M26, the problem being ‘‘a small screw in 
the throttle slide assembly which was not allowing the 


Support for the new World Champion was very strong 
at the Glen. 
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slides to open fully and provide the necessary 
‘oomph’”’! said Jochen. 

Jean-Pierre Jarier looked like being without a drive 
at this race when the ATS team decided to miss the 
final three races of the year, but with Riccardo 
Patrese at the Estoril F2 race, Jarier found himself 
back with the Shadow team and was given a brand 
new chassis for the occasion, to replace the car 
damaged by Patrese in Monza. Jarier was happy with 
the car, although his first day’s times were made more 
difficult than usual by an ill-fitting seat that kept 
digging into his ribs. 

Ninth row runners Brett Lunger and Emerson 
Fittipaldi in their respective McLaren and Copersucar 
chassis, both unable to improve on their first session 
times, Lunger spoiling his chances after messing up 
the only good set of soft tyres in the second session 
when he ran the fronts before the rears while he was 
waiting for them to be fitted: ‘‘I should have waited’’, 
said Lunger. 

Clay Regazzoni missed the second of the two 
Friday sessions altogether when the Ensign team 
went to change the gear ratios between sessions and 
found the main pinion bearing on its way out, a job 
which could not be fixed in time. 

It was a bad day for the Ensign team, for Patrick 
Tambay also missed the second session when, after a 
couple of laps in the first, a water pipe came apart and 
his car dumped all its water and damaged the engine. 
A fresh engine was fitted for Saturday, while that too 
also blew after the oil tank drain plug fell out after a 
few laps, the oil spread around almost half a lap 
before Tambay knew anything was wrong, a right 
yellow oil pressure warning light not fixed to his car. 
It slowed lap times considerably during the Saturday 
untimed session, but the rain did a much better job in 
the final session and also ensured that Tambay had no 
way to qualify for the race for which he was the only 
non-qualifier. 

Rupert Keegan shared the tenth row with Regaz- 
zoni in the first of the two Heskeths, Ian Ashley right 
behind him on the 11th row with Ian Scheckter to his 
left. Scheckter was having his ‘usual’ handling prob- 
lems plus a blown engine with the March 771 on 
Friday culminating in a crash on Saturday morning, 
which fortunately did no more than damage the front 
right suspension, rear wing and exhaust system. 

The Marches of Alex Ribeiro and Patrick Neve 


filled the 11th row of the grid, the final row being 
taken by Hans Binder and Danny Ongais, America’s 
latest USAC star. Binder was back at the wheel of the 
Durex Surtees after his spell with ATS, the Austrian 
hampered even more by the difficult weather, having 
never raced at the Glen before. Danny Ongais was at 
the wheel of a brand-new Penske PC4, built up by 
Penske’s workshops in England to the same specifica- 
tion as that which had won the Austrian GP. It was a 
‘see what it’s all about’ programme made possible by 
Ongais’s sponsor Ted Field of Interscope Racing 
fame. It was Ongais’s first feel into Fl racing and, 
considering the problems of arriving on the scene 
with a new chassis, hardly tested, knowing nothing 
but what he had learned in the brief official practice 
on Friday during which a misfiring engine caused 
further complications, he did a good job to qualify as 
well as he did. 

One had the feeling that the quietly-spoken Ongais 
could make quite an impression in Formula 1 were he 
around on a regular basis, especially with the prep- 
aration of Parnelli Jones’s men, including crew chief 
Jim Chapman. At present the plan is to take in the 
two North American Grands Prix only. 

Despite the filthy weather conditions on Saturday 
afternoon, most of the field went out for at least a 
couple of laps to check wet settings, Lauda stopping 
after one lap describing the conditions as undrive- 
able. Scheckter said that at no point, even on the 
straight, could he get full power and at several places 
around the track there were deep puddles and rivers. 


RACE 


It was shades of Austria by the time the last of the 
spectators struggled to find a way into the track. The 
parking areas were a mass of mud, the Watkins Glen 
tractor working overtime in a bid to keep the bogged 
down traffic moving. 

On the outside of the final turn, the ‘Bog people’ 
were really living up to their name. covered in mud 
and armed with beer after a night’s long drinking, 
they had already amassed a big collection of old cars 
(and some not so old) that had been thrown into the 
ritual ‘Bog’ and burned. Rain or shine, they were 
having a ball. With the sky darkening more and more 
as the day wore on, it looked as though we were in for 
more rain. > 
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continued 


Other ‘side-shows’ before the start included a 
marriage on the start/finish line and an historic car 
parade. 

The morning warm-up was run on a dry track and 
went off without incident, which for Tambay meant 
no race and during the two-hour wait for the 2.35pm 
start the feared rain arrived. It was that fine drizzle. 
Enough to soak the track and the spectators, but not 
enough to keep the track soaked each time there was 
a brief break in the clouds. ; 

Was it getting brighter and drying, or was it here 
for the day? That was the question over which all the 
teams mused as the cars were assembled in the pit 
lane a few minutes before the start. McLaren decided 
it was here to stay and hurriedly switched Hunt’s car 
to the medium soft springs that had worked so well in 
both the wet and dry in Austria. They left the wings 
much the same as they had been in the dry as it wasn’t 
that wet and softened the bars. ‘““We made a calcu- 
lated guess”, said Hunt later. It turned out to be the 
right one. 

Down at the Brabham pit Hans Stuck was looking 
happily at the falling rain, the German one of the 
fastest in the wet on Saturday and always quick in the 
rain. This was going to be his day. The Brabham team 
were playing a very long shot putting his team-mate 
Watson on to dry tyres, the only man to have them 
which seemed a good reason not to have them, for 
while there were slim odds that the track might dry 
and he would be looking good, he would be looking a 
lot worse if the track stayed wet than if he had stayed 
on an even basis with the rest of the field right from 
the start. 

It wasn’t an easy decision, nor was it for the rest of 
the teams who also were making last minute decisions 
to run wet or dry settings, most of them going for a 
half-way medium. 

When the race finally got underway, it was Stuck 
who made the best start, leading the whole field 


safely through the tricky, banked turn one up to the 
chicane and away down the straight. Hunt was right 
behind him with Andretti, Reutemann, Peterson 
(holding his Tyrrell in a lurid slide ahead of Lauda) 
and the closely bunched mid-field all jostling for 
position almost lost in a ball of spray. 

Stuck was at the head of a Grand Prix for the first 
time in his career and by the end of the first lap he 
made it quite clear that he intended to stay there. 
Using the advantage of a clear road in front he 
powered the Brabham through the puddles like a 
rally driver on ice—Hunt soon dropping back to a 
‘safe’ distance, where “I could see what was happen- 
ing before it happened’’. 

He kept Stuck’s lead at four seconds, enjoying 
some sideways motoring himself in the process, while 
Andretti was establishing himself as third man in this 
race, pulling away from Scheckter in fourth spot, but 
at the same time losing ground to Hunt immediately 
ahead of him. 7! 

Scheckter was really storming on in the Wolf with 
some equally spectacular driving, which saw him in 
fifth place by lap 2 and ahead of Reutemann for 
fourth place on lap four. 

Peterson was really struggling to hold his Tyrrell up 
the front, to the point where he was making those 
quicker cars behind him—on the corners at least— 
take big chances in a bid to get by. Alan Jones was 
tunning really well, but was the first to exit the race 
when he tried to take Peterson for the umpteenth 
time. ‘‘He already put me on the grass twice trying to 
get by and in the end I tried so hard I lost it myself’, 
said Jones who went off at the same bend which saw 
Ickx’s bad crash the year before. ‘‘The catch fencing 
stopped me well and the car was not too bad, 
although when the marshals left it sticking out almost 
on the edge of the track for the whole race, I didn’t 
think it was going to stay that way for long.” 

Further down the field Danny Ongais, who had 
been making great progress and was up to 15th place 
in his Penske, also joined the list of casualties when 
he tried to take on Depailler’s Tyrrell at the bridge. 
He spun, bending the front suspension against the 
barrier and was out of the race after six rather 
spectacular laps. 

Vittorio Brambilla had limped into the pits after 


three laps with the front of his Surtees looking rather 
second-hand. “I lifted off to avoid Niki who gets very 
sideways in front of me and I spin myself’, said Vitt 
who took off the nose and bent back the radiators on 
the guard rail, but was still a runner—but sans nose. 
After taking Nilsson, Laffite, Regazzoni, Peterson 
and coming close to Lauda, Jochen Mass was another 
disappointing early retirement when he pulled off 
after eight laps with a broken fuel pump belt. Two 
laps later Ian Scheckter provided an exciting moment 


,. at the chicane when he arrived in the braking area 


and skated straight off the road just as he had done in 
Austria, his chassis substantially destroyed by the 
catch fencing posts he uprooted on the way to the 
barrier. 

Everybody was waiting for Stuck to do a similar 
thing, for as the race progressed his effort to pull 
away looked even more spectacular and, unbeknown 
to us on the outside, it was without a clutch as well, 
which had packed up after three laps. Could he keep 
up this pace for 59 laps? We never got the chance to 
find out, for after 14 laps the McLaren of Hunt came 
around all alone, Stuck having flown off the road at 
turn one when his car jumped out of gear going into 
the turn. A bad crease in the right front corner of the 
monocoque made it the third of a growing list of 
wrecked chasses. And there was more to come. 

Gunnar Nilsson fell foul of Ronnie Peterson on lap 
17, Jacques Laffite getting a grandstand seat as, 
according to Nilsson, ‘I was right alongside and he 
tan me off the road saying he didn’t see me there”’, 
just a few yards from where Jones had gone off. 

By this time the race had already become a boring 
procession as far as the lead was concerned. Hunt had 
built up a 13-second lead over Andretti who was a 
similar distance ahead of Scheckter. A brief tussle 
between Lauda and Reutemann had been decided on 
lap 11 when Reutemann spun, letting Lauda through 
to a comfortable fourth place, while Regazzoni was 
now breathing hard down Reutemann’s neck looking 
for fifth place. He got it after 24 laps when Reute- 
mann spun again, the first six places now firmly fixed 
long before the race had reached half-distance. Laf- 
fite was holding a steady seventh, having got by 
Peterson, not without difficulty, Hunt having lapped 
the leading Tyrrell at the halfway point. 


Jean-Pierre Jarier returned to Shadow for a one-off drive in the DN8, and went quite well. Here he leads the Heskeths of Ashley and Keegan. 
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After a slow start, stuck in the spray of his team~ 
mate, Ian Ashley, Rupert Keegan was coming to 
grips with his Hesketh, passing Jarier a few laps later 
for ninth place and then Peterson for eighth place. 
Peterson stopped a few laps later on the still very 
damp track to ask his pit for dry tyres. Ken Tyrrell 
sent him back out on wets and a wild driving Ronnie 
managed to wear them out and renew his demands 
for dries within three laps! 

This time he got them, but it took him another ten 
laps, by which time the track was considerably drier, 
before he was lapping at the same speeds he had been 
lapping on the wets. All this had also left him at the 
back end of the field, although he had the consolation 
of fastest lap of the race a lap before the finish, by 
virtue of the fact that he was still the only driver on 
slick tyres. 

Binder moved ahead of Brett Lunger early in the 
race, but at the end, hampered bya problem shock 
absorber at the rear, Lunger closed and retook his 
position, which ended up 10th with the Austrian 11th 
just clear of John Watson who ended up 12th, all on 
57 laps. So, too, was the Copersucar of Emerson 
Fittipaldi who struggled the whole race with dry 
setting that were causing him to lock his front brakes, 
understeer into the corners and oversteer out. Ashley 
dropped well back down the field after stopping to 
cure a loose wheel which turned out to be a loose 
wheel bearing. Neve and Brambilla brought up the 
tail-end of the field, the only other retirement being 
the Renault which went out at half-distance with dead 
electrics, which turned out to be a dead battery after 
the alternator pulley had been slipping. 

And so the race drew on to a long overdue end, the 
last lap coming just short of the maximum time of two 
hours. Hunt’s backing off at the end gave the wet and 
miserable crowd something to cheer at, although, 
despite the close finish, he had never been pushed 
from the moment he took the lead. 

If Lauda fails to race at Mosport next week, one 
could almost describe this race as a suitable epitaph to 
this year’s World Championship, most people, like 
Lauda, wishing this season already dead and buried 
and looking forward to the prospects of an exciting 
new one ahead. 


Above: Rupert Keegan drove his Hesketh spiritedly to finish eighth. Below: Clay Regazzoni drove the Ensign extremely well into fifth place. Here he closes on Reutemann’s 


Ferrari, which had a troubled race. 
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Pironi ’s Martini—Renault led all the way from pole position. 


René takes 
his revenge 


Arnoux clinches European title—Pironi’s first F2 victory—Remarkable 
debut by Daly—Report and photography: CHRIS WITTY. 


Last Sunday’s Estoril Formula 2 race was a 
classic. Estoril is a very demanding circuit 
and, because of the heat, the attrition rate 
is usually high. This event was an excep- 
tion, and we witnessed one of the best 
racelong dices ever seen in this formula. 

Underlining his ever growing talent, and 
perhaps justifying his place within the 
Tyrrell Grand Prix team next season, 
Didier Pironi was on top form. He ran hard 
and fast during practice, securing an easy 
pole and then, having withstood an early 
challenge from Bruno Giacomelli’s works 
March-BMW, pulled effortlessly away 
from his team-mate, René Arnoux, to score 
his first win in Formula 2. 

Arnoux spent the whole race trying to 
keep a determined Eddie Cheever at bay, 
and Eddie had his hands full fighting off 
Keijo Rosberg. Less than a second covered 
the three of them at the end—but it was 
Arnoux’s championship title. 

A fabulous performance was put up by 
Derek Daly, the young Irish driver having 
his first F2 race. Having qualified the 
ICI/Newsweek Chevron-Hart on the third 
row, he spent the entire race wedged be- 
tween the experienced Ingo Hoffmann and 
Riccardo Patrese, passing the Brazilian’s 
Ralt-BMW with eight laps to go and then 
setting a new record to cap a remarkable 
debut. Hoffmann then collided with Patrese 
on the same lap, and crashed out of the race 
in a series of spectacular flips. 


re EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 
ESTORIL 


ES 
: 


It had been a long, six-week break since the previous 
F2 race at Misano, due to the cancellations of the 
Zolder and Salzburg events, so all the top teams were 
raring to go at Estoril, on the coast near Lisbon. 
Although official practice was confined to its normal 
two sessions on the Saturday (totalling 2} hours), the 
circuit was in use since Wednesday, and everyone 
took advantage of pre-race testing. The European 
championship was still in the balance, although René 
Arnoux held a 9pts lead over closest rival Eddie 
Cheever and all the little Frenchman had to do was to 
finish ahead of his adversary to prevent the final 
outcome from going ‘down to the wire’ at Donington 
at the end of this month. 

The Elf Martini-Renault team had to be regarded 
as race favourites. Arnoux’s domination of the 1976 
event saw to that. The twists and turns and varying 
gradients of what many people regard as a superb 
race circuit (there are at least four places to overtake 
cleanly) seem to suit the Martini chassis, and any car 
with a ‘suspension travel’ usually excels here. To 
underline the importance of this event for the French, 
the Martini team had brought along the car’s design- 
er, Tico Martini, for a rare appearance to oversee 
operations. Three Mk22 chassis were on hand for 
Arnoux (02) and team-mate Didier Pironi (01), both 
in the long wheelbase form (thanks to a 10cms bell- 
house extension) which had first appeared at Nogaro. 
The spare chassis, in short wheelbase form, was tried 
by Arnoux in unofficial testing and, although he was 
lapping well under his 1m 34.01s pole time from last 
year (the lap record is his also at 1:34.55) he found 
the car ‘less sensitive’, than his race car in which he 
lapped half a second quicker. 

Pironi made the pole by almost 4sec, setting his best 
time in the cooler afternoon session, like everyone 
else. But Arnoux was elbowed off the front row by 
two hundredths, and the man who did it was Bruno 
Giacomelli, in his regular works/Scaini March-BMW. 

Bruno had two cars to choose from, a second 772P 
having been built originally for Hans Stuck to drive at 
Salzburg. This was the car Eje Elgh nearly drove, but 
after a brief try-out it was returned to ‘sleep’ in the 
March artic. Initially Bruno started out with his 
regular car in front radiator trim. As this is to be a 
standard fitting on next year’s production car, it was 


no surprise to find that he preferred the balance, but 
designer Robin Herd found that ‘‘The nosecone was 
flexing too much under aerodynamic pressure’’, so 
they reverted back to the standard side radiator 
configuration. 

Bruno did not run too many laps, and any hope of 
ousting Pironi from the pole ended when ‘‘Some.... 
forgot to put enough petrol in’. Later Herd admitted, 
with a smile, that the .... was him! 

Riccardo Patrese’s effort in his regular Trivellato- 
run Chevron-BMW was rather a last minute affair. 
The Italian had spent practice trying a rear suspen- 
sion tweak administered by Chevron’s Paul Owens 
and, although this triangular bottom wishbone setup 
proved good for traction out of the corners, Riccardo 
said it upset the rear end of the car too much under 
braking. Despite locking front brakes and a slow rear 
puncture on his last lap, he pushed on to set a good 
challenging time. His team-mate, Lamberto Leoni in 
the Ferrari-engined car (which still remains in wide- 
track form as the double-banked exhaust system gets 
in the way of the narrow rear end), was not as forceful 
as at the last race. 

Destroying rear tyres was one of Eddie Cheever’s 
big problems with his Project 4 Ralt-BMW, the lad 
from Arizona finding the team’s T-car much more 
responsive and almost a second quicker tham his 
own. Team-mate Ingo Hoffmann found the same, but 
whereas Eddie was able to practise the spare car, 
Ingo had no alternative but to set about dialling his 
in. Cheever was impressive through the fast corners 
but, just as he set out to put in a real flyer, he 
blistered one of his left rears. A glance towards the 
Goodyear personnel saw them, in turn, looking 
across at Cheever’s driving style... . 

In similar trouble was ‘Keke’ Rosberg, making a 
re-appearance in F2 since Enna where he won for the 
Fred Opert team. To watch, ‘Keke’ is exciting. He 
has spectator appeal. He flings his Chevron-Hart 
around in big opposite slides, bouncing over kerbs, 
stabbing at the throttle. He is a real racer, as we were 
to see. 

Perhaps the sensation of the meeting was the 
performance of Derek Daly, making his debut in the 
ICI/Newsweek Ardmore Chevron-Hart. This car was, 
in the old wide-track (by 4ins at the rear) form, unlike 
the Opert and Trivellato cars. By no means over- 
awed, the 24-year-old from Dublin who, less than a 
year ago, was still banging wheels in Formula Ford, 
took to the 300bhp formula with the panache of a 
man very definitely on the way to the top. 

After his initial exploratory laps on Friday were 
brought to a premature halt by the connecting bolts 
falling out of the gearbox and the ring gear falling off 
the engine, he watched out on the circuit the way the 
Rosbergs, Cheevers and Pironis do it, and then 
promptly went out and posted the fastest unofficial 
Chevron time at 1;34.1. A slightly optimistic time 
during the first official session made everyone sit up 
and take notice, and then, during the afternoon and 
with the minimum amount of fuss (“I’m really 
worried about my stamina in this heat’’), he put ina 
fabulous lap, which left the onlooking Brian Hart 
virtually speechless as both rear tyres lit up blue 
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smoke leaving one of the hairpins. Not even Cheever 
and Rosberg had managed to light up both! 

Daly was one of the talking points, and the other 
was Bje Elgh, the young Swede who, with Marlboro 
backing, was also making his F2 debut in one of 
Opert’s Chevrons. Eje was overshadowed somewhat 
by the man who threatens to steal the British BP F3 
title from under his nose, but he did have his fair 
share of problems. He found it difficult to set his car 
up to his liking, failing to break into the 35s until a 
major suspension rework made everything so much 
better that his times began to tumble. “‘It’s a different 
car now,” he said. “Unfortunately we’ve arrived at 
the situation a day late. Still, I’m learning.” 

A good effort was put in by the likeable Freddy 
Kottulinsky in his Ralt-BMW: “At last I’ve got a 
good engine. This one from Heidegger is giving me 
29Sbhp.” 

Alongside Elgh on the-grid was Michel Leclére in 
the lead Kauhsen-Ranault. Michel was the first driver 
not to get under Arnoux’s lap record, but his was a 
good effort considering that last year these cars were 
virtually undriveable over the bumps. Even now, in 
long wheelbase form, Michel found the car ‘‘unsym- 
metrical in the corners” but, apparently, this is a 
complaint he’s had before. The other two Kauhsens 
were handled by Alain Prost, the young Frenchman 
who looks likely to win the final year of Super 
Renault, and local Formula Ford driver Mario da 
Silva. The latter didn’t look remotely like qualifying, 
but Prost got in. 

Bernard de Dryver got his Gerard/Gubelmann 
March in, while a good performance was put up by 
Marc Sourd, having his first F2 outing in “Jimmy” 
Mieusset’s Martini- BMW, a new Mk22 built for 
Mieusset to use in French hillclimbs at the beginning 
of the year. 

Alberto Colombo had dreadful traction problems 
with his Paulo Pavanello-run March-BMW,, the team 
having lost its Sarea TV sponsorship and only running 
one car, Sandro Pesenti-Rossi’s being left at home. 
Also having traction problems was Danny Sullivan in 
the Boxer, but once a broken front anti-roll bar was 
traced the American ended up faster than Elio de 
Angelis, the 19-year-old sensation of Misano. 

De Angelis and team-mate Gianfranco Brancatelli 
found their Ralt-Ferraris unresponsive. “My car’s 
actually better on full tanks,”’ said Elio, while Branca- 
telli reckoned ‘It’s because we have the weight of the 
engine and gearbox so much higher in the chassis than 
the Chevron-Ferrari. It upsets the rear end over the 
bumps.” Only one Ralt-Ferrari made it, Brancatelli 
failing: ‘‘I set my car up far too soft.” 

The back row held Giancarlo Martini’s Martini- 
Renault, which blew an engine during the pre-race 
warm-up, while Laurent Ferrier found himself rather 
surprisingly in the race with his Roc Chrysler- 
powered Chevron. 


QUALIFIERS 
Didier Pironi + Martini-Renault .... 
BrunoGiacomelli March-BMW..... 
Rene Arnoux ...... . Martini-Renault 
Riccardo Patrese . Chevron-BMW . 


Derek Daly... 
Keljo Rosberg. 
Freddy Kottulins! 
Lamberto Leoni 


. Kauhsen-Ri 
. Chevron-Hart 
. March-BMW.. 
. Martini-BMW . 


Alberto Colombo. . March-BMW. 
Danny Sullivan ... . Boxer-Hart 

Eliode Angelis . Railt-Ferrari... 
Alain Prost...... . Kauhsen-Renault. 
Giancarlo Martini . Martini-Renauit 


Laurent Ferrier. Chevron-Chrysier. 


NON QUALIFIERS 
Gianfranco Brancatelli (Ralt-Ferrari), 1m 36.008; Ricardo Zunino 
(March-Hart), 1m 36.018; Michel Pignard (Chevron-Chrylser), 1m 
36.028; Carlo Giorgio (March-Hart), 1m 37.068; Wink Bancroft (Chev- 
ron-Hart), 1m 37.688; Mario da Silva (Kauhsen-Renault), 1m 40.158; 
Ariel Bakst (Ralt-BMW), 1m 46.38s. 


RACE 


Race day weather was considerably cooler, so the 
wear rate on tyres was no longer a worry. The start 
actually caught a couple of people cold, but hardened 
campaigners like Rosberg and Hoffmann were al- 
ready charging up and banging wheels into the first 
corner. Pironi had the advantage from his pole slot, 
and pulled clear from the pursuing Giacomelli and 
Arnoux during the first lap. Then Bruno closed in and 
set about making areal race of it. + 

Completing lap 1, the works March was the meat in 
the French sandwich with Patrese, Cheever, Rosberg, 
Hoffmann, Leoni, Daly, Elgh and the rest strung out 
behind. Already out was de Angelis, having been hit 
by another car which broke the rear suspension. 

Lap 2, and there was much scrabbling for places 
behind the leading trio. Patrese having had a big 
understeer moment which allowed Cheever, Rosberg 
and Hoffmann through and then, a lap later, a certain 
Mr Daly. 

By lap 5, Bruno was beginning to push Pironi hard: 
“But he kept braking in the middle of the corners. 
He’s done that to me before, I see him look in his 
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mirror. Maybe I would have passed him”, reflected 
Bruno after the incident which ended any chance he 
had of a worthwhile placing. It happened on lap 8 
when he spun at one of the right hand hairpins and 
thumped the nose against the guardrail. “‘Okay, it 
was my fault.’’ A visit to the pits, and he was out later 
trying for fastest lap. 

With Giacomelli gone, the pressure was off, and 
Pironi began to ease away from his team-mate. 
Further and further he went, on to an untroubled 
victory. But Pironi was forgotten. All eyes were on 
what was happening behind. 

With Cheever setting his sights on Arnoux, there 
came on the scene a unwelcome guest, certainly as far 
as Eddie was concerned. It was Mr Spectacular 
himself. ‘Keke’ Rosberg. 

For lap after lap after lap, the Opert Chevron was 
climbing all over the back of the Ralt, trying to force 
a way through. But no way on God’s earth was Eddie 
going to let Arnoux out of his sights. “I reckoned if I 
pressed Eddie hard enough in those early laps, he 
would make a mistake. He usually does under 
pressure”, said Rosberg afterwards, with a broad 
grin. But Eddie stayed hard and fast. They banged 
wheels again and again, and still the Chevron couldn't 
get by. And all the time, Arnoux inched further 
away.... 

Then, on lap 23, Eddie got some breathing space as 
‘Keke’ spun just where Giacomelli had: “I had no 
choice—my front wheels were inside Eddie’s and I 
couldn’t put on any opposite lock, otherwise I’d have 
hit him”. They collided anyway, but much later! 

The Finn dropped around 8secs, restarting behind 
the battling duo of Hoffmann and the amazing Daly 
who were, in turn, just ahead of Patrese’s understeer- 
ing Chevron. ‘I let him by without any bother’, said 
Daly afterwards, which allowed Rosberg to streak 
away again. The Finn then overtook Hoffmann on 
the outside of one of the hairpins and tore off after 
Cheever, pulling him in at $sec per lap. And, in turn, 
Cheever was now catching Arnoux. 

Down came the gap, until Rosberg was right with 
the Ralt again, only this time Eddie had closed up on 
the Martini. Then it all started again, and immedi- 
ately Arnoux began to inch away once more. “I'd 
have to take a completely different line in order to 
keep ‘Keke’ out, sometimes even having to force him 
on to the dirt in order to concentrate on Arnoux,” 
said Eddie. ‘‘ ‘Keke’ is amazing. He’s the only bloke I 
know who would come up to me aftewards and say, 
‘that was great fun’, and laugh. Anyone else would 
have broke a glass over my head!” 

The end result was that René hung on, his car 
suffering from too much oversteer in the corners 
because he was running too little wing and the rear 
tyres were going off. Still, the wing made him quick 
enough down the main straight to hold off Cheever 
and Rosberg by less than a second. What a dice. 


Cheever during his no-holds-barred dice with Rosberg. 
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But it didn’t end there. Further back, but always 
within sight of the fracas going on in front of them, 
were Hoffmann, Daly and Patrese. Leoni had fallen 
away from this group with a worsening engine vibra- 
tion, dropping behind the duelling Kottulinsky and 
Eigh, who ran good, steady races until the end. 

Daly’s progress was now attracting attention as 
well, the Dublin driver running his race as he had 
hoped, not getting involved and pacing himself: 
“That’s why I didn’t really try to pass Ingo too early 
on. I was trying to conserve my stamina.” 

But as Patrese began to apply pressure on the pair 
in the latter stages, Daly got the message and made 
his move. Hoffmann thwarted a couple of early 
attempts before the Irishman outbraked the Brazilian 
at the end of the main straight with eight laps to go. 
Patrese immediately followed suit two corners later, 
but Ingo retaliated and tried to scrabble round on the 
outside. But it didn’t work. Patrese’s car met Hoff- 
mann’s and over went the Ralt, landing upside down 
with a severely distorted rollover hoop. Ingo got out, 
his helmet heavily marked by one of the front wheels, 
but he was all right. 

Patrese continued unabated and started an attack 
on Daly, but even though ‘“‘my neck was killing me”’, 
the ICI car went faster and faster, knocking Arnoux’s 
record for six and setting fastest lap in Daly’s 
successful efforts to defend a truly superb fifth place. 

It had been quite a motor race. What an advertise- 
ment for Formula 2. If Donington is half as good as 
this, it will be really worth going to see. 


Grande Premio do Estoril 
October 2 
50 lape—217.50kms 

European Formulas 2 championship, round 12 
1, Didier Pironl, (Martini-Gordini Renault CH1B, Mk22), 1h 19m 29.30s, 
164.175kph; 
2, Rene Arnoux (Martini-Gordin! Renault CH1B, Mk22), ih 19m 
46.653; 
3, Eddie Cheever (Ralt-GmbH BMW M12 AT1), 1h 19m 47.228; 
4, Keijlo Rosberg (Chevron-Hart 420R B40), 1h 19m 47.528; 
5, Derek Daly (Chevron-Hart 420R B40), 1h 19m 55.498; 
6, Riccardo Patrese (Chevron-GmbH BMW M12 B40), 1h 19m 56.188; 

7, Freddy Kottulinsky (Ralt-Heidegger BMW Mi2 AT), 1h 20m 
25.663; 8, Ejo Elgh (Chevron-Hart 420R B40) ih 20m 45.418; 9, 
Lamberto Leoni (Chevron-Dino Ferrar! 206 B40), 1h 21m 03.128; 10, 
Michel Leclére (Kauhsen-Gordini Renault CHiB 2), 49 laps; 11, 
Danny Sullivan (Boxer-Hart 420R PR276), 49 laps; 12, Giancarlo 
Martini (Martini-Bozian Renault CHi1B Mk22), 49 laps; 13, Alberto 
Colombo (March-Heidegger BMW M12 772), 47 laps; 14, Bruno 
Giacomelli (March-GmbH BMW M12 772P), 45 laps. 

Fastest lap: Daly, on lap 45, 1m 34.168, 166.312kph (outright 
circult record). 

Retirements: Elio de Angelis (Ralt-Dino Ferrari 206 AT1), lap 1, 
broken rear suspension; Bernard de Dryver (March-Pipo BMW M12 
778), lap 13, transmission vibration; Alain Prost (Kauhsen-Mader 
Renault CH1B 2J), lap 19, broken front upright locating pin; Laurent 
Ferrier (Chevron-RoC Chrysler Simca B40), lap 19, engine; Marc 
Sourd (Martini-Mader BMW M12 Mk22), lap 25, electrics; Ingo Hoff- 
mann (Ralt-Mader BMW M12 RT1), lap 42, accident involving Patrese. 

European Formule 2 Championship (after 12 rounds): 1, René 
Arnoux, 51 points; 2, Eddie Cheever, 40; 3, Didier Pironi, 34; 4, 
Riccardo Patrese, 32; 5, Bruno Giacomelll, 23; 6, Keijlo Rosberg, 19; 7, 
Alberto Colombo and Ingo Hoffmann, 18; 9, Sandro Pesenti-Rossi, 13; 
10, Brian Henton, 12; etc. 
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Cork 20: it’s all in the family jan Muir 


Nelson suffers nasty accident; great drive from Fisher 


Nestling at the mouth of the 
Bandon River, Kinsale is a quiet 
little haven, whose plentiful bis- 
tros and restaurants coupled 
with its calm harbour make it a 
centre for sailors and gourmets 
alike. Once a year at the begin- 
ning of October the peace of this 
little town is shattered by the 
arrival of the Irish rallying cir- 
cus as the streets reverberate 
with the sound of open exhausts, 
and the many _hostelries 
throughout the town burst at 
the seams with imbibers, all 
discussing the chances of their 
favourite driver. Though the 
main point of discussion was to 
eventually centre around the ap- 


pearance or non-appearance of 
the legendary local hero, Billy 
Coleman. Many of his support- 
ers were to remain disappoint- 
ed. But to keep the event in the 
family his cousin Ger Buckley, 
co-driven as usual by John Ca- 
plice, took his RS1800, complete 
with famous number TUI 250, 
to a virtual start to finish 
victory. 

Apart from the non-starting Coleman 
and his victorious cousin the entry was 
headed by no less than 13 Porsche 
Carreras with the odds being heavily 
loaded in favour or the two northern 
crews, Brian Nelson/Malcolm Neill and 
Derek Boyd/Les Weir, though in the 
last analysis both were destined to have 
a short and disastrous event. 

Other leading Carrera drivers includ- 
ed Ian Corkhill, Steve Carr, Ken 
Shields, Jeff Crabtree and David 
Shacklock; whilst joining the ranks of 
the non-starters were Noel Smith and 
Sean Campbell. 

Two Escort crews that were to soon 
put their mark on the rally were in cars 
that were strange to them: Bertie 
Fisher/Austin Frazer making their G4 
debut and Ronnie McCartney/Willie 
Moffatt in an ex-Reg Mullenger car as 
Ronnie was saving his Avenger for the 
northern championship. Local money 
just had to be on the Demie 
Fitzgerald/Paddy Kavanagh Escort, any 
car crewed by a baker and a fisherman 
had to be good for the odd 
miracle . . . (sorry!). 

One of the features of this year’s rally 
was the attendance of the ‘Ballyraine 
Bugle’ brigade, operating their usual 
efficient instant newspaper service, and 
keeping up a constant flow of news and 
slander even without the presence of 
the irrepressible Plum Tyndall, his son 
Billy being in charge on this occasion. 
Good news for British enthusiasts is 
that the ‘Bugle’ lorry will be much in 
evidence on the RAC, producing myr- 
iad editions of the ‘Lombard Leader’. 
Its a publication not to be missed. 


RALLY 


Two drivers who made an early impres- 
sion on the rally were destined for short 
runs. Cardiff's Mal Stuart took an im- 
mediate lead only to roll heavily on 
SS4, whilst Jennifer Birrell in the cen- 
tury Oils/Ian Lines Rallying TR7 had a 
piston let go on SS3, having taken third 
fastest on the long main road first stage. 
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Bertie Fisher—fine G4 debut. 


After five stages, McCartney was just 
holding off Buckley and Nelson whilst 
John Coyne in his Series 7 two litre 
avenger was easily in command of 
Group One, though similarly mounted 
Dublin man, James Doherty, had re- 
tired on the first stage with Sparrow- 
type gearbox trouble. 

Also out on the first stage was Manx 
man Ian Corkhill who suffered terminal 
engine failure. Derek Boyd spoiled his 
chances of a third good result in a 
month when he suffered brake failure 
on the second stage and disappeared 
over a bank, whilst flat out in fourth. 
Needless to say he stayed there. Peter 
Thompson had problems on the fifth 
stage when the gear lever came out in 
his hand, dropping him back two 
places. On the same stage local man 
Donie Keating suffered an uncomfort- 
able few minutes when the seat on his 
Escort broke away from its mountings. 

With just two stages to go to the end 
of the day’s rallying Brian Nelson had a 
brake caliper seize on a very fast bend 
causing the Tuca Tiles Carrera to spin 
and then roll several times, writing off 
the shell whilst the crew were lucky to 
sustain only light injuries; Nelson losing 
the very tip of a finger which was later 
sewn back on in hospital and Malcolm 
Neill knocking himself unconscious for 
10 minutes. As the rally returned for a 
night halt at Kinsale the leaderboard 


Brian Nelson—injured hand. 


was as follows: Ger Buckley (RS1800); 
Ronnie McCartney (RS1800); Bertie 
Fisher (RS1800); Ken Shields (Car- 
rera); Demie Fitzgerald (RS1800); 
John Coyne (Avenger); Geoff Crabtree 
(Carrera); Peter Thompson (RS1800); 
Steve Carr (Carrera); Dick Lust 
(Carrera). 

The once mighty Porsche steamroller 
was completely annihilated though at 
the start on Sunday morning the second 
placed Escort of McCartney was unable 
to reach the first stage as a bout of over 
revving the previous day had bent a 
valve and his rally was run. 

All eyes now were turned to the 
flying Bertie Fisher, who despite the 
fact that this was his debut, had turned 
in a string of fastest times on the 
Saturday stages. However, the wily 
Buckley used his local knowledge to 
good effect and managed to hold his 
one minute advantage over the Ulster- 
man to the bitter end. 

The notorious ‘flying crossroads’ 
near Knocknanav House caused many 
competitors to fly high and far. The 
record distance going to the little VW 
Golf of David O’Brien who reputedley 
travelled some 30 yards before regain- 
ing terra firma. Peter Thompson man- 
aged such a heavy landing that he bent 
his steering rack to an extent that he 
had to finish the rally with very little left 
lock: this was not his only problem as a 
30 second penalty for an alleged jump 
start at the Minane bridge stage not 
only dropped him from fifth to sixth but 
cost him the award for the best overseas 
entrant as well. A large rock on the 
same stage deranged the steering on 
Dick Lust’s Carrera, putting him out, 
his position in the top 10 was highly 
creditable as the car is new to him and 
his experience is better known in the 
Pirelli CCC championship. 

John Coyne rolled out of the rally 
and a certain Group One win half way 
through the afternoon, leaving this 
category to Mick Dolan’s RS2000 from 
the ex-James Hunt Tour of Britain 
Magnum Coupe of Vincent Bonner. 

After rolling on the first stage of the 
event, Willie Rutherford and his service 
crew put 41 hours’ work into re-build- 
ing the G2 Avenger he had bought 
especially for the event, and then went 
out and pulversied the opposition on 
the Sunday run; Willie totally confusing 
the Irish with his Geordie humour. 

A depleted entry finished the rally at 
Actons Hotel, Kinsale, on Sunday 
afternoon with Ger Buckley proving a 
very popular local winner and Geoff 
Crabtree/Tony McMahon taking the 
honours as best overseas crew after a 
virtually trouble free run. 

Undoubtedly the revelation of the 
rally was the speed of Bertie Fisher who 
certainly surprised the G4 establish- 
ment. It was a pity that more British 
entries were not present though as long 
as the event continues to clash with the 
Lindisfarne this must inevitably be the 
case. The event provides an excellent 
weekend’s sport and entertainment for 


a modest outlay. 
JOHN FODEN 


B and | international Cork 20 

1, Buckley/Caplice (RS1800) 9970; 
2, Fisher/Frazer (RS1800) 10026; 
3, Fitzgerald/Kavanagh (RS1800) 10192; 
4, Shields/Lyster (Porsche Carrera) 10196; 
5, Crabtree/McMahon (Porsche Carrera) 10316; 
6, Thompson/Condon (RS18000 10343; 

7,Carr/Whale (Porsche Carrera) 10454; 8, Fagan/ 
Kehoe (RS1800) 10594; 9, Dolan/Stewart (RS2000) 
10675; 10, Bonner/Bonner (Vauxhall Magnum) 
10684. 
Group One 
1, Dolan/Stewart (RS2000) 10675; 2, Bonner/Bon- 
ner (Vauxhall Magnum) 10684. 


‘retires’ 


Ian Muir, much respected Clerk of the 
Course for the Burmah Rally in recent 
years, energetic Rallies Committee 
member and chairman of the new Brit- 
ish International Rallies Committee has 
recently resigned all of these commit- 
ments in motor sport, due primarily to 
pressure of work in his rapidly expand- 
ing chartered surveying business. Ian, 
who has been the driving force behind 
the success story of the Burmah in 
recent years, never ever saw himself as 
a permanent encumbent of the post, 
and he now feels that he has taken on 
too much, to the extent of not being 
able to perform any one of these extra- 
curricular tasks to the standards he 
would wish for. 

Motor sport and its satellite institu- 
tions have a certain insidious quality to 
them, and Ian has undoubtedly discov- 
ered the full extent of the problem. He 
however will not be severing his con- 
nections completely as he hopes to 
contest the RAC Rally this year with 
Jimmy McRae, and next year hopes to 
do more rallying with him. Ian and 
Burmah have parted on most amicable 
terms, and no doubt he will be still in 
the background of Lanarkshire Car 
Club’s organisation, ready to offer ad- 
vice, etc, if needed. In the meantime it 
is expected that deputy Stuart Parker 
will be taking over Clerk of the Course 
duties on the Burmah International. 


@ The entry list for the Lombard RAC 
Rally closes next Wednesday. So far, 
Belgrave Square had only recieved just 
over 70 entries as we went to press, and 
on the merits of those entries, a spokes- 
man commented that Leyland stand a 
very good chance of not only winning 
the rally ouright, but of taking the 
Manufacturers team prize to boot! 
Now, we wonder, who has not got 
around to entering yet! 


@ The RAC’s competition to promote 
British rallying (in letter form) has now 
closed. The competition, announced on 
Open Day, received considerable inter- 
est and the results will be made known 
in two weeks’ time. 


@ Bertie Fisher’s excellent run on the 
Cork 20, his first competitive G4 ap- 
pearance, came as a revelation to the 
watchers who had predicted that he 
would throw the car off into the fields. 
The driver was very apprehensive at the 
start and he and Austin Frazer mutually 
agreed to play themselves in and disre- 
gard other drivers’ stages times initially. 
During this period Gerry Buckley took 
over a minute out of them in four stages 
but by the end of the day Bertie, 
revelling in the car and conditions, was 
setting fastest stage times. On Sunday 
morning, following another discussion, 
it was mutually decided to settle for a 
highly satisfactory second place, but in 
two stages Fisher still took 40 seconds 
from Gerry, which made the latter’s 92 
second overnight lead look to be in 
some jeopardy. Fisher was now in 
something of a quandary. Should he 
tisk his excellent second overall and go 
for the win, or play safe? A leaking oil 
seal which affected the response of the 
rear brakes, put the issue beyond 
doubt, and the Lindsay Cars sponsored 
RS1800 finished a fine second—its driv- 
er delighted by the transformation from 
G1 to G4. It all bodes very well for 
Bertie Fisher. 
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Special stage aR: ese 
WCR moves to San Remo (Chrysler: 


Can Bjorn Waldegaard break up the Italians’ ‘numbers game?’ 


Odds, if that is the right word, are 
firmly on the Fiat empire this week as 
they take on the interlopers in the form 
of Boreham, just a few miles from the 
former’s home base at Turin. The San 
Remo started on Tuesday evening, the 
ninth round of a WCR which must now 
be swinging inexorably in the direction 
of the Italians. A single setback in 
Canada, coupled to the rather feeble 
scoring system (which tends to favour 
the massed ranks approach while 
scarcely rewarding outright wins ade- 
quately) has allowed the Fiat machine 
to close the gap dramatically, and on 
the tarmac of San Remo and later in 
Corsica, Ford will find it hard to geta 
look in as the Italians play “the num- 
bers game” (we believe there are a total 
of 11 Stratos and 11 Abarth 131s en- 
tered on the San Remo!) and crowd the 
rally with their tarmac racers. 

With such weight in numbers, plus 
proven tarmac skills and machinery, 
there can surely be only one outcome, 
even if Boreham do have a fine ‘all 
rounder’ in Bjorn Waldegaard and a 
quick tarmac exponent in Ari Vatanen. 
For the Italians to get beaten at San 
Remo is tantamount to Ford getting 
beaten by them on the RAC—the gap is 
as wide as that, and the addition of the 
Stratos steamroller (four of which are 
Alitalia works cars) merely helps to set 
a crushing pace while keeping Boreham 
out of the points. By these tactics and 


others throughout the year (eg by 
‘buying’ drivers not to drive for Ford, 
etc) Fiat hope to come to the RAC in 
November with an all but unassailable 
position. There is little but bravado to 
suggest that they won’t. 

The San Remo itself is a very fast 
rally. It takes place solely on tarmac 
this year; (even the long Mont Ceppo 
Stage has been cut so as to avoid using 
the gravel sections) and the only gravel 
to be found on the route will be over 
the link roads. All the stages take place 
either in darkness or twilight, and the 
event is divided up into three legs, all 
based on San Remo itself. The event 
began at 7.00pm on Tuesday and the 
first leg (of 420kms) brought competi- 
tors back to san Remo at 4.50am on 
Wednesday. The second loop took 
place last night and returned to San 
Remo at 9.30 this morning (605kms) 
and tomorrow’s final loop (Friday even- 
ing) has a duration of 582kms; once 
again starts at 7.00pm and finishes on 
Saturday at 9.15am. 

There are just over 800kms of stages 
altogethef—a ruthlessly twugh test over 
roads which drivers like Verini and 
Munari know in their sleep. Walde- 
gaard’s car employs a coil sprung rear 
axle although it is otherwise located 
conventionally with Panhard Rod and 
four links. Vatanen’s machine is the ex- 
Waldegaard RAC car, suitably re-shel- 
led . . . it really is a case of “the Magni- 


ficent Two”. Waldegaard is number 
one on the road. Let us hope that does 
not bode ill for him. 

Bjorn’s car is the subject of quiet 
optimism at Boreham. It is a new ‘S’ 
registration machine and really looks 
the part on its split-rim BBS wheels (as 
well as Minilites). It is said to be some 
130kgs lighter than usual, as well as 
having some 30 more bhp(!) A real 
Tracer... 

Dunlop carried out a week’s testing 
with Bjorn in San Remo some three 
weeks ago, and tyres evolved for the 
rally are built to the same construction 
as Leyland used on the Manx. Com- 
pounds will be 418 and 534, the latter 
for wet or intermediate use. Patterns 
are slicks, or hand cut slicks. Ford are 
using 8ins and 9ins front and rear wheel 
sizes and tyre sizes are as follows: front 
175/530-13; rear: 230/550-13 (Bjorn); 
225/500-13 (Ari). The difference in rear 
sizes is simply that Ari has the conven- 
tional rear leaf spring set-up while 
Bjorn’s car has coil springs. Dunlop 
have in fact been very busy of late as 
both Leyland and Ford have been test- 
ing with them at Cadwell, while they 
also went with Leyland to the Isle of 
Man before the rally. 

One wonders whether Bjorn’s new 
car will measure up to the speed of the 
Fiats on their very own tarmac. It’s 
certainly going to be a fascinating rally, 
and there may even be a surprise result! 


Typical San Remo country . . . this loose section of the Passo di Teglia is now only used as a link section; the stages are similar but 
with the addition of tarmac . . 


No more Oates for Henderson 


Oates Garage (Willington) Limited, the 
County Durham Toyota dealers, have 
taken on a Datsun franchise. This 
means the cancellation of their plans to 
rally a two litre eight-valve Toyota 
Corolla with Fred Henderson in 1978. 


Terry Oates, the company’s enthusi- 
astic managing director, explained: 
“Obviously, we have been more than 
happy with Fred’s results over the past 
three years. He has proved to my 
satisfaction that he is the top rally 
driver in the North East, especially 
from a sponsor’s point of view. We 
would actually like to run him in a 
Datsun on the 1978 British National 
Rally Championship, but this would 
only be possible with the support of 
Datsun UK, who are currently not 
disposed towards competition of any 
kind.” 
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- somewhat harrowing at any time—particularly at night! 


Oates will thus fulfil their 1977 
commitments, running Henderson on 
the remaining two rounds of the 
Motor/RAC Rally Championship (the 
Castrol 77 and the International 
Lombard RAC Rally of Great Britain). 

At the end of this year, however, the 
complete outfit will be up for sale to the 
highest bidder: Corolla rally car, Hiace 
service van and spare parts. And Hen- 
derson himself will be looking for an- 
other competitive drive. 

As mainland Britain’s largest Toyota 
dealers, Oates stress that the decision 
to transfer to Datsun has been taken 
purely for commercial reasons—the 
move is expected to almost double their 
turnover. Some 2000 drivers have 
bought Toyotas from Oates in the past 
nine years and the company will contin- 
ue to stock a full range of Toyota 
spares, etc, on their behalf. 


Millen takes 
the series 


Aucklander Rod Millen won the fourth 
and final round of the Pall Mall-spon- 
sored New Zealand Rally Champion- 
ship in his Mazda RX3 at Auckland on 
September 24. This was a clear victory 
by almost 4m from Jim Donald (Escort 
RS1800). Third was Howard Collier 
and fourth was Clive Smith. Both drove 
RS1800s. The two-day 885m event 
comprised 21 special stages, totalling 
383km over winding forestry and coun- 
try roads with an opening stage of 
2.5km right at the start on tarmac in a 
shopping complex. 


thoughts 
onthe 424 


Chrysler’s much discussed 424 project i: 
still officially ‘in the dark’ even thougt 
the car has been on show at variou: 
exhibitions, etc, for the past two weeks. 
It is currently driven by a similar 16. 
valve 2-litre engine to the one whick 
powered Unett’s Avenger on the Many 
(a BRM derivative) but one imagine: 
that the ROC (Racing Organisatior 
Chrysler) motor used in France this 
year with some success on race circuits 
(and said to produce some 270bhp from 
its 2-litres in race tune), will be the 
ultimate power unit for the 424 when it 
eventually appears in competition in 
this country. 

The 424 is however a long way from 
either homologation or production in 
this guise, and one imagines that the 
team will probably run the 424 from the 
beginning of next year with a pushrod 
2-litre motor, at least until the summer 
by which time their production/homolo- 
gation problems may have been solved. 
In the meantime they expect to be 
testing hard and will be trying the 424 
against the ‘BRM’ Avenger in back-to- 
back tests. One of the principal prob- 
lems, one imagines, will be in trying to 
endow the 424 with a suitable rear 
suspension for rallying which is at once 
also suitable for a road car—those long 
links don’t half chop up the rear seat 
space! The car itself is considerably 
lighter, particularly over the rear axle, 
than the Avenger, and it seems as 
though the team have already 
approached a British driver with a view 
to a full contract for next season. What- 
ever; Chrysler mean business next year 
and it will be excellent to see them 
return to full time rallying with by what 
at the end of next season may well be a 
truly competitive car. 

In the interim they have an almost- 
new G4 Avenger which is scheduled to 
be reprepared for the RAC following 
the: Manx. The question is who should 
drive it. They are only too aware that 
most of the best names are not avail- 
able, so Chrysler may in fact not be 
running an official car on the RAC after 
all. 


@ Cinesport 7 have just released a 30 
minute 8mm sound film of the 1977 
Burmah International Rally. This film 
is available on loan to motor clubs from 
Nancy Gemski, Secretary, Cinesport 7 
Film Library,-19 Stanhope Close, New- 
ton Hall Park, Durham. 


@ Andrew Cowan’s next major foreign 
date will be the Bandama Rally at 
Christmas when he will be partnered by 
Johnstone Syer. 


@ Russell Brookes’ partner in Corsica 
will be Martin Holmes who will be 
reading the notes as John Brown cannot 
afford the time away from his Heart of 
England Tourist Board duties. 


@ Commencing on Thursday, Novem- 
ber 3, Nigel Raeburn will be running 
another six week series of rally naviga- 
tion evening classes near Manchester: 
The course will cover both stage and 
road rallying, and cover all aspects of 
co-driving and navigating. Enquiries 
and enrolments to: Wythenshawe 
Adult Education Centre; The Birtles, 
Wythenshawe Town Centre, Manches- 
ter M22 SRF (061-437 1231). 
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ai aie special stage 


Excitement on the Castrol ’77 


Alen’s Fiat and Walfridsson’s Toyota just two of the attractions 


Markku Alen—very keen. 


The Castrol ’77, which takes place on 
Saturday week, promises to be the most 
*xciting national event we have wit- 
1essed for many years. The entry list 
dears more resemblance to the Lom- 
vard RAC than to either the penulti- 
mate round of the Motor/RAC or Cas- 
rol/AuTOsPoRT championship. Most 
exciting of the non-regulars is the addi- 
‘ion of none other than the electrifying 
Markku Alen at number three, driving 
iworks Fiat Abarth 131 Mirafiori. 

As long ago as mid-summer, Markku 
iad been pushing to get some practice 
over here prior to the RAC Rally. It 
ieems that the lessons learnt through 
he Chequered Flag/Billy Coleman ex- 
derience on the Welsh and the Scottish 
lid not go unheeded, and by August 
‘he Italians had resolved to get Markku 
over for either the Lindisfarne or the 
Castrol. Obviously it would have been 
inwise to interrupt Markku’s tarmac 
oractice for at San Remo in order to 
bring him over for the Lindisfarne (in 
any case, as a spokesman remarked toa 


smattering of press scepticism, ‘‘we 
don’t have a car!’’) but it’s now as 
certain as it can ever be with things 
Italian that Markku will be making an 
apperance along with the Olio Fiat 
entourage. 

Doubtless they will learn much and 
they could hardly have chosen a more 
suitable event to discover more about 
their car’s behaviour in British forests. 
Clearly the Fiat is still inferior to the 
highly developed RS1800 in such cir- 
cumstances. It will be interesting to see 
to what extent Markku’s talent can 
close this invisible gap on a ‘sprint-type’ 
British international. 

With the addition of Per Inge Wal- 
fridsson in another Toyota (see story 
elsewhere in these columns) plus Tatu 
Vatanen driving for David Sutton; Bror 
Danielsson for DOT (is John Handley 
really taking over the reins of Tony Fall 
Automotive?) and the strong possibility 
of Billy Coleman appearing in a refur- 
bished Stratos, things could scarcely 
look better. 

On departure from Cyprus, the ’Flag 
team were delayed by bad weather en 
route to Turin with the Stratos, being 
forced to languish in Greece for several 
days as a result, so that the car may not 
be back in England in time following its 
appointment for refettling at the works. 
If Chequered Flag do not make the 
start then one imagines that Walfrids- 
son will fill the gap at number nine. 
One also doubts that Tony Drummond 
(ii) will make it! (see story elsewhere). 
Whatever the outcome, Aberystwyth 
will certainly be the place for British 
rally enthusiasts next Saturday week. 
Full details of spectator information 
etc, in next week’s issue. 


The top 30 crews are as follows: 
1, Russell Brookes/John Brown (RS1600); 2, 
Pentti Alrikkala/John Gittins (Vauxhall Che- 
vette 2300); 3, Markku Alen/iika Kivimaka 
(Fiat 131 Abarth); 4, Hannu Mikkola/Arne 


_(R'S1800); 8, 


Walfridsson—Toyota trial. 


Hertz (Toyota Corolla); 5, Bror Daniels- 
son/Ulf Sundberg (Opel Kaddett GTE); 6, 
Chris Sclater/Martin Holmes (Vauxhal! Che- 
vette 2300); 7, Andy Dawson/Stuart Pegg 
John Taylor/Phi! Short 
(RS1600); 9, Billy Coleman/Dave Richards 
(Lancia Stratos); 10, Nigel Rockey/Derek 
Tucker (RS1800); 11, Paul Faulkner/Monty 
Peters (RS1800); 12, Tony Drummond/Mike 
Nicholson (RS1800); 13, David Stokes/Lyn 
Jenkins (RS1600); 14, Tatu Vatanen/— 
(AS1800); 15, Jim McRae/David 
Brown/Vauxhall Magnum); 16, Graham 
Elsmore/Stuart Harrold (RS2090); 17, Will 
Sparrow/Rodney Spokes (Chrysler Avenger 
GT); 18, Malcolm Wileon/Ron Palmer 
(RS2000); 19, Robin Eyre Maunsell/Nell Wil- 
son (Chrysler Avenger GT); 20, Geoff Simp- 
sor/Alan Simpson (RS1800). 


The burgeoning list also includes Ter- 
ty Kaby’s Dolomite, Henry Inurrieta, 
Fred Henderson’s Toyota, Willie Ruth- 
erford’s entertaining and well driven 
Mazda, The Evans’ brothers successful 
ex-Sclater Chevette, David Grainger’s 
TR7, Jeff Churchill, Chris Lord’s G4 
Magnum and Frank Pierson. Not bad 
for a day’s sport! 


Toyota: 
Corolla 
once more? 


Team Toyota Europe’s ill-fated Corolla 
2-litre had another unfortunate outing 
last weekend on the Lindisfarne. The 
car had been tested at Nivelles and 
again in England before the start of the 
rally—apparently all was well, the car 
handling correctly at last. Furthermore 
the team were especially confident of 
the engine as the 16-valve twin cam had 
been built up personally by Schnitzer in 
order to makes doubly sure of its reli- 
ability. Sadly the oil pressure just faded 
away on the very first test and Hannu 
switched off rather risk a more expen- 
sive finale. Hannu remarked that with 
luck like this, it could drive a man back 
to drink! 

At present it is not known whether 
the car will reappear for the Castrol ’77 
as a newly evolved and more compliant 
rear suspension for the Celica, needs 
testing prior to the RAC (this system 
involves no radical changes but is de- 
signed to give the transmission an easier 
time on the rough) and Hannu may 
wish to try it in Wales. 

However it is now almost a certainty 
that Hannu’s RAC team mate Per Inge 
Walfridsson will also be in the Castrol 
’77 in a Celica GT from Belgium. This 
will be Per’s first competitive outing in 
the car and indeed his first really com- 
petitive ride since the days of the Che- 
quered Flag Stratos. Remembering 
what he was capable of in a Volvo, and 
knowing the robustness of the Celica, 
one feels that the two of them may get 
on well together! An entry has now 
been made on behalf of Walfridsson, 
and John Jensen will be in the hot seat 
once more. The Castrol ’77 could hard- 
ly be more exciting. 


Accidents 
and accidents 


Tony Drummond’s accident on the Lin- 
disfarne was a truly massive affair and 
very much worthy of the man himself. 
We gather that Tony had been using ‘an 
experimental oil breather’ on the rally 
(the mind boggles!) and through this 
contraption the eager Drummond 
engine was pumping some eight pints of 
dil for every six stage miles covered! At 
Plashetts, after three stages, Tony for- 


Cag 
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Just one of Russell’s excursions. Hertz, Mikkola and others rush to assist. 


aged for, and found, a piece of piping 
which was then connected at one end to 
the oil breather and at the other to an 
empty gallon capacity oil can... in- 
side the cockpit . . . through the near- 
side front window ...and held be- 
tween the co-driver’s knees! Special 
stage 9 consisted of nine miles of forest- 
ty loose. After six miles, Mike Nichol- 
son, sitting apprehensively in the co- 
pilot’s seat, noticed that the can was full 
to the brim. By this time, Drummond 
had exhausted every conceivable source 
of oil supply on the rally, and Mike thus 
Sat stoically while the hot oil gushed 
and gurgled merrily all over the inside 
of the car! Special stage 10 was just over 


five miles long. After 4.9 miles, Drum- 
mond was flat-out in fifth on a long 
straight, a straight which incorporated a 
slight righthand bend in it. 

The corner looked innocent enough 
and seemed to be ‘on’ without a lift of 
the right foot. Alas, it concealed not 
only a severe dip in the surface, but also 
a raised two foot high concrete step on 
the nearside. Drummond hit this step 
after the car had been hopelessly put 
out of sequence by the dip. The RS1800 
catapulted off the obstacle and bounced 
twice, high in the air before regaining 
the ground . . . squint. After about six 
complete rolls, the tearing and the 
grinding stopped. All was silence. Some 
seconds later, a scraping was heard 
from within and two shining black 
figures emerged from the wreck— 
Messrs. Drummond and Nicholson, 
covered head to toe in oil! 

In fact their escape was remarkable, 
although Tony reckons he may have 
cracked two ribs. Drummond thus did 
not get away with it here, but Brookes 
did, after a massive moment as he too 
was deceived by the sudden dip. Russell 
survived an enormous 100mph spin dur- 
ing which he simply locked the brakes 
and trusted not to hit anything. 
Amazed, he sat while the car stopped, 
unscathed; and even though he did 
finish the event with just one brake in 
operation (having lost rear brakes four 
times and all brakes once). He did 
finish with a car intact! Drummond’s, 
meanwhile, will surely be useful for 
keeping the chickens in! 


Datsuns’ 
steamroller 


Scandinavian drivers dominate the 
leading positions of the Total Oil 
Southern Cross International which 
Starts in Sydney on Saturday. Timo 
Makinen starts at number one with 
Henry Liddon in a Datsun 710, while 
Stig Blomqvist is at two in a Saab 
99EMS. Rauno Aaitonen is at three in 
the second of the Datsuns and Harry 
Kallstrom is at four in another 710-all 
part of Datsun’s strong representation 
on this important rally in one of the 
Japanese exporter’s most vital markets. 
Skekhar Mehta will drive yet another, 
this one a 210, and is seeded five. Two 
Australians, George Fury and Ross 
Dunkerton are at six and seven, and 
they too are driving Datsuns. Ross, of 
course, recently finished the London/- 
Sydney Marathon in a Peugeot. Colin 
Bond’s Boreham-built RS1800 starts at 
10. 

The Southern Cross route is approxi- 
mately 3000 kilometres in length and 
has a very high percentage of stage 
mileage through New South Wales’ 
coastal forest. Once again the rally 
begins with a 4.4 km stage around 
Amaroo Park Raceway and the rally 
finishes in Port Macquarie on Wednes- 
day, October 12. 
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Brothers score again 


The Theatr Clwyd is one of the most up 
to date, theatrical, come entertainment 
buildings in the British Isles. It shares 
some 30 acres of land on the outskirts of 
Mold with large car parks, the Law 
Courts, the County Library and the 
Shire Hall. Chester Motor Club could 
not have found a better venue, to stage 
the start of their Cestrian Stages Rally 
last Saturday. 


Frank Pierson/Arthur Brick led the 
crews away from the 11am start in their 
Century Oils RS1800. Three and four 
seeds; George Hill and Robin Farring- 
ton, failed to reach the start which 
meant that the Vincent Greenhous 2300 
Chevette of Derek and Terry Evans 
fresh from their debut win on the Tel- 
ford Stages were next to depart at 
number 5. 

SS1 was just over three miles of 
Cefnbanog. This stage has been used 
many times at both club and Interna- 
tional level, and poses no real prob- 
lems, however, for the unwary such as 
John Grindle/Brian Underwood in their 
Mexico, it meant that they would come 
to grief just a few hundred yards into 
the stage, by putting the car off on the 
first bend, thus losing any chance of 
claiming points in the Pirelli/Triple C 
Championship for which the Cestrian 
Stages qualified. 


SS2 was the longest stage of the 
event, and its 11 miles caused many 
problems for many crews. The surface 
was very slippery, following much 
heavy rain, and no fewer than 30 crews 
had moments on this stage known as 
Bron Banog. The Evans’ Chevette was 
15 seconds faster than Pierson in the 
Escort, a lead they were +o retain 
throughout the event. However, behind 
them, all manner of drama was taking 
place. Current Triple C leader Martin 
Watson, with local co-driver Pete 
Stokes, had a big argument with some 
of the many logs in the stage. They 
modified their unsponsored twin-cam 
somewhat and dropped down the field 
to eventually finish 48th overall. 


Watson was not the only Triple C 
contender to come adrift on this stage. 
Geoff Lobb had a recurrence of head 
gasket troubles with his crossflow en- 
gined Opel Kadett, added to which a 
condenser broke up. He was thus des- 
tined to finish 26th overall whilst Broth- 
er Steve in the Lobb Clubman engined 
Kadett, finished just two seconds in 
arrears to his brother. Other notable 
crews to lose much time in this test 
included Ivor Pengelly (1300 BDA Es- 
cort) and Ralph Lockey (Datsun Sun- 
ny) whilst no fewer than eight of the 
nine Hillman Imps entered, either in- 
verted themselves or visited the 
scenery. 

SS3 was Hafotty Newydd, this four 


miler was just as slippery and the hair- 
pin just short of the flying finish caught 
many crews out with many spinning 
their cars. 


Leading drivers by now were the 
Evans (Chevette), Pierson (RS1800) 
and Owen (RS 1900); while leading the 
Triple C entourage was Keith O’Reilly 
in his unsponsored 1760cc Mexico, the 
Otley, Yorkshire draughtsman enjoy- 
ing himself sensibly, and appearing to 
take the event’s offerings in his stride 
with some neat driving; whilst fellow 
contender John Simpson of Devon was 
fed up being overshadowed by a certain 
brotherly crew of the same name. 
John’s Twin Cam was to eventually 
finish fourth and thus claimed maxi- 
mum points in his Triple C Class. 

SS8 was the sting in the tail, the well 
known Cefn Du and had a target of six 
minutes, being run from north/south. 
The start area had been regraded and 
along with the hairpin halfway into the 
stage, proved to be the most frustrating 
part of the test. Crews took what ap- 
peared to be ages to get off from the 
start, owing to the deep slate that had 
been laid on the surface, whilst at the 
hairpin, crews putting the power down 
to get away just sunk up to their axles, 
some stalling their cars. Equal fastest 
on this final stage was the RS2000 of 
Grant Edwards/Jon Savage who tied 
with the ex-works Chevette of Derek 
and Terry Evans. 

With the rally starting at 1lam, the 
organisers offered a cheap ‘No Hotel 
Bills’ event. Just three hours later the 
special stage motoring was over for the 
top seeds. They were left with the 
feeling of . . . “can we do it again 
please, that was good”, and the fact 
that most of the crews offered to be 
course-closing car confirms the accep- 
tance of the idea. It was without ques- 
tion a superb value for money rally, but 
why couldn’t crews have repeated the 
11 miler, its start just a mile from the 
end of Cefn Du? Clerk of the Course 
Mike Neal summed it all up by stating 
that it would have been imposssible to 
do so and keep costs down . . . but he’s 
working on it. 

A good second win in as many weeks 
for Derek and Terry Evans’ Vincent 
Greenhous Vauxhall Chevette, the 
crew now very enthusiastic for a crack 
at the big boys in next week’s Castrol 
77. 


Cestrian Stages Rally 
1, D. Evans/T. Evans (Chevette 2300S/C) 2074 
secs; 
2, F. Plerson/A. Brick (RS1800) 2108; 
3, W. Ower/E. Willlams (RS1800) 2183; 
4, J. Simpson/A. Steele (Alan) (1598 TC) 2200; 
5. K. O'Relily/(M. Johnson (Mexico) 2209; 
6. J. Thompson/N. Calvert (Mexico) 2214; 

7, R. Edwards/J. Carver (RS2000) 2217; 8, J. 
McCubbin/B. Garton (RS2000) 2229; 9, T. Nicho- 
las/T. Shaul (Escort TC) 2235; 10, P. Windsor/G. 
Hignett (RS1600) 2239. 


Sunday’s Summer Sort Out 


Late entries can still be obtained for 
Farnborough and District MC’s Sum- 
mer Sort Out Stages by telephoning 
Woking 64962 (daytime) and discussing 
the situation with Secretary of the 
event, Henry Greenwood. The club 
now have 25 stages totalling 63 miles 


START REF. 
183/757369 
184/024475 
184/232500 
184/237500 
186/801572 
186/783590 
186/830580 
186/847492 


Kingswood Warren 
Tilshead Lodge 
Sidbury Hill 


Windmill Hill 
Yateley Heath 
Warren Heath 
Hawley Common 
Bats Hogsty 
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and leading entries include Duffy Col- 
lard’s RS1800, Bill Riddle’s RS1600 
and Paul Birch’s G1 Avenger. The rally 
is scheduled for this Sunday, October 9 
and a spectator guide is published 
below: 


STD. TIME 
07.30 
09.00 
11.00 
11.05 
14.30 
14.35 
15.30 
16.00 


FINISH REF. 
183/756369 
184/019471 
184/232507 
184/254511 
186/790580 
186/785592 
186/844579 
186/849485 


Lindisfarne 
action—. 


Opposite: In at the death... SS1 
and Mikkola’s Toyota sits forlorn on 
an almost deserted runway. Below: 
The winner on his ‘quiet doddle 
through the countryside’. Dawson’s 
car was back to ‘standard’ RS1800 
rally spec, with only a lowered (by 
14in) Panhard Rod and a high differ- 
ential ratio as one-offs. The former 
was a great success, the car handling 
with consummate ease. Bottom: Fi- 
nal stage—can Pentti be on interme- 
diates for those dry conditions?! 


"oe 


How Fowkes lost the lead 


Tony Fowkes/Peter O’Gorman had to 
be lifted from their Mercedes at the end 
of the London/Sydney Marathon and 
taken to hospital suffering acute ex- 
haustion. With something like a total of 
five hours rest in eight days, it would be 
scarcely surprising. The more fatigued 
they became, the more they began to 
do things wrong and it cost them first 
the lead and then very nearly second 
place as well. During one long section 
they discovered that they had left the 
roadbook behind (on which they were 
supposed to have marshals’ stamps) so 
they continued, collecting the stamps 
on plain pieces of paper. Naturally this 
unorthodox method was the subject of 
some carping at the finish, but it was 
when the exhausted pair miscalculated, 
having arrived early at a control and 
booked in four minutes early, that they 
actually lost the lead half way across 
Australia. They only just finished the 
event—having two off-the-road excur- 
sions on the very last stage! 


In spite of the traumas, the bickering 
and the acrimony, the event was a 


triumph for Mercedes, vindicating a 
the massive expense and effort whic 
they put into it. The rally wa 
approached by them in a very behinc 
the-scenes fashion, but it paid off hand 
somely-all four cars finishing in the to 
ten! Together with Citroen, they domi 
nated proceedings, and in view of th 
media coverage which the event re 
ceived as it gathered momentum (infi 
nitely more than either the Lombar 
RAC or the Safari, and including worl 
wide television slots etc) they must b 
well pleased with the venture. A pres 
conference was held yesterday in Ger 
many to which some journalists wer 
invited... . 

@ One of the saddest tales of th 
Marathon concerned Jacky Privé’ 
Range Rover which was lying eight 
overall near the finish and leading th 
four wheel drive class. Jacky rolled th 
Range Rover just 30 miles from th 
finish, however the crew got it back o; 
four wheels—whereupon it caught fir 
and burnt out; leaving Evan Green’ 
Range Rover to take the prize. 
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It was hell 


out there...’ 
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The London/Sydney Singapore Airlines rally fin. 
ished last Tuesday week, but amazingly the result: 
were the subject of considerable conjecture until las 
weekend when a final and much revised version 0; 
the positions appeared after days of acrimony anc 
protest. The top ten are now as follows: 1, Andrew 
Cowan/Colin Malkin/Mike Broad (Mercede: 
280E), 2hrs 42m 18s; 2, Tony Fowkes/Peter O’Gor. 
man (Mercedes 280E) 3hrs 37m 22s; 3, Paddy 
Hopkirk/Michael Taylor/Robert Riley (Citroer 
CX) 3hrs 49m 46s; 4, Claude Laurent/Jean Claude 
Ogier (Citroen CX) 4hrs 55m 57s; 5, Ross Dunker. 
ton/Allan Watson/Roger Bonhomme (Peugeot 504} 
4hrs 58m 00s; 6, Alfred Kling/Klaus Kaiser/Jorg 
Leininger (Mercedes 280E) Shrs 36m 49s; 7, Jean 
Paul Luc/Patrick Vanson (Citroen CX) 6hrs 25m 
21s; 8, Herbert Kleint/Gunther Klapproth/Herben 
Vormbruck (Mercedes 280E) 6hrs 26m 31s; 9, 
Frank Johnson/Richard Matson/Ben Williams 
(Mazda RX4) 7hrs 11m 52s; 10, Jim Reddiex, 
Barry Ferguson/Doug Stewart (Citroen CX) 7hrs 
16m 55s. The arguments began at the start of the 
Australian section and concerned two speed traps 
set up by CAMS. Sixteen competitors were caught, 
some more than once, for which the penalty was 
exclusion. Despite two warnings by the organisers to 
competitors, the stewards eventually reduced the 
aforementioned penalty and no one was excluded. 
A further source of bickering concerned a section of 
route which was incorrectly marked in the road- 
book. Several competitors thus took different routes, 
and Hopkirk’s version (a shorter section) would 
have resulted in his taking over second place, had 
the unofficial results stood. In the end, this entire 
section was scrubbed. There was widespread bad 
feeling at the finish which appears to have been 
directed primarily at CAMS who apparently failed 
to appreciate the difficulties of running the Austra- 
lian section. There also appears to have been 
considerable evidence of weakness at organisa- 
tional level—failing to stand by the letter of the 
regulations etc. 
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This Finnish set-up may be OK in the forest, but on tarmac. . 
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. .! Roger Clark struggles to see his way round Albemarle barracks with the ex-Airikkala, Vatanen RS1800. 


No tricks from Andy 


Surprise win for Dawson in ‘no tricks’ RS1800—Brookes/Airikkala battle a non-starter as both suffer problems 
and accidents—Another impressive Kielder drive from John Taylor as the forest again catches out the 
favourites—Vauxhall lead RAC Championship—Report: ANN BRADSHAW—Photography: HUGH BISHOP. 


‘It’s all come together at last’? was a 
delighted Andy Dawson’s comment after 
his excellent win on last Saturday’s Europa 
Lodge Lindisfarne, a rally in which he kept 
his head and watched his would-be rivals 
going off the road or having just a plain 
‘bad day’. To say that Andy was ecstatic 
would be an understatement. He was sim- 
ply bubbling over with enthusiasm. This 
win was a pot of gold after a very long 
search along the rainbow. He has been 
suffering all sorts of problems (some of his 
own making) with his RS1800 this year and 
then just when it really looked to have been 
an unmitigated disaster, he pulled this win 
out of the bag, so ending a stretch of non- 
finishes and struggles with unco-operative 
‘demon tweaks’ devised in his Hampstead 
DAD premises. This smiling, happy man is 
(unbelievably) the same one who just before 
the Ulster rally was saying he would have to 
make a decision whether he was going to be 
a@ garage owner or a rally driver. It was 
highly significant that he achieved his sea- 
son-long aims with a car which to all intents 
and purposes was a ‘standard’ G4 
RS1800—no tricks. Could Boreham be 
right after all!? 

But, in the euphoria of this unexpected 
win, we cannot forget the two men who had 
so much to win and lose in this infamous 
Kielder forest complex. Russell Brookes 
and Pentti Airikkala started the event with 
just one point separating them in the 
Motor/RAC Championship and at the end 
of the day Pentti had taken over a six point 
lead after performances from him and 
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3 . os at a t ‘ 
A fine drive from Dawson who kept his head and was 
in the end rewarded by a comparatively easy win. 


Russell which pleased neither. Airikkala’s 
chance of that much needed win with its ten 
points, ended early in the rally on a decep- 
tive fast left hand bend where he made one 
of his uncharacteristic mistakes. But while 
he was obviously calling himself some very 
rude Finnish names, Russell’s chances were 
also fading along with his brakes. Russell’s 
problems recurred with monotonous regu- 
larity during the day and the final blow 
came when, looking as though he had at 
least salvaged seventh overall, he was ex- 


MOTOR RAC CHAMPIONSHIP 
LINDISFARNE RALLY 11 


cluded for illegal servicing. In his own 
words ‘‘it was a bad day and one I would 
rather forget’’. 


Another man who was also kicking him- 
self was John Taylor, who despite an un- 
necessary three and a half minutes off the 
road, was driving superbly. John had taken 
over the lead from Russell when the latter’s 
problems began and, with some quite elec- 
trifying stage times (one of which was 19 
seconds faster than his nearest rival), he 
could so easily have won. Both him and the 
car were once again on form in Kielder 
and, along with Pentti, managed to struggle 
back from a position in the low 20s to a 
good final placing—John was third and 
Pentto fourth. 


Things in the Group One camp were, by 
comparison, very quiet. No one in the top 
ranks had a serious mishap and, in fact, it 
was only Jim McRae’s Magnum which had 
any real disasters befall it. Jim had to be 
content with third in class, watching his 
arch rival Graham Elsmore take his Thom- 
as Motors RS2000 to a sensibly driven and 
well deserved victory ahead of Malcolm 
Wilson in his shining new County Garages 
RS2000. 


All in all it was a day that lived up to the 
Kielder reputation of being the most likely 
place for the unexpected to happen, but it 
also provided hardy spectators with a very 
good day’s sport; a well planned and well 
executed event. 

» 
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“continued 


“I think most people faced with my dilemma would 
have done the same and looked for their service 
crew”, said Russell Brookes as he sat looking sadly 
into his ‘Whisky and American’ in the bar of the 
Europa Lodge Hotel on Saturday night. Along with 
Tony Drummond he had been ‘excluded for servicing 
in a non-designated area’. Russell of course under- 
stood completely the risk he was taking when he went 
in search of his service crew on Saturday afternoon; 
he had weighed up the position very carefully. He had 
a car with no rear brakes and still a couple of stages to 
complete before he reached a service area. He had 
already been off twice on account of this problem, 
and in his mind it was better to risk exclusion than 
risk another (perhaps permanent) off. In no way did 
he contest the decision of the Stewards appointed by 
Tynemouth and District Motor Sport Club. Before 
the event all competitors had been warned that there 
would be five checks for illegal servicing and anyone 
caught would face immediate exclusion. In fact, 
Russell along with most other people agreed that it 
was good to see a club standing by its principles. 

On all counts the club must be congratulated for 
the quality of the organisation. The drivers spent the 
first two hours getting used to rallying with two laps 
each around Albemarle barracks, and then the route 
led in to Kielder for 90 stage miles over the familiar, 
massive forest that on a summer’s afternoon can look 
as inviting as Hyde Park, but on a winter’s night 
resembles something closer to a better Hammer Films 
production. 

The first car over the stages found a smooth 
recently regraded surface, but unfortunately with a 
good deal of recent rain, conditions changed very 
rapidly, and even runners in the first half a dozen 
were wishing they had been first on the road. The 
smooth surface soon broke up and, with that, the ruts 
reappeared. Some G1 competitors reckoned that the 
surface could be blamed for the loss of as much as 
three seconds a mile. The weather was on their side 
however and only a couple of short sharp showers 
spoiled a cold but bright and sunny day. 

The results service was well up to the usual 
standard that we now take for granted from Martin 
Liddell, and complete sets of provisional results were 
out by 8.10pm, just three hours after the first car was 
due back: no mean feat. 

Although the entry list was one of the smallest for a 
national championship round this year, the quality at 
the top more than made up for this. It was the battle 
between Russell. and Pentti that was causing the 
greatest anticipation. Before the event they both had 
six scores and Russell had a slim one point advantage. 
However, with Brookes not scoring and Pentti only 
getting seven points, it looks as though the outcome 
of the championship will not be known until after the 
RAC. This is in strong contrast to last year when on 
this very event, Ari Vatanen took the title, so leaving 
himself free to tackle the RAC Rally without any 
concern over the championship. It seems most unlike- 
ly that either Russell or Pentti will have that luxury. 

The Lindisfarne has done nothing for Jim McRae’s 
lead in Group One so that Jim now has Graham 
Elsmore breathing down his neck with 77 points to 
Jim’s 80, and Will Sparrow is still there in the 
reckoning with 70 points. The only man who has 
come out of the weekend happy with his champion- 
ship score is Chris Field, whose win in the up-to- 
1600cc class in Group One has assured him of this 
section of the championship. 

ENTRY 

By the look on R. Clark’s face before the start, Roger 
was perhaps a little less pleased to be out in a British 
forest again than we were pleased to see him. The car 
had more than a little to do with the disenchantment. 
For the first time in five years he was driving a left 
hand drive machine, and what a car it was . . . the ex- 
Airikkala, ex-Vatanen Gandy Brakes RS1800; that is 
to say ‘well used’; an understatement of the year. A 
conversation between Roger and Pentti on the even- 
ing before the start was quite amusing, with Pentti 
naturally doing nothing to soothe Roger’s misgivings 
about the machine. ‘Albert’ had obviously had a look 
at the bodywork and was heard to comment, “‘you 
open the boot, peer inside and the bodywork looks 
like corrugated cardboard.” Nevertheless, this car 
won the Mintex and Scottish this year, and there was 
no reason to believe that with Roger behind the 
wheel, and the ex-Cowan Scottish engine ‘topped 
and tailed” within; that it did not have some chance. 
For those of us hoping to see a bevy of Boreham 
personnel around the car, trying new ideas for the 
RAC, there was further disappointment in store. This 
outing for Roger was purely and simply to fulfil 
contractual obligations with Gandy, and it seems that 
the one oustanding outing will now have to be at 
some point next year. . . . Roger was not going to get 
much RAC practice in a left hooker—a set-up he has 
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always disliked. 

Next RS1800, up at three, was Russell’s Andrews 
Heat car v.ith single leaf rear springs and a triple plate 
clutch on the car that he has used on his last three 
outings. John Taylor’s Haynes RS1800 was fitted with 
a new engine which he said was very torquey—it was 
in fact a rallycross engine. Since the car was used on 
the Burmah, John had reverted to a five speed 
gearbox and had a single plate clutch assembly. 

The two DTV/Castrol Chevettes for Airikkala and 
Sclater looked as neat and smart as ever and by the 
lateness of their arrival on Friday night it was obvious 
that DTVs personnel had been working hard on 
them. Pentti’s car had had quite an amount of last- 
minute work on it after he had spent most of 
Thursday testing in Norfolk. He now has the 4.89 
‘forest’ ratio crown wheel and pinion with the only 
other one in the team’s possession being kept on the 
shelf for the RAC. All the hard work seemed to have 
been in a good cause as the Finn could only describe it 
as perfectly set up. Chris was still using a 4.55 ratio 
but had changed to softer rear springs, the same as 
the ones used by Pentti. However, the springs game 
soon began again and there was feverish activity at 
Plashetts at midday on Saturday as these were 
removed and the harder varieties refitted. 

Making another appearance in this country this 
year was the Toyota Corolla for Hannu Mikkola. The 
car has had two disastrous showings to date on the 
Granite City and Jim Clark, neither of which did 
anything to show its obvious potential, but the team 
were very confident that this outing was going to be 
third time lucky. Unfortunately their optimism was 
unfounded and those of us waiting to catch a glimpse 
of it on the third stage were in for a disappointment! 

The only person among early runners sporting a 
new car was Malcolm Wilson. It seems that his 
immaculate white County Garages RS2000 was a bare 
shell just a couple of weeks ago. But with much hard 
work, it had been made ready, so saving Malcolm the 
embarrassment of being seen in that sadly crumpled 
old machine. His main RS2000 opponent, Graham 
Elsmore had left the newer car back home in readi- 
ness for the RAC, so was back in the older orange 
Thomas Motors machine. 

A new face to the ranks of G1 RS2000 drivers was 
Steve Ward who had managed to get his hands on the 
ex-David Lang car. Steve took things very carefully, 
getting to know it and got it to the finish, undamaged, 
in 21st position. 


RALLY 


The start of the rally was really quite a leisurely affair, 
with the drivers having time for a coffee at the 
Byrness cafe after the airfield sprints at Albermarle 
before the start of the rally proper. But as the cars 
drove into the car park there was a notable absen- 
tee—no sign of Hannu’s Corolla. The car was, in fact, 
sitting forlornly back at the airfield, having lost all its 
oil pressure half way round their second attempt of 
this stage. 

After the first forest stage up Raw Hill, Russell led 
by two seconds from the Finn. This was a lead he was 
to hold until those well known gremlins appeared in 
force on stage four, Loaf Hill, but Russell managed to 
hang on until stage six, Highfield Burn, when John 


Taylor took over for a short run in the lead. The 
problem on the fourth stage was a complete lack of 
rear brakes (even the use of handbrake had evaporat- 
ed) and before the end of the rally Russell was to lose 
his back brakes a total of four times. The problem 
seemed to stem from some newly located rear brake 
calipers on a new axle. A continual battering from 
stones in the rapidly cutting-up surfaces gradually 
loosened the exposed banjo clips and bleed valves on 
the calipers so releasing the fluid. Added to this were 
two offs when the brakes failed altogether and a 
seized gearbox near the end of the day; so no one 
could blame Russell for wanting to forget the 1977 
Lindisfarne for ever. 

lead and by stage seven was 25 seconds in front of 
Andy Dawson. For some reason, John must be the 
only person who can explain it, he seems to revel in 
Kielder, and put up some impressive stage perfor- 
mances. But what could easily have been John’s day 
was then ruined by a rock lurking on the side of the 
road in Dry Burn, stage eight. Cutting the corner, 
just too close, John’s front wheel caught the rock and 
wrenched the steering wheel out of his hands. It was 
three and half minutes before John, Phil Short and 
some of those strong Tyneside lads (who were to be 
used by so many drivers), were able to get the car on 
its way again. This meant exit Taylor from the lead 
and enter Dawson who held on to this position for the 
remainder of the rally. 


But Taylor was not the first person to make a 
mistake as on stage four, Loaf Hill, Airikkala mis- 
judged a left hander and the Chevette was thrown on 
to its side into some very boggy ground. Although 
this was a bitter blow for the Finn, the thought of the 
little car lying on its side with John Gittins unable to 
get out—either through his door or over his driver 
towering above him—does have its amusing angle. 
So: enter the Tyneside lads again, and with the help 
of six of them the car was righted and sent on its way 
having lost about two-and-a-half minutes. The body 
shell was a little crumpled here and there but the 
major problem was the loss of the windscreen. A 
plastic one was soon added but this left a gap on the 
co-drivers side of several inches for cold draughts to 
stream in, aggravating Pentti’s ‘winter’ cold and 
allowing stones to fly around and bounce off the 
spectacles of both occupants! Not the most ideal form 
of rest cure round a very cold Kielder complex. At 
this point they were lying 26th overall, having been 
second before the roll, and with some spectacular 
Finnish sideways driving (which gave them another 
heartstopping five second off on stage 12, Bull Rigg), 
they managed to get back to fourth place, just two 
seconds behind John Taylor. Pentti says he is getting 
fed-up with close finishes in Kielder. It was here that 
Russell beat him by that elusive second on the Jim 
Clark. 

Two more retirements had been added to the 
mishaps in the forest, with the demise of Roger Clark 
and Nigel Rockey. Nigel had only managed to get 
into the first forest stage before his clutch exploded, 
punching a fist sized hole in the bell housing. This was 
after he gave himself the fright of his life by tackling 
the first hairpin on Albemarle on two wheels with the 
car at an angle of 45 degrees. 

Roger’s engine, to use rally slang,had apparently 
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‘put a leg out of bed’ just before lunch on stage seven, 
Blacklinn Burn. He had begun the event with no 
clutch on Albemarle, and, had been predictably 
unhappy with the car after the first two tarmac stages. 
In reply to the question: ‘does it handle?’ he re- 
marked “‘it’s like driving a wheelbarrow.” 

At the first Plashetts service halt after eight stages 
tales of woe from the would-be front runners were 
legion. Those who had managed to escape the bogs 
and ditches were often caught out by mechinical or 
handling problems . it really was quite sad to 
listen to them. 

One man who was pleased to be going still, 
although he was annoyed with himself, was Fred 
Henderson in his Oates Garages Toyota Corolfa. 
Fred has the distinction of being the only competitor 
on. Saturday who had started all eight Lindisfarne 
rallies. We say started advisedly, as before last 
weekend he had never managed to finish a single one 
of them. On stage eight, Dry Burn, he nearly 
managed to make it eight out of eight for non- 
finishing, as he went off into a deep ditch and took a 
maximum. The usual calm and collected Fred was 
livid with his own stupidity and apparently drove the 
rest of the event like a man demented, but managed 
to finish 17th overall, and win his class. 


Group One men were being a little more sensible 
and the repairs they needed at the first visit to 
Plashetts were mechanical rather than physiological. 
So with eight stages gone the score was Andy Dawson 
519secs; Chris Sclater 583; Paul Faulkner 593; Tony 
Drummond 627; Russell Brookes 637; Graham Els- 
more 680; Jim Howden 682; Malcolm Wilson 707; 
Jim McRae 721; John Taylor 727. 

Elsmore and Wilson had enjoyed untroubled 
drives, but the recent run of misfortune had definitely 
not deserted Jim McRae. His Magnum suffered from 
a couple of punctures and then stopped altogether for 
a time on SS 9, Perny Knowe, when the air cleaner 
became choked following a small fire within! 

The major and most spectacular retirement of the 
afternoon came from Tony Drummond (who was in 
any case due to be excluded for illegal servicing), 
when he rolled his car into a much smaller type after 
what all accounts was a harrowing accident on Stage 
10, Rushy Knowe. Russell Brookes also had a 
massive spin in this exact spot, emerging to his 
amazement, unscathed. 

Will Sparrow was quite pleased with the perfor- 
mance of his Avenger and was smiling at the second 
Plashetts halt as the service crew changed the gearbox 
(again!). ‘It’s not our usual problem,’’ he explained 
with a grin. It seems that the third gear which usually 
strips on these close ratio Chrysler boxes had been 
no problem at all, but as he was driving on the road 
section to Plashetts he went to change up from second 
gear and all that could be found was reverse. He 
managed to crawl back to Plashetts where the (ex- 
Robin Eyre-Maunsell RAC Rally) gearbox was in- 
stalled, doing Will very good service for the remain- 
der of the event. 

Gavin Waugh was also happy with his Chrysler 
gearbox, having at last managed to get one of the 
strengthened ones. Despite four punctures, two 
broken struts and two minor excursions, he at last 
managed to finish an event and was quite content 
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with his 15th overall and sixth in class for starters. 

Another G1 man to have a steady run was Terry 
Kaby whose only bother was a broken brake caliper 
in the morning on his Dolomite Sprint, this fortu- 
itously occurring on a road section. Paul Faulkner 
was back in the swing again and driving well after his 
traumas of the Burmah, he was one of the many 
people to suffer punctures on the stony rough ground, 
but it was good to see them take fifth overall at the 
finish. 

So as all the dramas mounted up, Dawson and his 
“bog standard” car just went like clockwork, al- 
though he was at all times careful to watch the 
progress of Airikkala and Sclater. At the end of the 
event all he had to complain about were two broken 
rear shock absorbers in the afternoon and the wrong 
4.6 differential which gave him too much ‘distance’ 
between the gears. After a day in Kielder that’s not 
bad at all. 

One is left to ponder DTV’s tactics. The aim must 
surely be to win the national rally championship. That 
being so, a glance at the results shows that Airikkala 
could have finished one place higher since the ‘wrong’ 
Chevette was presumably allowed to finish ahead of 
him. Its only a matter of one point of course, but then 
it only takes one point to lose a championship. 


Europa Lodge Lindisfarne Rally 
Motor/RAC round 11 
October 1 

1, A. Dawson/S. Pegg (RS1800) 1572secs; 
2, C. Sclater/M. Holmes (Vauxhall Chevette) 1600secs; 
3, J. Taylor/P. Short (RS1800) 1712secs; 
4, P. Airikkala/J. Gittins (Vauxhall Chevette) 1714secs; 
5, P. Faulkner/M. Peters (RS1800) 1733secs; 
6, J. Howden/I. Marwick (RS1800) 1883secs; 

7, G. Elsmore/S. Harrold (RS2000) 1909secs; 8, M. Wilson/A. 
Palmer (RS2000) 1937secs; 9, J. McRae/D. Brown (Vauxhall Mag- 
num) 2012secs; 10, T. Kaby/B. Rainbow (Triumph Dolomite Sprint) 
2055secs. 

* Group One 
1, G. Elsmore/S. Harrold (RS2000) 1809secs; 2, M. Wilson/R. Palmer 
(RS2090), 1937secs; 3, J. McRae/D. Brown (Vauxhall Magnum) 
2012secs; 4, T. Kaby/B. Rainbow (Triumph Dolomite Sprint) 205Ssecs/ 
5, W. Sparrow/R. Spokes (Chrysler Avenger) 2110secs (11th overall). 
(78 starters—S51 finishers) 


Rally Leaders 
$S1-4: Russell Brookes; SS5: Andy Dawson; SS6-7: John Taylor; 
SS8-finish: Andy Dawson. 
Motor/RAC Championship points: Pentti Airikkala 63; Russell 
Brookes 57; Andy Dawson 55; John Taylor 38; Hannu Mikkola 37; Paul 
Faulkner 32; Chris Sclater 30; Jim McRae 30; Nigel Rockey 29; 
Graham Elsmore 25. 
Group One: Jim McRae 80; Graham Elsmore 77; Will Sparrow 70; 
Maticolm Wilson 64; Pat Ryan 37; Gavin Waugh 30. 


$S1 Albemarle 1 
1, Brookes 19; 2= Dawson and Alrikkala; 4= Drummond and Taylor 


22. 
$S2 Albemarle 2 
1, Brookes 17; 2= Sclater and Alrikkala 18; 4, Taylor 19; 5, Clark 21. 
$33 Raw Hill 
1, Brookes 55; 2, Airikkala 56; 3, Taylor 58; 4, Dawson 59; 5, Sclater 
67. 
$34 Loaf Hill 
1, Dawson and Brookes 85; 3, Sclater 88; 4, Taylor 89; 5= Drummond 
and Clark 91. 
SSS Comb Hill 
1, Taylor 74; 2, Dawson 75; 3, Clark 78; 4, Drummond 81; 5=Brookes 
and Faulkner 85. 
8&6 Highfield Burn 
1, Taylor 52; 2, Dawson 59; 3, Faulkner 63; 4, Sclater 70; 5, Brookes 
71. 
$87 Blacklinn Burn 
1, Taylor 109; 2, Dawson 128; 3= Sclater and Alrikkala 141; 5, 
Faulkner 149. 
$S8 Dry Burn 
1, Dawson 71; 2= Faulkner and Alrikkala 84; 4, Sclater 88; 5, 
Drummond 99. 
SS9 Ferny Knowe 
1, Alrikkala 176; 2, Taylor 183; 3, Dawson 184; 4, Sclater 187; 5, 
Faulkner 208. 
$310 Rushy Knowe 
1, Howden 249; 2, Airikkala 252; 3, Taylor 256; 4, Sclater 258; 5, 
Dawson 259. 
$S11 Wills Knowe 
1, Taylor 114; 2, Alrikkala 121; 3, Sclater 126; 4, Dawson 137; 5, 
Faulkner 138. 
$812 Bull Rigg 
1, Taylor 118; 2, Alrikkala 129; 3, Sclater 131; 4, Dawson 140; 5, 
Hendereon 141. 
8813 Archies Rigg 
1, Alrikkala 139; 2= Sclater and Taylor 142; 4, Dawson 149; 5, 
Faulkner 164. 
$814 Gamstone Rigg 
1, Sclater 138; 2= Alrikkala and Taylor 143; 4, Dawson 152; 5, 
Faulkner 172. 
$815 Albemarie 3 
1, Alrikkala 13; 2, Taylor 14; 3, Dawson 17; 4= Sclater and Brookes 
18. 
$S16 Albemarle 4 
1, Alrikkala 12; 2, Brookes 14; 3= Dawson and Taylor 15; 5, Sclater 
17. 

Special stage times 


1 2 3 a 5 6 
Taylor 5 4 3 3 _ _ 
Alrikkala 4 6 1 _ _ 1 
Brookes 4 1 _- 1 2 _ 
Dawson 2 4 3 5 1 —_- 
Sclater 1 2 4 5 2 1 
Howden 1 _- _ _ - 2 
Faulkner —- 1 1 — 5 3 


Another excellent performance from John Taylor’s Haynes RS1800. A brief excursion cost him victory. 
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the editor is not bound to agree with readers'opinions 


Familiar story 


A comparative newcomer to Grand Prix racing, 
highly rated as a test driver, he joined Ferrari as 
team-mate to one of the most notorious ‘char- 
gers’ of the day, in a much-changed organisa- 
tion following the dropping of the previous 
team leader. The first season saw a marked 
improvement in the team’s performances, and 
the second the winning of the World Cham- 
pionship. However, there were a number of 
disputes within the team, and.then the driver 
suffered injuries which would have killed a 
lesser man. In a blaze of publicity, he made a 
successful comeback to racing but, inside the 
Ferrari team, there were political disputes over 
the cars, and accusations that other drivers 
were being favoured by the management and 
that the hero was not really fit enough to drive. 
Eventually, he could stand the situation no 
longer, and so he quit and arranged to drive a 
new British car with an engine from another 
Italian manufacturer. 

Niki Lauda, 1974 to 1977—or John Surtees, 
1963 to 1966? 

Politics, press persecution and pressure are 
nothing new for the number 1 Ferrari drivers. 
Ask Phil Hill, Chris Amon or Jacky Ickx. Or 
Juan Fangio, who only lasted one year. 
OAKHAM, RUTLAND DAVID COLE 


Sportsmanship 


A few hours before a Formula 3 testing session 
and race meeting scheduled with Team Ehrlich 
at Silverstone, I was unexpectedly offered a 
clashing BMW Group 5 drive at the Niir- 
burgring. It thus appeared that I would have to 
refuse, although this was the sort of opportunity 
that a driver can hardly let go. 

I rang Dr Ehrlich for advice. Immediately, he 
said that I should only take my own career into 
consideration and go to the Niirburgring if it 
was important for me to do so. 

Once again, I was very impressed by this 
attitude of sportsmanship which has always 
prevailed in my relationship with Dr Ehrlich. I 
found it very refreshing compared with what we 
can so often read about driver/entrant relation- 
ships that I wanted the fact to be known. 
BRUSSELS, BELGIUM PIERRE DIEUDONNE 


Browning in disguise 


A line in your report on the Brands Group 5 
trace has blown the gaff on Peter Browning: 
‘The field moved off behind a roadgoing 
Porsche Turbo, driven by Peter Browning.’ 

Never before had I realised Peter’s penchant 
for well-known disguises. The long, slightly 
curly, grey-streaked wig and swashbuckling 
beard he was sporting as he piloted the Porsche 
round Paddock Bend had me completely 
fooled. I could have sworn it was Noel 
Edmonds. ; 

Have you inadvertently disclosed a horrible 
deed perpetrated by the BRSCC? Is Noel no 
longer racing because they had him ‘termi- 
nated’? Were they paid to do it by the other 
Prodsaloonies, who thought it would be 
cheaper than constantly beating Noel’s dents 
out of their bodywork? Is he now part of the 
upright on that M20 bridge which was so 
mysteriously found to be below the required 
height? 

Come on, I hear you cry. Don’t be silly, 
Noel’s still doing his breakfast show every 
weekday. But is it he? I submit that it’s really 
Browning, and that’s the reason why he 
wouldn’t transfer to Brands with the rest of the 
BRSCC staff. The journey from Broadcasting 
House to Brands is hell during the week and, 
anyway, how could they keep explaining his 
absences while he plans the next day’s show or 
opens the occasional supermarket? Far easier 


AUTOSPORT, OCTOBER 6, 1977 


to ‘operate’ from an ‘office’ in Gerrards Cross 
with a 24-hour answering machine. 

Sorry, Peter, the game’s up. But it was your 
vanity that got you. If only you’d worn a helmet 
in that Porsche the world would have been none 
the wiser, but you had to show off your 
disguise. And it was a good one. 


LONDON SW7 ROBERT BUDD 


Leader boards 


Could someone please tell me who organises 
the leader board system at Brands Hatch? 

During the recent 6 Hours meeting, not once 
did the leader board show the number of laps 
completed by individual cars except the leading 
car. Once the spectacle of the start and first 
pitstops are over, how are spectators expected 
to follow the progress of the event without 
knowing what must surely be one of the most 
basic and important aspects of a long distance 
race? Silverstone circuit managed a complete 
leader board—why the Brands organisers can- 
not is beyond me. 

The Kremer Porsche (car no 2), after a 
lengthy pitstop, began a tremendous drive up 
through the field. It appeared directly into 
fourth spot, then off the board completely, and 
then in various positions from fourth to sixth. 
Car no 6 appeared more than once and there 
wasn’t a no 6 in the race! 

Is it too much to ask for a small team of 
people to supply a decent electric leader board 
with details? A £300,000 facelift is boasted, but 
the spectators do not even get what they had in 
1970, like covered stands at Paddock and the 
electric scoreboard which used to be at 
Clearways. 

However, the race commentary (and mar- 
shals) were first class. 


FOLKESTONE, KENT C. HARRISON 


Lotus effort 


I spent an enjoyable, though somewhat moist, 
day at Brands Hatch on September 25, watch- 
ing the World Championship of Makes ‘6 
Hours’ race. Despite the unfortunate weather 
conditions, and the confusion caused by the 
termination of one race and the running of a 
shortened version, it was nevertheless an en- 
thralling sight to see the phenomenal turbo 
Porsche being driven so excitingly by Jacky Ickx 
and Jochen Mass. 

But the highlight of my day, and I am sure of 
every other British patriot, came just after 6pm 
when David Mercer and Mike Chittenden were 
announced victors in the up to 2000cc class, 
after an excellent drive in their little Le Che- 
minot Lotus Elan. 

I was so excited by the success of this small, 
private, grossly underrated team, that I tele- 
phoned Mike Chittenden at his Chislehurst 
home on the Monday, to offer my congratula- 
tions. He then informed me that they were not 
the class winners, but had, in fact, been placed 
second to the previously excluded BMW 320i of 
Tom Walkinshaw and Manfred Winkelhock, as 
this car had been reinstated to the results after 
the race was over. This news astounded me so 
much that I decided to do a little detective work 
and discovered the following facts: 

1. The BMW was originally excluded for 
taking on oil before the prescribed number of 
laps. 

2. The FIA Year Book, 1977, under the 
heading of ‘World Championship of Makes’, 
Article 5, Paragraph B, ‘Conditions of replen- 
ishment of oil’ states, and I quote: ‘“‘Replenish- 
ment of oil shall be separated by at least 220kms 
of the race. The number of laps to be rounded 
off to lowest whole number.”’ 

3. I, along with several hundred other people 
sitting in the main grandstand, saw the BMW in 
the pits at the end of what I believe to be their 


49th lap, and during this pitstop there was no 
doubt that oil was poured into the car from a 5- 
gallon (or 25-litre) can. 


4. The length of the Brands Hatch Grand 
Prix circuit is 4.207kms, making the total race 
distance completed by the BMW at that stage 
only 206.152kms. 

5. In the final instructions to all teams 
entered in the race, issued by the BRSCC, 
particular reference was made to the fact that 
any car replenished with oil before 52 laps 
(218.764kms) had been completed would be 
disqualified. 

Following this research, I can only come to 
the conclusion that the BMW broke the rules as 
they stand, and should have been excluded. Is it 
just the large factory-supported teams that can 
win races by bending the rules, or can anybody 
do it? 

Again I would like to take this opportunity of 
congratulating David Mercer and Mike Chit- 
tenden on a fine effort, class win or no class 
win. 


Sipcup, KENT DEREK BARNES 


Silencers 


It’s taking a very long time to sink in, isn’t it? 
There’s enough red tape in motor racing to sink 
a battleship, so why have so few people realised 
that the RAC are going to put silencers on 
certain racing cars? God forbid! 

There are enough ‘one-handed book mer- 
chants’ in racing without the RAC crawling 
from beneath its stone to say that we would 
enjoy our beloved racing more if we watched 
and heard ‘Renault 5’ type sounds coming from 
every car. Give them time, and they’ll have 
silencers on F1 cars. 

Could you imagine Ronnie in a full-blooded 
opposite-lock drift, accompanied only by a 
screech of tyres, a sound you hear at every 
traffic light? 

No thanks. You have to have noisy engines in 
racing, it’s part of the joy of watching. If the 
RAC get their foot in the door on this issue, 
motor racing can say goodbye to a lot of people. 

Come on, AUTOSPORT and readers, what can 
be done about it? 


STONEY STANTON, LEICS CHRIS BLOCKLEY 


Then as now? 


Twenty-five years ago this week (Autosport, 
October 3, 1952) we reported BRM’s 1-2-3 
at Goodwood in which the cars of Froilan 
Gonzalez, Reg Parnell and Ken Wharton 
completely dominated the Goodwood Tro- 
phy race, leaving the Connaught of Dennis 
Poore, Stirling Moss’s ERA and Roy Salva- 
dori’s Ferrari far behind. The fact remains, 
however, that in the absence of Farina’s 
Thin Wall Special and Rosier’s Ferrari, the 
BRMs had no real opposition, and for three 
modern Formula 1 cars to finish a 36-mile 
race over 24mins duration their success 
could hardly be described as an epoch- 
making event. Leyland (BMC) also had a 1- 
2-3 finish, this time in Canada where a team 
of three A30s scooped the production car 
team award at the Edenvale Airfield circuit. 
The previous weekend’s meeting at the 
banked Avus track in Germany saw a sur- 
prise defeat for the locally based F2 Veritas 
cars of Klenk and Riess. Despite the adverse 
weather conditions, Rudi Fischer (Ferrari) 
won the race at over 115mph in the pouring 
rain while Hugo Hartman took the sports car 
honours in the streamlined 1500cc Borg- 
ward. The classified advertisements revealed 
Michael Lawson’s Lotus Mk2 trials car for 
sale: ‘best offer over £295 secures’. 
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Just one slip 


Riley takes final Vandervell round robbing Warwick on last laa—Fine drive 
from Mansell rewarded with Brush Fusegear FF championship—Report: 


JEREMY SHAW. 


An error on the last lap of last Saturday’s 
final round of the Vandervell Formula 3 
Championship cost young Hampshire 
driver Derek Warwick (Warwick Trailers 
Ralt RT1) what weuld have been his 
maiden F3 win. The result was a magnifi- 
cent victory for New Zealander Brett 
Riley, driving his Starz-backed, David 
Price Racing-prepared March 773. The 
reigning European FF1600 champion had 
led from the start, withstood a concerted 
attack from Stephen South’s Team BP 
March, and seemed to be heading for his 
first real taste of success; but Riley was 
rapidly making up ground after a poor 
start, and when Derek slid wide exiting 
Stowe there was Brett to squeeze through 
and hold off the sideways Ralt to the end. 
This was the feature race at the annual 
Silverstone Championship Finals Race 
Day—always a fine social occasion and 
this year gaining even more importance 
than usual as it marked the end of the 
BRDC’s 50th year of race organising. 
Young Birmingham driver Nigel Man- 
sell pulled off and incredible Brush 
Fusegear championship title at the ex- 
pense of South African Trevor van 
Rooyen. Before this race, Trevor led 
Nigel by three points, so if Trevor 
finished second then Nigel had not only to 
win but also set fastest lap. This he did 
and in fine style, but one couldn’t help 
but feel sorry for poor Trevor, who saw 
his season’s goal taken away at the last 
gasp. Midget driver Howard Johnson won 
the Prodsports series, and Dud Moseley 
continued his winning ways in the Tricen- 
trol Clubmans Championship, while the 
final major award winner was Esso Uniflo 
Special Saloon Car Champion Peter Bal- 
dwin (Marshalls of Cambridge Mini). 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


A reasonable 40mins F3 practice session in the 
morning ended with three drivers proving themselves 
to be very evenly matched at the head of the field. 
Stephen South set the pace in his Team BP March 
773, run as ever by Alan Docking Racing. Stéphen’s 
best lap was 1m 30.75s, and it looked good enough for 
the pole until the very last lap of practice when Derek 
Warwick pulled out all the stops and went a hun- 
dredth quicker. Derek’s only problem was shared by 
everyone else: cold, blustery wind, which made 
certain that no-one was going to approach South’s lap 
record of 1:28.85. 

Third quickest was Brett Riley, once again showing 
— form in his Starz-March 773, but the fourth 

test time was the real sensation. In the recently 
developed Lola T570 (still the same chassis raced 
without success earlier in the season by Ian Ashley), 
FF1600 man-of-the-moment Nigel Mansell was hav- 
ing his first public F3 outing, and his smoothness and 
calm approach impressed everyone. The red 
McKecknie-Barford Racing Lola looked good as 
Nigel rapidly found his feet in this competitive 
formula. : 

Tiff Needell again proved to be the quicker of the 
Team Unipart March-Dolomite drivers and complet- 
ed the second row, with his team-mate Ian Taylor a 
row farther back behind Mario Pati and Ian Flux, 
both in Ralts. Tiff had blown his engine in testing the 
day before, and had taken over Taylor’s car for a few 
laps to see if there was any difference. But before he 
could evaluate the usefulness of a new ‘demon’ rear 
wing, he spun off at Club and went backwards into 
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the catchfencing, writing off the wing! Ian was not 
amused! 

Frenchman Patrick Gaillard was unusually far back 
on the fourth row and unhappy with the balance of his 
Chevron, interestingly the best place of the Bolton 
marque, who were obviously missing the presence of 
Messrs Elgh, Lees and Daly. Unlikely to help the 
balance of Patrick’s car was the absence of the side 
panels, which he had been unable to replace since 
being pushed off at Mallory Park the week before. 
On the fifth row, Dutchman Jan Lammers was 
driving not his normal Hawke DL18 but a hired Ralt 
RT1; Jan had blown the engine of his Hawke the day 
before, and arranged to hire one of Roger Heavens’s 
Spanish Team cars. 

Rad Dougall headed row six with a Chevron B38, 
but it was not the same car with which he had made 
his F3 debut the week before; that had been written 
off in a horrifying accident at Donington during 
testing when a wheel broke. The South African was 
lucky to escape without injury, and maybe this went 
some way to explaining his low grid placing. 


FASTEST QUALIFIERS 
Derek Warwick(GB).........++ RattRT1 1m30.748 
Stephen South (GB) ++ 1m30.758 
Brett Riley (NZ).. +» 1m30.798 
Nige! Mansell (GB) 1m31.31s 
Tiff Needell(GB) . 1m31,36s 
Mario Pati(BR)... 1m31.46s 
lan Flux(GB)..... +. 131.488 
lan Taylor(GB)........ +. 1M31.808 
Patrick Gaillard(F) .... +. 1M31,89s 
lanGrob(GB)....... ++ 1M32.07s 


Philippe Colonna (F) 
John Stokes (GB) 
Jan Lammers (NL) 


1m32.32s 
1m32.54s 
1m32.97s 
1m33.13s 
++ 1M33.37s8 
+» 1M33.40s 
++ 1M33.428 
«+ 1M33.488 
+» 133.778 
++ 134.358 


Rad Dougall (ZA). 
Don Farthing (GB) .. 
GeoffSmaiies(ZA) ....... 
Paul Bernasconi (AUS) 
EddieJordan(IRL) .. 
Chris Farrell(AUS) .. 
John Bright(GB) .... 
etc 


RACE 


At the end of the warm-up lap, Dougall’s Chevron 
was pushed away with a broken driveshaft—an un- 
usual occurrence in F3 these days—but the remaining 
23 cars all got away smoothly, Warwick leading the 
charge to Copse but being hard pressed by South. 
Derek held the inside line and went into the lead, 
while Stephen’s line saw him running a little wide and 
enabled the amazing Mansell to steal through into 
second place on the slight ascent towards Maggotts. 
Pati had also made a good start from right behind 
Mansell, and he slotted into fourth place ahead of a 
flying Gaillard, Needell and then Riley. “I thought 
I’d got a reasonable start’’, said the Kiwi later, ‘‘but 
by the time I got to Copse I was fifth . . . and then 
sixth! I thought, ‘well, that’s that one over—roll on 
the next race’!”’ 

At the end of the first lap, the first three were 
virtually nose-to-tail, the Lola sideways as its driver 
fought to hold off South, while Riley moved up one 
place at the expense of Needell. Then South exited 
the chicane a good deal better than Mansell, and 
proceeded to outbrake him for secone place at Copse, 
ending the next lap right up the Ralt’s exhaust pipe 
and looking hungrily for the lead. The next time 
through Copse, however, Stephen tried a bit too hard 
and put a wheel over the kerbs and broke the splitter 
on the front of his March, which did nothing to aid 
the handling. 

Thus, after five laps Warwick had pulled out a 
breathing space over South who in turn was about a 
second ahead of Mansell. But all eyes were on Riley, 
who had passed Pati and was quickly closing on 
Mansell, whom he outbraked into Woodcote the next 
time around. 

By the time Riley had caught and passed South (at 
Stowe), Warwick had a lead of about 1.5secs which 
stayed constant for a few laps but. then began 
suddenly to be reduced. With three laps to go, the 
Ralt and March were together, the latter looking to 
make up most of the ground under braking for 
Woodcote. Derek held the March at bay all around 
the penultimate lap, but down at Stowe, on the very 
last lap, Derek made the smallest of mistakes. It was 
enough. Derek threw everything he had into hurling 
the yellow Ralt through the chicane, but Riley held 
on to a most exciting win after a really first class 
drive, and was given the APG Driver of the Day 
award for his efforts. 

The other outstanding drive of the race came from 
Mansell, who put pressure on South over the last few 
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Top: New Zealander Brett Riley won the final Vanderve 
Stowe on the very last lap. Above: Mario Pati, here seen 
finished fifth. Below: Dud Moseley (48), Tricentrol cham, 
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laps and very nearly took third place. 

The rest were overshadowed by these four, but Pati 
ran a fairly lonely fifth throughout ahead of Gaillard, 
who had been pressed by Needell and Flux until Tiff’s 
engine blew and Ian settled back after a ‘moment’ on 
the ensuing oil patch. Ian Grob finished eighth after a 
race-long battle with his Docking Racing team-mate 
Philippe Colonna, both in Chevrons, and they were 
followed by Lammers, John Stokes (Chevron) and a 
disconsolate Taylor. 


Vandervell Formula 3 Championship, round 6 
Silverstone, October 2 
15 laps—43.96miles 


1, Brett Riley (March-Toyota/Novamotor 773), 22m 57.42s, 


114.95mph; 

2, Derek Warwick (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor RT1), 22m 57.55s; 

3, Stephen South (March-Toyota/Novamotor 773), 23m 00.93s; 

4, Nigel Mansell (Lola-Toyota/Novamotor T570), 23m 01.68s; 

5, Mario Pati (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor RT1), 23m 13.318; 

6, Patrick Gaillard (Chevron-Toyota/Novamotor B38), 23m 19.258; 

7, lan Flux (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor RT1), 23m 22.978; 8, lan Grob 
(Chevron-Toyote/Novamotor B38), 23m 29.20s; 9, Philippe Colonna 
(Chevron-Toyota/Novamotor B38), 23m 30.18s; 10, Jan Lammers 
(Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor RT1), 23m 30.76s. 

Fastest lap: Riley, 1m 30.58s, 106.53mph. 

Champlonship points: Racecard. 


SUPPORTING RACES 


Well, what a way to start the afternoon! The outcome 
of the Silverstone prodsports series was in the balance 
before the final round with Chris Meek (Lotus 
Europa) and Howard Johnson (Austin-Healey 
Sprite) both in with a chance. In practice, it appeared 
that the Meek would indeed inherit the title as he 
scorched round to a pole position 1m 55.11s while 
poor Johnson could only complete two laps before 
distributor problems, meaning a start from the back 
of the grid. He had the added problem of Tony 
Dean’s larger-engined MG Midget running in the 
class, entered by Meek. 

As the lights flashed to green, Meek made the 
tidiest start followed by the TVRs of Colin Bower and 
Stewart Halstead and the Morgans of Rob Wells and 
Bruce Stapleton, the latter after a demon start from 
the third row. Before the end of the first lap, 
however, Meek was sitting right off the circuit at 
Chapel with ignition failure, handing the champion- 
ship to a doubtless very relieved Johnson, who ran at 
the back of the field throughout. Although the top 
three places changed only once during the ten laps, 
the leading three cars offered pretty good entertain- 
ment in the early stages, with Blower, Wells and 
Halstead side-by-side-by-side round well over half the 
circuit on the first lap. The order stayed that way 
except for one brief lap when Rod Gretton managed 
to nose his TVR in front of Halstead who, incidental- 
ly, is the sales director of TVR and probably thought 
it politic to let the customer through! None of the 
three championship class-winners won their classes: 
Meek retired leaving the battle to the leading trio; 
David Beams was blackflagged on lap 3 for a broken 
exhaust which cost him 3mins in the pits and allowed 
G1 star Bernard Unett (driving Andy Dawson’s 
Triumph TR7) to take the class comfortably from 
Chris Alford (TVR); Johnson finished second to 
Gerald Morse after Dean, who had led the class 
throughout until the last lap when he retired with an 
expired engine. Just a brief word of congratulation to 
John Kent who, after a spin dropped him to 21st on 
lap one. clawed back through the field to finish fifth. 

After the Vandervell F3 round, the Tricentrol Car 
Group Clubmans Sports series final round (extended 
to 12 laps) saw Alan Webb on pole more than 2secs 
quicker than front row colleagues Martin White and 
Chris Greville-Smith. As the lights flashed, however, 
it was former clubmans champion Geoff Friswell, 
back in the same old Mallock that he raced two years 
ago, who rocketed through to join the front-liners. 
Webb, who needed just three points to overhaul 
Malcolm Jackson’s narrow lead in the ‘A’ class of the 
championship needed to finish well up and he put his 
stamp on the first half of the race holding off an ever- 
increasing challenge from Friz, who was determined 
to win his second clubmans race in as many weeks. 
On lap 7 Friz outbraked Webb on the approach to the 
chicane as one or two backmarkers got in the way and 
he took the lead he was never to lose. Webb held 
second from Richard de la Rue whose excellent start 
from the fifth row had put him on fifth place by the 
end of lap 1 and third by the end of the race. Malcolm 
Jackson, whose return to clubmans this year has been 
notable for a string of wins, retired after eight laps 
with an oil leak, handing the class win to Webb. In 
fourth and fifth, Martin White and Vernon Davies 
drove pretty lonely races, inheriting better places 
following the demise of Jackson and the unusual 
Beagle of Jim Yardley, which retired, to quote the 
race bulletin ‘“‘due to losing’”—we can only assume 
they meant oil! Tim Gath, whose Mallock’s straight- 
line power was somewhat better than that of the Pink 
Panther, held Stuart Glass’s pink and purple device at 
bay throughout although Glass appeared to be catch- 
ing him through the corners. Class B winner, and the 
man who had already clinched the championship, 
Dud Moseley, was the first lapped runner. He had a 
comfortable 15secs in hand over Nick Linney, these 
two finishing first and second in class. 

The Formula Fordsters practised in two sessions 
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but there were several non-arrivals so the pro- 
grammed qualifying race proved to be unnecessary. 
Entering the final round of the tremendous Brush 
Fusegear championship, Trevor van Rooyen led 
Nigel Mansell by six points but both of them had a 
good chance of winning. “It'll be a fierce old do” 
forecast Trevor, who would start from the outside of 
the front row with his SDC Royale RP24 and he 
seemed a trifle nervous about the prospect in contrast 
to the outwardly composed nature of Mansell who 
qualified his Crosslé 32F more than 0.5sec faster to 
take pole position, sandwiching Yves Sarazin’s 
Royale. It was Sarazin who made the best start and 
led into Copse from Mansell and Bernard Devaney 
(Hawke DL19), who was passed by van Rooyen. 

There was typical FF slipstreaming all around the 
first lap, at the end of which van Rooyen somehow 
managed to lead from Devaney, Mansell, John Vil- 
lage (Royale), Paul Smith (Royale), a bemused 
Sarazin and the rest. It all looked very hectic, 
especially on the next lap at Club, where van Rooyen 
tried to retake the lead from Devaney but found the 
door firmly closed, whereupon Mansell drove around 
the outside of both of them and arrived at Woodcote 
with a slight lead. 

Unfortunately for him, the Irishman’s Hawke be- 
gan to suffer from gear selection difficulties, Devaney 
retiring when the gear lever broke having inadver- 
tently baulked van Rooyen as he fished for gears. 
Village retired with engine problems as, later on, did 
Smith, while Sarazin could not match the pace of the’ 
two leaders, who circulated on their own at the front. 
The Championship would now be decided on who set 
fastest lap! ‘I was driving like a maniac” to do just 
that, said Mansell, the Crosslé proving excellent 
spectator value as it was hurled through the chicane. 
Trevor had to settle for a most honourable second 
place, though was obviously disappointed, while the 
other drivers were totally outclassed. Sarazin, Ken 
Acheson and Trevor Templeton (both Irishmen in 
Crosslé 32Fs) trailed at various distances with David 
McClelland (Crosslé 30F) just holding off Andy Best 
(Getem) with the rest just nowhere, 

After the excitement of the Brush Fusegear FF1600 
final, the day’s finale was the last round of the Esso 
Uniflo special saloon series. Once again the overall 
championship was not settled with Tony Sugden, 
Peter Baldwin and Richard Long all in with a 
statistical chance of winning. All three have followed 
this series all season and it was particularly sad for 
Tony Sugden whose class—and the race overall—was 
won by a less frequent visitor to Silverstone, Rob 
Mason, with the very smart George Bevan Imp. With 
Mick Hill’s Chevvy-Beetle left on the line, it was 
Colin Hawker’s DF VW which powered away into the 
lead, chased by Mason and Graham Goode, whose 
Escort nosed into second place at the chicane. By lap 
three, the order was established with Hawker in 
command, Mason chasing hard with Goode a com- 
fortable third from the energetically battling pair of 2- 
litre Escorts driven by Tony Sugden and Chris Wray. 
By half distance, Mason was pressing hard and took 
his chance at Abbey to slide by the considerably more 
powerful DFVW to take a lead he was to maintain to 
the chequered flag. Hawker finished second from 
Goode (who performed a remarkably clean 360 
degrees spin on the last lap), Sugden and Wray. 
Baldwin finished sixth, having led his class comfort- 
ably throughout—to give him the overall title. 


JEREMY SHAW/ 
ROBIN BRADFORD 


Sliverstone Production Sports Car Race (10 laps): Overall and 
Class A: 1, Colin Biower (3.0 TVA 3000M), 19m 28.928, 90.30mph; 2, 
Rob Wells (3.5 Morgan Plus 8), 19m 40.838; 3, Stewart Halstead (3.0 
TVR 3000M), 20m 04.818; 4, Rod Gretton (3.0 TVR 3000M), 20m 
05.098. Fastest lap: Blower, 1m 54.788, 91.96mph. Class B: 1, 
Bernard Unett (2.0 Triumph TR7), 84.85mph; 2, Chris Alford (1.6 TVR 
1600M); 3, Anthony Binnington (1.8 MGB). Fastest lap: Unett, 2m 
01.718, 86.72mph. Class C: 1, Gerald Morse (1.5 MG Midget), 
76.63mph; 2, Howard Johnson (1.3 Austin-Healey Sprite): 3, David 
Richardson (1.3 MG Midget). Fastest lap: Tony Dean (1.6 MG 
Midget), 2m 41.50s. 78.48mph. (all establish records). 

Tricentrol Car Group Clubmans Sports Race (12 laps): Overall 
and 1001-1600cc fully modified: 1, Geoff Friswell (Mallock U2-Hart 
Mk16), 18m 59.388, 111.17mph; 2, Alan Webb (Mallock U2-Morgan 
Mk18B), 19m 02.378; 3, Richard de la Rue (Mallock U2-Ford Mk 18B), 
19m 20.378; 4, Martin White (Mallock U2-Longman Mk 18B/W), 19m 
26.82s. Fastest lap: Friswell, 1m 33.35s, 113.07mph. Formula Ford 
engines: 1, Dud Moseley (Mallock U2-Davron Mk18BX), 100.91mph; 
2, Nick Linney (Mallock U2-Fewkes Mk16B); 3, Gary Ferriman (Maliock 
U2-Davron Mk16). Fastest lap: Moseley, 1m 42.728, 102.76mph. 

Brush Fusegear Formula Ford 1600 Championship, final round 
(12 tape): 1, Nigel Mansell (Crossié-Minister 32F), 21m 06.038, 
100.05mph; 2, Trevor van Rooyen (Royale-Minister RP24), 21m 
11,698; 3, Yves Sarazin (Royale-Scholar RP24), 21m 23.038; 4, 
Kenneth Acheson (Crossié-Minister 32F), 21m 27.418; 5, Trevor 
Templeton (Crossié-Scholar 32F), 21m 33.678; 6, David McClelland 
(Crossié-Minister 30F), 21m 34.96s. Fastest lap: Mansell, 1m 44.148, 
101.36mph. 

Esso Unitio Special Saloon Car race (10 laps): Overall: 1, Rob 
Mason (2.0 Sunbeam Stiletto), 16m 43.998, 105.13mph; 2, Colin 
Hawker (3.0 DFVW-Cosworth), 16m 55.518; 3, Graham Goode (2.0 
Ford Escort), 16m 58.638; 4, Tony Sugden (2.0 Ford Escort), 17m 
35.27s. Over 2500cc: 1, Hawker, 103.94mph; no other finishers, 
Fastest lap: Hawker, 1m 38.80s, 107.37mph. 1301-2500cc; 1, Mason) 
2, Goode; 3, Sugden. Fastest lap: Mason, 1m 37.80s, 107.12mph, 
1001-1300ce: 1, Peter Baldwin (1.3 Mini Clubman), 92.95mph; 2, 
David Carvell (1.3 Morris Cooper S); 3, Tony Allies (1.3 Mini Clubman), 
Fastest lap: Baldwin, 1m 50.65s, 95.39mph. 851-1000ce: 1, Richarc 
Long (1.0 Wallinger Imp). 89.93mph; 2, Malcolm Johnstone (1.C 
Hillman Imp); 3, George Ostroumoff (1.0 Hillman Imp). Fastest lap; 
Long, 1m 53.918, 92.66mph. Up to 850cc: 1, Michael Holland (85C 
Hillman Imp), 86.36mph; 2, David Enderby (850 Morris Mini); 3, Pete: 
Day (850 Austin Mini). Fastest lap: Mike Kirby (850 Hillman Imp), 11 
59.098, 88.63mph. 
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Wearing the symbols of Tony Buckett’s aerospace company alongside its Swan Lager livery, Tony Trimmer’s Melchester Surtees flies to victory by a lap. 


AEROSPACE ENGINED RING BAW ony 


Set and match 
to Trimmer 


Trimmer clinches title with a comfortable win—Edwards on pole but 
retires—Magee second from Villota—Report: ANDY LEEDER. 


Tony Trimmer is the 1977 ShellSport Inter- 
national Champion, for at Snetterton last 
Sunday he won the penultimate round of 
the series with the Melchester Racing Sur- 
tees TS19. Tony’s day did not appear to be 
going well at first, for he was overshadowed 
in practice by an on-form Guy Edwards 
(the only other contender for the title), who 
claimed pole position driving the Titbits- 
MD4 March 751. And, just prior to the 
race, the warm-up laps brought the un- 
wanted hassle of a brake pad change as his 
rivals assembled on the grid. But Clerk of 
the Course Sid Offord judged the tempera- 
ture of the situation well, and delayed the 
start a short while to allow the white 
Surtees to take its position alongside the 
colourful March on the front row. Then it 
all came good for the West Kingsdown 
based driver. A terrific start and an early 
lead were quickly consolidated with a new 
lap record and, as the dominant Trimmer 
confidently sped to a popular victory, the 
faster of his rivals all fell by the wayside. 
The supporting races on the BARC or- 
ganised day were of a very mixed standard. 
Derrick Brunt. (Manitou LE Oils BMW) 
and Jeremy Rossiter (Spax Reynard) both 
defeated quantity, with quality, fields to 
win the British Radio Production Saloon 
and Lord’s Taverners FF2000 qualifiers 
respectively, but the other races provided 


little to note. 
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Guy Edwards arrived at Snetterton for the 13th round 
of the 14-race ShellSport series as the only challenger 
to Tony Trimmer for the title. Guy’s chance was a 
‘long shot’: he had to win the final two races, with 
Tony failing to score the handful of points that would 
secure the championship for him. From very early in 
the first practice session, it was evident that Edwards 
was out to transfer the pressure of the situation to his 
rival. The track was wet, but rapidly drying in a 
blustery wind which threatened more rain at any 
moment, when the contest began on Saturday after- 
noon. Edwards, winner of the previous Group 8 race 
at Snetterton this season (held in very wet condi- 
tions), looked the fastest man on the circuit. When 
the line dried out in the last quarter of an hour, his 
was surprisingly the only fast car to change to slicks 
and, despite a spin at Riches when he had to move 
off-line to pass another car, he annexed the pole at 
62.2s, almost 3secs quicker than anyone else. On 
Sunday morning, again with a blustery wind tailing 
the cars on the back straight but with the track dry, 
Guy again dominated the proceedings, a powerful 
DFV (rumoured at about 490bhp) assisting the March 
to a 59.0. 

Sharing the front row was Tony Trimmer, his 
Surtees half a second down. Tony was not out to take 
it easy and claim the title with a finish in the first four 
places (all that was required), but to win, because 
that would add valuable points to his Tarmac British 
Racing Championship challenge. The Surtees G8 cars 
have frequently suffered severe vibrations set up by 
the tyres used in this category, but happily this 
phenomenon was absent at the Norfolk venue, and 
Tony was hopeful that there would therefore be no 
repeat of the gearbox failure that sidelined the car 
when it was leading in the previous round at 
Thruxton. 

First to record 59.6 was the F5000 Chevron- 
Nicholson B37 of Australian Bruce Allison. Bruce 
rated his chances highly for a wet race, but he was to 
be unlucky. Divina Galica’s Olympus/Shell Surtees 
suffered a gearbox bearing failure on Saturday, and 
on race morning the ratios were wrong and the DFV 
was frequently on the rev limiter. Emilio Villota was 
on the inside of row 3 with the ex-Hunt McLaren 


M23, and beside him was the fastest 2-litre man, 
Norman Dickson, who went impressively well with 
his Gleneagle Helicopters/Dicksons of Perth F2 
March 772, but was almost a second slower. 

Damien Magee, having his third outing with Len 
Gibbs’s F5000 Lola 332C, had been second fastest on 
Saturday, but the tired V8 was left rather breathless 
on the dry track. Alongside the Irishman was Mike 
Wilds, who had a whole host of problems to sort out 
on the ex-David Purley Lec-Chevron B30, sponsored 
by Aim Racing with Templar Tillers. Clutch prob- 
lems ended the first session before it had even begun 
for Mike, and the next day chronic understeer slowed 
the 1976 championship-winning car. 

Tony Rouff with the rebuilt Graham Eden Ra- 
cing/Harrisons Ralt-BDG, ‘not yet dialled in’, shared 
the next row with Alo Lawler and the L&B Excava- 
tions F2 Lola. Behind ranged Robin Smith’s Lola 
7330, Keith Holland’s McRae GM1 (slowed by 
various engine bothers), Adrian Russell (having a run 
in a Roger Heavens March 762), and Jim Ravenscroft 
(Surtees TS15). After one Herman Herstenberg, a 
Spaniard with only national races behind him, de- 
clined to race the ex-Villota Lyncar-DFV, John Tail 
was alone at the back with his Brabham BT36. 

FASTEST QUALIFIERS 


After the first of two preliminary warm-up laps 
Trimmer headed for the pits. The meticulous prep 
aration of Melchester Racing had misfired, and newl: 
fitted brake pads had locked on the left front wheel 
While the mechanics rushed to revert to an older set 
the impatient field assembled on the grid. Trimme 
took his place just before the field was sent off by th 
green flag for the final warm-up lap. 

Within a 100yds, car No 13 was out, its nose havin 
been solidly wiped against the armco. Divina ha 
started enthusiastically, while Trimmer (in front c 
her) had made a start more suitable to the occasion 
and she took to the dirt to avoid him, ending her rac 
against the barrier. As the embarrassed lady climbe 
out, the field formed up for the start proper. 

There was nothing tardy about Trimmer’s start thi 
time, and he headed Allison and Edwards int 
Riches. It was still the same order at the front as the 
catapulted out of Russell, and burst past the pits in 
crescendo of sound. Fourth was Magee ahead c 
Wilds, Dickson, Holland, Villota, Lawler, Smitt 
Rouff, Russell and Ravenscroft. 

The leading trio quickly began to break away ¢ 
four cars lined up behind Magee to try the unenviab! 


SHELLSPORT INTERNATIONAL 
SNETTERTON 


continued 


task of passing the Irishman. Villota had made a bad 
start but rapidly moved up to fifth to have first crack 
at Damien. 

Allison’s race lasted just five laps before the gear 
linkage broke, but Edwards, now with a clear road to 
Trimmer, could make no impression, although they 
both established a new outright circuit record at 59.2. 
At quarter-distance, 10 laps, the white Surtees was an 
incredible 20secs to the good, for Edwards had just 
pushed his car into the paddock with a broken 
gearbox casing mounting. 

Villota squeezed by Magee, and it was Wilds’s turn 
to try next, with Holland still right with him. Wilds 
and Holland almost tangled as both locked up under 
braking for the Esses, Wilds taking the escape road 
and scattering marker cones in all directions, and 
having to pit twice to rectify the damage. 

Half-distance, and the confident Trimmer was still 
pulling away from Villota. Magee was now under 
pressure from Holland with Dickson fifth, the last 
unlapped runner. Rouff moved in front of Lawler 
when the Irishman made a nonsense of the Esses, but 
he set off undeterred in pursuit of the American. 

In the closing stages Villota slowed, suspecting 
either a puncture or something broken at the rear of 
the McLaren, and Trimmer lapped him on lap 36, to 
crown a splendid drive with victory by over a lap. 
Magee, keeping a watchful eye on the revs of his well- 
used engine, passed the Spaniard on their last lap to 
claim second place. Holland had retired the smokey 
McRae with more engine bothers, so fourth was 
Dickson and fifth Rouff, who remained ahead of 
Lawler. Russell was seventh on his own after Raven- 
scroft had suffered a broken fuel pump belt. Mike 
Wilds completed 34 laps after his pitstops, while Tait 
was lapped no fewer than nine times. 

It was a splendid triumph for Tony Trimmer, who 
so often in his career has been left on the shelf. He 
was a very happy man on Sunday evening. As a race, 
though, this was a farcical performance for the 
premier national formula, with cars falling apart or 
merely limping to the finish. 


ShellSport International Championship, round 13 
Snetterton, October 2 
40 laps—76.68 miles 
1, Tony Trimmer (3.0 Surtees-DFV/Smith TS19), 40m 14.2s, 
114.34mph; 
2, Damien Magee (5.0 Lola-Chevrolet 332C), 40m 25.68; 
3, Emilio de Villota (3.0 McLaren-DFV/Smith M23), 40m 33.4s; 
4, Norman Dickson (2.0 March-BMW 772), 40m 43.48; 
5, Tony Rouff (2.0 Ralt-BDG RT1), 40m 15.6s; 
6, Alo Lawler (2.0 Lola-BDX T462), 40m 17.18; 
7, Adrian Russell (March-BDX 762), 41m 14.7s; no other classified 
finishers. 
* Fastest lap:Trimmer and Guy Edwards (3.0 March-DFV 751), 59.2s, 
116.57mph (new outright record). 


SUPPORTING RACES 


The only race on a wind-swept Saturday afternoon 
was a poorly supported Formula Ford event which 
took place after the G8 cars had nicely dried the 
racing line. Glenn Eagling now knows exactly how 
Divi felt on Sunday for he committed a similar 
indiscretion when leading the FF pack by over a 
quarter of a lap. With ten of the fifteen laps to go, he 
swung out on to a wet patch at the Esses and clouted 
his Van Diemen’s nose on the Armco. While he crept 
back to the pits to hide, Robin Green (Van Diemen) 
and Dave Hoban (Ray) moved their second place 
battle up into the limelight, both seeking to outfox 
,the other at the Esses; the pressure dropped, howev- 


er, after Hoban had the first of his three spins, the 
Ray’s handling having deteriorated during the race. 
Gig North’s Van Diemen almost prevented Green 
from scoring his first race win with a good dash in the 
late stages, and Alan Welsh (Nomad) put in a similar 
spurt to almost catch this month’s driver of the 
Rolatruc Opportunity Elden, Rodney Thompson. 

It was ‘Ladies first? on Sunday with the ShellSport 
Escorts being conducted by invitees with very varied 
race experience. Divina Galica was one of several late 
entries and, as expected, dominated both practice 
and race. Alison Davis stayed within viewing distance 
but the remainder were well spaced out around the 2 
miles of Snetterton. Dice of the race between kart 
racer Carolynn Grant-Sale and Gill Rindlisbacher 
became rather unlady like when Miss Rindlisbacher 
was elbowed inside the course markers along the back 
straight and subsequently made her feelings known to 
the Stewards. One less Escort returned to Brands 
since Margaret McEwan King totalled car 2 against 
the Russell Armco in practice, being very lucky to 
escape uninjured. 

Such is the current state of special saloon car racing 
that only seven cars lined up for the Forward Trust 
1000 Championship round. Richard (Rupert) Long 
was the only ‘A’ Class entrant so he naturally won in 
the latest version of his ‘Mean Machine’ although his 
efforts were rather overshadowed by ten laps of 
duelling between Peter Knipe (Imp) and Peter Day 
(Mini-BDA). At times their scrap looked a wee bit 
fraught but they both said they enjoyed it and the 
spectators certainly did. With a strong wind along the 
back straight the car in second at Sear usually 
managed to ‘sling shot’ into the lead at the Complex: 
this was Knipe’s favourite ploy but was used against 
him on'the last lap by Day with the 2-cylinder car 
holding on to win. Close behind the Imps of Mike 
Kirby and Chris Roberts circulated with just a length 
between them throughout. 

Pete Hall’s injection of cash on behalf of his 
Industrial Control Services Company to establish a 
2300cc class in the British Radio prod saloon series 
certainly gave this grid a healthier look with 18 cars 
lining up. Hall himself was on the front row, his Opel 
Commodore splitting the BMWs of Derrick Brunt 
and David Taylor but, as the field funnelled down 
into Riches, his Opel and that of Jock Robertson 
were trying to claim the same piece of track and Hall 
went beet harvesting for a while. For the first few laps 
it was a Manitou-LE one-two-three with Brunt safely 
in the lead and Graham Miles displacing Taylor for 
second spot. Robertson was the leading Opel, charg- 
ing up to fourth and harrying the BMWs until he got 
past Taylor. Running in with this bunch was Hall 
who, having regained the track, decided he might at 
least circulate with ‘people he knew.’ Mike Lavers 
(Opel) had a great drive after a flying start and ran 
ahead of Tony Hill’s Dolomite, the leading 2300 class 
car, and Stuart McCrudden’s nightmarish Opel. It 
was also good to see Rod Birley (Capri) back to form 
as he managed to keep Alan Minshaw’s Opel behind 
him even though the Demon Tweaks car climbed 
over the Esses kerbs on most laps to get inside the 
Ford. In the closing laps Miles decided to go after 
Brunt and he brought the BMW close up until he ran 
a shade too wide at Coram and spun down to sixth 
place allowing Robertson to take second. A less 
damaging race than most apart from David Yates 
who charged the pits armco with the Demon Tweeks 
Mazda on lap 5. 

Champion starts from last place on grid! yes, after 
difficulties in reaching the circuit, Rad Dougall could 
only qualify his Royale out of session, and with the 
qualifying race scrubbed due to lack of entries he 
followed the Lord’s Taverners FF2000 field into 


Damien Magee, here pressed by Mike Wilds in the Chevron, took the Gibb Lola to a distant second place. 


é " Ma. - See Bs ee og 
Graham Miles set fastest prodsaloon lap but spun out 
of second place while challenging Brunt. 


Riches dead last, narrowly avoiding the customary 
opening lap shunt among the other back markers. 
Back at the front, though, it was to be Jeremy 
Rossiter’s race: Mr Spax led throughout but admitted 
it had been hard work, for the Reynard was under- 
steering badly. Kenny Gray (Royale) spent half the 
race behind Phillip Bullman (Hawke) and the other 
half ahead but, once among the traffic, could not 
reduce Rossiter’s lead. With Rob Wilson’s clutch 
“exploding early on putting the second Reynard out of 
the race, Oscar Notz was an untroubled fourth, his 
Crosslé way ahead of David MacPherson who left it 
too late before shaking off a group of four challengers 
for whom the race seemed to be more a matter of who 
could carve up whom than actually racing. Syd Fox 
also worked his Palliser clear of the mob for a good 
sixth. The dangerous inner bank at Russell was the 
undoing of second-row-man Bruce Coate-Bond who 
wrecked his Delta there. Dougall worked his way up 
to eleventh place and Tom Baker (‘Dr Who’) present- 
ed the prizes. 

John Bury made it two wins in two visits to 
Snetterton with another runaway performance with 
his Ark Racing/Arthur Hough Pressings Elan, once 
again breaking the lap record for his class. Trying to 
stay with the Elan in this Steel Tube Services mod- 
sports round, Jonathan Palmer’s Marcos GT also 
went lap record hunting after passing Jon Fletcher’s 
Elan. It was not Fletcher’s day for no sooner wes 
Palmer past than Paul Berman’s Elan had slipped 
through and even the impudent little Davrian of Bob 
Jarvis soon followed. The crowd loves a good littl’un 
beating a good slightly bigger’un and, not content 
with passing Fletcher, Jarvis sneaked past Berman’s 
car at Riches on each of the last two laps holding the 
Elan off on the run up to the line, with the third class 
record of the day to boot. What of Fletcher: well, 
between bites of pork pie, he told a tale of mixed 
tyres and jumping gear shifts—never mind Jon your 
Snetterton luck will change one day. 


MIKE DIXON 


Formula Ford 1600 Trophy Race (15 laps): 1, Robin Green (Van 
Diemen-Scholar RF77), 19m 56.08, 86.55mph; 2, Gig North (Van 
Diemen-CES RF76), 19m 57.18; 3, Rodney Thompson (Elden-Minis- 
ter), 20m 05.7s; 4, Alan Welsh (Nomad-Rowland CRP3), 20m 06.98; 5, 
Dave Hoban (Bert Ray-Nel! Brown), 20m 23.1s; 6, Margaret McEwen- 
King (Merlyn-Minister Mk20A), 20m 33.2s. Fastest lap: Glenn Eagling 
(Van Diemen-CES RF78), 1m 15.68, 91.29mph. 

ShellSport Escort Ladies Race (10 laps): 1, Divina Galica, 15m 
51.78, 72.51mph; 2, Alison Davis, 15m 59.2s; 3, Jenny Dell, 16m 
19.28; 4, Carolynn Grant-Sale, 16m 30.9s; 5, Liz Hammerton, 16m 
34.48; 6, Gill Rindlisbacher, 16m 49.9s. Fastest lap: Galica, 1m 34.0s, 
73.42mph. 

Forward Trust 1000 Special Saloon Car Championship Round 
(10 laps): 1, Richard Long (1.0 Wallinger Greetham Imp), 13m 25.18; 
2, Peter Day (850 Austin Mini Allen Ford), 13m 57.98; 3, Peter Knipe 
(850 Hillman Imp), 13m 58.3; 4, Mike Kirby (850 Greetham Imp), 14m 
18.58. 851 to 1000cc: 1, Long, 85.72mph; no other starters. Fastest 
lap: Long, 1m 18.5s, 87.91mph. Up to 850cc: 1, Day, 82.36mph; 2, 
Knipe; 3, Kirby. Fastest lap: Day, 1m 21.7s, 84.47mph. 

British Radio Production Saloon Car Championship and British 
Radio/Industrial Control Services Production Saloon Car Series 
Championship Round (12 laps) overall and 2300 to 3000cc class: 
1, Derrick Brunt (3.0 BMW 3.0 Si), 17m 24.08, 79.32mph; 2, Jock 
Robertson (2.8 Opel Commodore GSE), 17m 29.5s; 3, David Taylor 
(3.0 BMW 3.0 Si), 17m 30.1s; 4, Mike Lavers (2.8 Ope! Commodore 
GSE), 17m 31.1s. Fastest lap: Graham Miles (3.0 BMW 3.0 Si) and 
Lavers, 1m 25.6s, 80.62mph. Up to 2300ce class: 1, Tony Hil! (2.0 
Triumph Dolomite Sprint), 78.56mph; 2, Stuart McAllan (2.0 Mazda 
RX3); 3, Ron Freeman (2.0 Mazda RX3). Fastest lap: Hill, 1m 26.3s, 
79.97mph. 

Lord's Taverners Formula Ford 2000 Championship Round (15 
laps): 1, Jeremy Rossiter (Reynard-Piper 77SF), 17m 17.8s, 
99.75mph; 2, Kenny Gray (Royale-Rowland RP25), 17m 18.4s; 3, 
Phillip Bullman (Hawke-Titan DL16), 17m 19.38; 4, Oscar Notz 
(Crossl6-Titan 31F), 17m 27.88; 5, David MacPherson (Dulon-Auriga 
MP20), 17m 35.2s; 6, Syd Fox (Palliser-Minister 76/1), 17m 39.7s. 
Fastest leap: Gray, 1m 08.1s, 101.34mph (record). 

Steel Tube Services Modified Sports Car Championship Round 
(10 laps): overall: 1, John Bury (1.8 Lotus Elan), 12m 16.1s; 2, 
Jonathan Palmer (3.0 Marcos Ford GT), 12m 29.0s; 3, Bob Jarvis (1.1 
Davrian Imp Mk7), 12m 35.18; 4, Paul Berman (1.6 Lotus Elan), 12m 
35.63. Over 2000cc: 1, Palmer, 92.14mph; 2, Richard Gamble (4.5 
Jaguar E type); no other finishers. Fastest lap: Palmer, 1m 12.2s, 
95.58mph (record). 1501 to 2000cc: 1, Bury, 93.75mph; 2, Berman; 3, 
Jon Fletcher (1.8 Lotus Elan). Fastest lap: Bury, 1m 11.98, 95.98mph 
(record). 1151 to 1500ce: 1, Keith Ashby (1.5 MG Midget Longman), 
85.25mph; 2, Steven Roberts (1.5 Mini Marcos Mk4); 3, Mark Hales 
(1.5 Turner Ford GT). Fastest lap: Geoff Weeks (1.4 Vickers Midget), 
1m 18.5s, 87.91mph. Up to 1150cc: 1, Jarvis, 91.39mph; 2, Pat 
Longhurst (1.1 Davrian Carter Imp Mk7); 3, Geoff Lynn (1.1 Davrian 
Carter Imp Mk7). Fastest lap: Jarvis, 1m 13.2s, 94.28mph (record). 
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Chris Alford’s battle for the class lead with Andy Dawson ended with no gears. 


DONINGTON 


Kim’s roller-coaster 


Although the first race of the BRSCC 
(Midland Centre) championship meeting 
began promptly at 2pm last Sunday, the 
ambitious ten-event programme did not 
finish until just before 7pm, by which time 
the sun had set and the weather turned 
distinctly chilly. This factor, combined with 
the tedious (and seemingly endless) protests 
and counter-protests of the Prodsports bri- 
gade, contrived to dampen one’s enthusi- 
asm at what had otherwise been an interest- 
ing and varied day’s racing, organised as 
capably as ever by the ever-cheerful Ron 
and Edwina Overend. The main race of the 
day was the final round of the centre’s 
successful Formule Libre championship 
and, with Kim Mather running out of 
petrol three laps from the end when leading 
comfortably with his ex-Villeneuve Chev- 
ron B35D, it was left for that faithful 
Northern exponent Andy Barton to score a 
surprise victory in his F2 Sana. 

The first of two non-championship FF1600 thrashes 
saw pole position man Nigel Mansell caught com- 
pletely off-guard when the red starting lights flicked 
to green after ‘‘only about two seconds. I wasn’t even 
in gear!’’ David Wheeler thus led away in his Royale 
RP21, although the red Crosslé 32F of Mansell was 
soon on his heels and challenging for the lead. At the 
end of the first lap, at the Park chicane, Mansell tried 
to outbrake Wheeler but succeeded only in locking up 
his brakes and taking to the escape road before 
setting off again, now in third place, behind Cliff 
Watts’s Merlyn. Sanity, however, was restored when 
the Crosslé took over the lead the next time around 
and stroked away to a clear win. Wheeler was quite 
content with his second place, while former Special 
Saloon man Watts also did well to finish third. 

The first of two Leyland Mini Challenge races, for 
850cc cars, began with an excellent three-way tussle 
for the lead between Martin Goodall, Patrick Watts 
and Chris Tyrrell, but after about seven laps the three 
cars spaced out a little and proceeded to finish in that 
order. Goodall took his sixth series win with 
‘George’, his ‘Marvellous Mini’, while Watts had 
driven extremely well in just his fourth race. A race- 
long scrap for fourth place finished with Bob Addison 
a few inches ahead of Chris Lewis’s Hammonds Sauce 
car, while championship leader John West could only 
manage sixth place and is now only one point ahead 
of Goodall. 

Geordie Joe Applegarth (Brabham BT23C) made 
a not very good start from pole position in the final 
Varley Batteries Monoposto Championship race, but 
had just about made up the ground on Ray Thomas’s 
Revoray and Julian Pratt’s JPS until a huge kerfuffle 
at the chicane saw Pratt elbowed very wide and left 
Joe with no option but to take to the escape road. He 
then recovered from ninth to fourth but retired when 
the engine devoured a plug core. Ray Thomas had 
emerged with a good lead but was being closed upon 
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Neil McGrath won another Renault 5 race in his usual 
rolling style. 


by ‘The Streaker’ (Lotus Mk35) until the latter had a 
big spin at the chicane on the last lap trying to give the 
car a win on its last outing before being ‘retired’ to a 
private collection. Thomas was thus left in the clear to 
score his first win of the season, while ‘The Streaker’ 
had plenty of time to regain the tarmac and finish 
second ahead of David Dudley’s March. 

Following many discussions, protests and threats 
not to race, all the Prodsports cars appeared on the 
grid for the purpose for which their drivers had come 
to Donington: to enjoy themselves. TVR Sales Direc- 
tor Stewart Halstead made a super start from the 
second row and tried to nip between Rob Wells’s 
Morgan and Chris Meek’s Lotus into Redgate Lodge, 
but the Moggie’s bumper just caught the TVR’s rear 
wheel and ripped out the valve, causing its retire- 
ment. Meek, of course, romped away to win (for the 
21st time this year), while Bill Wykeham tried his best 
in his Morgan but had to make do with second. In 
Class B, David Beams (Ginetta) was suffering from a 
down-on-power engine and then had a couple of 
spins, but Andy Dawson (TR7), and Chris Alford 
(TVR 1600) had a fine battle for the lead until Chris 
lost third gear and left Andy to score a fine follow-up 
win to his Lindisfarne Rally victory the day before. 

The 1976 ‘Star of Tomorrow’ Sean Walker made a 
poor start from pole in the second FF1600 race, but 
moved his Wessex Kentreds Tiga FF76 (now Scholar- 
powered) into the lead on the third lap and pulled 
away towards the end. Winfield’s Jeremy Plunkett 
(Crosslé) was an early leader but fell out after three 
laps; Paul Smith spun his borrowed Royale RP21 (the 
engine in his own RP24 was not well after Silverstone 
the day before) at Coppice two laps from home, and 
slipped from a good second to fourth; and Tim Knight 
(Merlyn) retired after losing his car’s cooling system 
on the silly track-edge markers at the chicane after a 


valiant effort in his ageing car. All of this left Graham 
North to finish second in his Royale RP24. 

Neil McGrath won yet another Elf Renault 5 race 
in his Hardings car after David Bell had spun his 
‘Mancunian Fender-bender’ at the Old Hairpin and 
been unavoidably hit by Wayne Wainwright’s Comlec 
RS. John Trevelyan had been dicing for the lead for 
the first half of the race, but a spin left him back in 
third at the end, while fellow ex-FF man and series 
leader Doug Bassett came from the 10secs mark to 
sixth after the water pump on his Millwards car broke 
in-practice. 

The Debenhams Escort race began with drama at 
Redgate, where several cars spun off with varying 
degrees of damage. Wayne Wainwright, Neil 
McGrath and Wayne’s father Basil all came through 
unscathed in their Comlec/BRMB/Opposite Lock 
Racing Sports, and lapped in this order throughout 
the ten laps. An entertaining battle for fourth lost 
Barrie Williams as he was black-flagged for a trailing 
exhaust pipe (much to his disgust), so Geoff Evans 
only had Nick Weir to barge out of the way at the 
chicane on the last lap! | 

Just as Kim Mather seemed to be coasting to a clear 
Libre win in his Dinorben Arms Chevron B35D, he 
literally coasted down the hill to the Old Hairpin and 
pulled off having run out of petrol. Score nought out 
of ten! John Bright held second place in his locally 
built Wheatcroft R18 F3 car for six laps, by dint of 
some inspired driving, but let his enthusiasm get the 
better of him at the Old Hairpin where he spun and 
let a dicing Mario Pati (F3 Ralt) and Andy Barton (F2 
Sana) past. The ambitious Brazilian showed the 
Northern enthusiast just what F3 dicing is all about by 
weaving around in his efforts to stay ahead, but the 
F2 power told in the end and Barton (“I learnt a lot 
there’’) was a clear, if surprised, victor: ‘‘I hadn’t a 
clue I’d won!”. Iain McLaren was third in his F2 
Chevron ahead of Bright, who survived a second 
spin. 

In rapidly gathering gloom, Nick Whiting scorched 
away with his Kent Messenger Escort V6 to win the 
foreshortened Special Saloon race by a full 18secs 
from Derek Walker’s BDE-engined Escort. The 
market gardener may have been challenged by Colin 
Hawker’s DFVW, but an intermittent misfire restrict- 
ed him to a distant third. Clinton Bourke (Motospeed 
Mini) and Paul Haywood-Halfpenny (Imp) were the 


other (easy) class winners. 
JEREMY SHAW 


Formula Ford 1600 race (10 laps): 1, Nigel Mansell (Croesié- 
Minister 32F), 13m 54.28, 84.46mph; 2, David Wheeler (Royale-Harris 
FRP21A), 14m 17.48; 3, Cliff Watts (Merlyn-Smith Mk30), 14m 22.18; 4, 
Jeff Ward (Dulon-Ryland/Ward MP15), 14m 25.78. Fastest lap: 
Mansell, 1m 21.68, 86.35mph. 

Leyland Mini 850 Challenge round (10 laps): 1, Martin Goodall, 
16m 26.00s, 71.46mph; 2, Patrick Watts, 16m 28.18; 3, Chrie Tyrrell, 
16m 31.68; 4, Robert Addison, 16m 36.00s; 5, Chris Lewis, 16m 37.18; 
6, John West, 16m 43.28, Fastest lap: Goodall, 1m 37.68, 72.20mph. 

Variey Batteries Monoposto Club Championship round (10 
laps): 1, Ray Thomas (Revoray-Swindon Mk3), 13m 09.008, 
89.30mph; 2, ‘The Streaker’ (Lotus-Holbay 35), 13m 21.98; 3, David 
Dudiey (March-ADA 708), 13m 33.18; 4, lan Rimmer (Brabham-! 
BT21), 13m 39.88; 5, Geoff Jackson (Brabham-Cosworth BT21A), 13m 
43.88; 6, Mike Bowers (Lotus-Ford 69), 13m 44.68. Fastest lap: ‘The 
Streaker’, 1m 17.008, 91.5mph. 

Car Cham- 


BRSCC Certina Swies Watchee Production 

Plonehip round (10 laps) overall: 1, Chris Meek (1.6 Lotus Europa 
Special), 14m 59.00s, 78.37mph; 2, Bill Wykeham (3.5 Morgan Plus 8), 
15m 14.38; 3, John Kent (1.6 Lotus Europa Special), 15m 25.58; 4, 
Peter Taylor (1.6 Lotus Europa Special), 16m 21.00s. Class A: 1, 
Meek; 2, Wykeham; 3, Kent. Fastest lap: Meek, 1m 28.58, 79.62 mph 
(record). Class B: Dawson (Triumph TR7), 16m 22.58, 
71.71mph; 2, David Beams (1.0 Ginetta G15S), 3, Nick Ramus (2.0 
Triumph TR7). Fastest lap: Dawson, 1m 37.78, 73.63mph ( 
Claes C: 1, John McCaffrey (1.3 Austin Healey Sprite Mk4), 15m 
56.98, 66.27mph; 2, David Richardson (1.3 Midget Mk3); 3, Janice 
Morse (1.5 MG Midget Mk4), Fastest lap: Richardson, 1m 44.2s, 
67.62mph. 

Formula Ford 1600 race (10 laps): 1, Sean Walker (Tiga-Scholar 
FF76), 14m 16.18, 92.30 mph; 2, Graham North (Royale-Bartram 
RR24), 14m 20.68; 3, Mike Taylor (Crossié-Auriga 32F), 14m 21.68; 4, 
Paul Smith (Royale-\WR AP21). Fastest lap: Walker, Smith, Tim 
Knight (Meriyn-Scholar Mk 11/20A) and North, 1m 23.88, 84.08mph. 

BRSCC Elf Renault 5 Challenge race (10 laps): 1, Nell McGrath, 
17m 25.98, 67.37mph; 2, David Benton, 17m 33.98; 3, John Trevelyan, 
17m 39.78; 4, Juliette Slaughter, 17m 43.00s; 5, Colin Green, 17m 
45.008; 6, Doug Bassett, 17m 49.18. Fastest lap: John Bell, 1m 42.1s, 
69.01mph. 

BRSCC Debenhams Escort Championship (10 lape): 1, Wayne 
Wainwright, 16m 26.48, 71.43mph; 2, Nell McGrath, 16m 29.28; 3, 


_ Basil Wainwright, 16m 45.38; 4, Geoff Evans, 16m 58.98; 5, Nick Weir, 


16m 59.00s; 6, David Clarkson, 17m 02.18. Fasteet lap: W. Wain- 
wright, 1m 37.58, 72.27mph. 

BRSCC Midland Centre Formule Libre Champlonship—Final 
Round (15 laps): 1, Andy Barton (2.0 Sana-Barton/BDA B2), 18m 
21.18, 95.98mph; 2, Mario Pati (2.0 Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor RT1), 18m 
22.78; 3, lain McLaren (2.0 Chevron-Swindon/BDX B35), 18m 39.98; 4, 
John Bright (2.0 Wheatcroft-Toyote/Novamotor R18), 18m 54.38; 5, 
Laurence Jacobsen (2.0 Chevron-FVC B23), 19m 04.38; 6 Alan 
Sharpe (2.0 Chevron-Hart/BDA B26/21). Fastest lap: Kim Mather (2.0 
Chevron-Richardson/BDA B35D), 1m 08.78, 102.57mph (record). 

Leyland Mini 1275GT Cham; Ip race and Mini 850 non- 
qualifiers (10 lape)—overall and 1275GT: 1, Stephen Soper, 15m 
44.68, 74.59mph; 2, Geoff Till, 15m 50.18; 3, Roger Saunders, 15m 
56.18; 4, Malcolm Leggate, 16m 09.6s. Fastest lap: Paul Taft, 1m 
32.58, 76.18mph (establishes record). 850: 1, Terry Mulloy, 9 laps, 
66.48mph; 2, Christopher Cole; 3, John Williams. Fasteet lap: David 
Whale, 1m 42.38, 68.87mph. 

Special Saloon Car race (10 laps)—overall: 1, Nick Whiting (3.4 
Ford Escort), 10m 23.88, 90.36mph; 2, Derek Walker (1.9 Ford Escort 
BDE), 10m 41.88; 3, Colin Hawker (3.0 DFVW), 10m 54.38; 4, Tony 
Sugden (2.0 Ford Escort BDX), 11m 18.58. Over 2500ce: 1, Whiting; 
2, Hawker; 3, Chris Sims (3.5 Ford Escort-Oldsmobile). Fastest lap: 
Whiting, 1m 15.38, 93.58mph. 1300-2500cc: 1, Walker, 87.83mph; 2, 
Sugden; 3, Alan Smith (1.7 Ford Escort-Lotus). Fastest lap: Walker, 
1m 18.88, 89.42mph. 1000-1300ce: 1, Clinton Bourke (1.3 Motospeed 
Mini), 80.62mph; 2, Vic Lee (1.3 Mini Cooper S); 3, Christopher Moyse 
(1.3 Leyland Mini Clubman). Fastest lap: Bourke, 1m 25.2s, 
82.70mph. Up to 1000ce: 1, Paul Haywood-Halfpenny (1.0 Sunbeam 
Imp), 80.72mph; 2, Geoff Farmer (1.0 Sunbeam Imp); 3, Robert Roe 
(1.0 BMC Mini). Fastest lap: Haywood-Halfpenny, 1m 25.88, 
82.12mph. 


43 j 


Wanted: A Dictator 


The World Championship of Makes, now a shadow of its former self, attracted only just over 7000 spectators to 
Brands Hatch ten days ago. What is needed to broaden its appeal is a manufacturers’ body dictating the terms to 


the CSI, says ROBERT FEARNALL. 


While Formula 1 Grand Prix racing blos- 
soms as the lavish showcase of motor sport, 
World Championship racing for manufac- 
turers is at a very low ebb. 

_ The advent of the 3-litre Formula 1 
signalled the start of the reorganisation of 
Grand Prix racing. The organisers and 
promoters gradually lost their controlling 
power to the Formula 1 Constructors Asso- 
ciation, and now it is this professional 
organisation, the most powerful in the his- 
tory of motor racing, that dictates the 
terms of Grand Prix motor sport. 

Since the 50s and early 60s, when Grand 
Prix organisers treated Formula 1 racing 
almost purely as a sport, the F1CA’s ac- 
tions have turned Grand Prix racing into a 
business attaining vastly increased pub- 
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The German Group 5 (above) and European Group 2 series have both included entries from works teams which 
sting a proper World Championship of Makes. 


should have been conte 
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licity and finance. However, one looks with 
some trepidation towards the probable fur- 
ther expansion of the F1CA. Having taken 
control of the teams and drivers, the Asso- 
ciation aims to extend its power to grab 
more of the action still in the hands of the 
circuits and promoters (it appears that the 
F1CA has sewn up the future German 
Grands Prix at Hockenheim, for example). 
It is argued that such a shift in power could 
seriously undermine the entire structure of 
international, national and club motor 
racing. 

The glamour of Formula 1 racing, with 
its affluent superiority over all other forms 
of motor sport, highlights in particular the 
grim state of affairs in manufacturer 


racing. 
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The democratic nature of the CSI wrecks any 
chance of that body trying to establish a World 
Championship for Drivers. As the governing 
body of world motor sport, the CSI listens to 
the vested interests of manufacturers through- 
out the world, and unsuccessfully tries to adopt 
sports and saloon car categories which satisfy 
the majority—an impossible task. 

The Bureau Permanent Internationales des 
Constructeurs d’Automobiles (BPICA) is the 
world’s manufacturers’ official mouthpiece to 
the CSI’s sub-commissions on technical- and 
sporting regulations. Again, however, there are 
sO many vested interests, vying for so many 
different categories and regulations, that the 
BPICA seems as ineffective as the CSI in 
forming a common policy in putting the World 
Championship for Makes on the right footing. 

It is easy to over-simplify the situation. In 
Formula 1 racing, constructors can start with a 
clean piece of paper and build Grand Prix cars 
to the regulations applicable at a given time. In 
Manufacturers racing, the problems start at 
trying to establish a category which is as attrac- 
tive to firms who revel in the exotic type of 
production car, to those manufacturers who 
prefer to compete with a more mundane, mass- 
produced saloon. 

The current situation is ludicrous. We have 
the Group 6 World Sports Car Championship, 
the Group 5 World Championship of Makes, 
and the Group 2 European Touring Car 
Championship. 

The Group 6 series for two seater sports- 
prototypes has no bearing on manufacturers’ 
interests, perhaps with the exception of Alfa 
Romeo. The day of the two-seater sports car 
has been overtaken by the era of 2+2 GT cars, 
and there is little point in the CSI trying to 
preserve this as a World status series. 


Private body 


As Sportscars International will be quick to 
point out, there is a large number of two-seater 
sports cars, mainly 2-litre, competing in 
European countries, and there is a strong case 
for a private organisation (such as Sportscars 
International) trying to sort out a European 
Sports Car Championship series on a realistic 
financial scale—that is, realistic to both com- 
petitors and organisers. 

The Group 5 championship is a German- 
inspired series designed for exotic but terribly 
expensive cars; in particular, those from 
Porsche and BMW. The cars are very spectacu- 
lar to watch, but there appear to be no new 
manufacturers interested in entering the series, 
owing to the cost of building a competitive 
Group 5 car. There is nothing more dangerous 
for all concerned than running a major cham- 
pionship for just two manufacturers with a 
handful of cars, if only on the grounds that an 
overnight boardroom decision by one of the 
manufacturers may result in an immediate with- 
drawal from motor sport, leaving everyone in 
the lurch. 

The bulk of the manufacturers’ support, 
including Leyland (Jaguar), BMW, Volks- 
wagen and Alfa Romeo, has been directed 
towards the Group 2 European Touring Car 
Championship—despite its sad lack of attention 
from the media. Some other concerns, like 
Chrysler, Opel and Ford, place more emphasis 
on the national Group 14 saloon car champion- 
ships which are thriving to a British-inspired, 
common set of regulations in many European 
countries. 

There is a number of manufacturers through- 
out the world wanting to prove their models in 
motor racing, but they are ‘doing their own 
thing’ in various nondescript series, instead of 
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concentrating their efforts in to one pukka 
World Championship of Makes. 

Among the manufacturers in favour of racing 
their products are Alfa Romeo, BMW, Chevro- 
let, Chrysler, Datsun, Fiat, Ford, Jaguar, Lan- 
cia, Mazda, Opel, Porsche, Renault, Toyota, 
Triumph, Vauxhall and Volkswagen. It takes 
the simplest mathematics to realise that if each 
of these makes supported such a championship, 
with two cars per team, we would be treated to 
over 30 cars per round, and 17 different makes. 


Promoters’ concern 


Manufacturers are not alone in their concern 
with the ill-handling of endurance racing. The 
circuit promoters are tired of trying to-salvage a 
promotable image for the current World Cham- 
pionship rounds. Inevitably, this leads to im- 
portant races like the Le Mans 24 Hours going 
its own way outside the area of FIA champion- 
ships, and several other circuits cancelling 
qualifying rounds midway through the season. 
How can manufacturers make serious plans to 
contest a series when there is danger of a large 
percentage of the qualifying rounds being 
scrubbed? 

To complicate the ridiculous situation fur- 
ther, the CSI plans (i) to start a new World 
Endurance Championship for Drivers, in order 
to group together the important races whose 
promoters do not want to fall in line with the 
Group 5 championship; and (ii) to merge the 
Group 4 European GT Championship with the 
Group 5 series, but with two totally different 
titles at stake. Try explaining that lot to the 
national television and news media, when at- 
tempting to promote the country’s biggest en- 
durance race! 

The financial rewards being offered in World 
or European championship events has no set 
pattern either. At around £30,000, the national 
Group 5 championship in Germany offers con- 
siderably more money than most promoters in 
other European countries can afford for rounds 
of the Group 5 World Championship, and the 
European Touring Car Championship 
start/prize fund per round does not, in most 
instances, cover the travelling expenses for any 
cross-channel team. To give one example, the 
total start/prize fund offered for one Group 5 
World Championship round this year would not 
pay for a new roadgoing Porsche Carrera! 

The general consensus of opinion among 
many leading circuit promoters is that they 
would be quite prepared to invest a more 
acceptable budget for a World Championship 
of Makes race if they could be guaranteed a 
promotable entry. 

There is the perennial cry that circuits can 
only expect sensible-sized crowds for endurance 
race if they entice Grand Prix drivers (at an 
average fee of £2000 per driver) into hired 
Porsches or BMWs. Several European pro- 
moters can vouch that this is not the sole 
solution. 

Spectators will pay to see the Hunts, Laudas 
and Scheckters competing in the pinnacle of 
their sport—Formula 1—but they will not come 
in the same numbers to see expensive drivers of 
that calibre playing around in racing saloon or 
sports cars. If for example, BMW feels it is a 
worthwhile promotional exercise to employ the 
services of a top-line Formula 1 driver, then it is 
an added incentive for the promoter, and the 
latter should contribute towards BMW’s costs 
accordingly. But if the promoters have to foot 
the entire Formula 1 driver’s fee, then the cost 
can only be absorbed by outside sources— 
either by a one-off sponsorship deal or by 
increasing the spectators’ admission price. For 
endurance events in which the variety of fac- 
tory-entered cars are the main promotable 
ingredients, the driver element should comprise 
the world’s top GT/saloon car drivers, and 
there are certainly plenty of them. 

So what is the solution? In theory there 
should be the World Championship for Drivers 
and the World Championship of Makes along- 
side, the former aimed at promoting the indi- 
vidual, and the latter at attracting the world’s 
manufacturers into motor racing. The Formula 
1 Constructors Association have proved its 
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point, so surely it is time for the sporting- 
minded manufacturers to establish a World 
Championship which attracts the publicity, 
trade support, sponsorship and spectators it 
warrants. The added incentives developed by 
such a series could be far-reaching, from the 
involvement of the competing cars’ distributor 
outlets in that particular country to the vast 
accessory and component industry not so far 
closely associated with our sport. 

Once having thrashed out a World Cham- 
pionship formula which appeases the bulk of 
manufacturers, it would be a reasonably 
straightforward matter to sell the idea to 12 
worldwide circuit promoters, and then provide 
the CSI with a fait accompli as to how the 
World Championship of Makes should be run. 
To emsure the success of such a venture, it 
would be necessary for the manufacturers in- 
volved to form a powerful association in which, 
perhaps through legal contracts, each member 
had to guarantee entering every qualifying 
round. If a manufacturer contested the cham- 
pionship through a private organisation, it 
would have to be a stipulation that the name of 
the entrant was that of the manufacturer, in the 
same way that the Leyland Jaguars are entered 
by Leyland Cars although the cars are built and 
prepared by Broadspeed Engineering. 

For such an attractive World Championship 
of Makes restricted to one round per country, 
circuit promoters would have to be prepared to 
outlay a £50,000 start/prize fund, with the 
possible added proviso of entrants taking a 
percentage of the attendance money if the 
crowd was above a certain predetermined 
figure. 


Common basis 


The most difficult aspect of this whole sub- 
ject, as both the CSI and BPICA have proved, 
is to form a common basis for regulations 
governing a new World Championship of 
Makes. Set out in the table on the right are 
parts of a proposal for a championship submit- 
ted to the CSI by Ralph Broad and Keith 
Duckworth, two of this country’s most eminent 
engineers and designers. Their Special Produc- 
tion Car formula was designed to provide a 
spectacular form of endurance racing, with the 
prime factor of establishing regulations in which 
as many different makes as possible had a 
chance of winning outright. As Broad says, ‘“‘No 
one is interested in class wins.” As a matter of 
interest, the CSI never replied to this proposal, 
which was submitted two years ago. 


Ralph Broad is a firm believer that interna- 
tional motor racing needs a dictator to run it, on 
spectacular show business lines. However, to 
try to remedy the current mess in manufac- 
turers endurance racing, Ralph feels that a 
reciprocal arrangement between the circuit 
owners, promoters, manufacturers/entrants and 
drivers could be the answer, in that all the 
involved parties would be pledged to do what- 
ever they could to promote each qualifying 
round, and, in return, have a share of the gate 
money. Quite what happens in the event of a 
meeting showing a loss return is not quite so 
apparent. 

One can never expect endurance racing for 
manufacturers to capture the same popularity 
enjoyed by Formula 1 racing, but currently 
there is a dreadful gap between the two World 
Championships. If a new World Championship 
of Makes, encompassing the better parts of 
Groups 5 and 2 (perhaps on the lines proposed 
by Broad and Duckworth), came to fruition, 
then this may rectify the root cause of the 
problem. 

With plans afoot to reconstitute the Euro- 
pean Touring Car Championship on the lines of 
the tremendously successful British Group 14 
series, surely now is the time for the World 
Championship of Makes to be revamped on a 
more practical basis than the Group 5 regula- 
tions enforced at present. Even as a temporary 
solution, it may prove advantageous to adopt 
the Group 2 classification (with just a 2-litre 
sub-division) as the’ premier manufacturers’ 
category when the Group 1 European series 
gets under way... . 


The Duckworth/ 
Broad alternative 


a ¥. 


Keith Duckworth of Cosworth Engineering (above) 
and Ralph Broad of Broadspeed submitted the propos- 
al below to the CSI. 


DEFINITION 

Special production cars for which no minimum production number is 
required but which originate from cars recognised in Production 
Touring Car and Production Grand Touring Car categories. 
GENERAL SPECIFICATION 

Body/Chassis unit: Series production coachwork and/or chassis unit 
as well as the exterior coachwork dimensions must be retained without 
modification except as regard to the following: 

It is allowed to strengthen the body/chassis unit. To lighten all non- 
structural members and to modify the inner whee! arches and chassis 
side rails to facilitate the fitting of larger wheels and tyres but in no way 
must these modifications weaken the main structural member. 
Aerodynamic devices: 

These must be contained within the overal! width, height and length 
determined by the recognised body dimensions, excluding the wing 
extensions, with the exception of rear aerodynamic devices which may 
project beyond the rear of the recognised body shape by no more than 
30cms. Aerodynamic devices fitted to the front of the car must be 
mounted below the horizontal line determined by the centre of the front 
wheel hubs. No aerodynamic devices must be fitted to the rear which 
obstructs the rear window by more than 333% of the rear window 
vertical depth, ie if the vertical depth of the rear window is 30cms, the 
aerodynamic devico must be no higher than 10cms from the lower 
edge of the rear window measured In the vertical plain. 

Wing extensions: These will be permitted on condition they do not 
entail an increase of 7.5cms on the wing width of either side of the car. 
Minimum welght: 1100kgs. 

Engine: Cylinder Capacity Limits as follows: 6.0 litres, 2 valves per 
cylinder, pushrod operation; 5.5 litres, 2 valves per cylinder, free 
operation; 3.5 litres, 4 valves per cylinder, free operation; 2.0 litres, 
supercharged/turbocharged, 2 or 4 valves per cylinder, free operation. 

There ere no classes—all cars run on a scratch basis. The FIA 
reserves the right to amend the engine cylinder capacity limits after the 
first 12 months if it Is found that one capscity class has too great an 


je. 

The originai cylinder block recognised on the basic car must be used. 
The cylinder capacity Is free up to the above limits. This can be 
achieved by altering the bore or stroke or both. 

it is permitted to strengthen the cylinder block, provided the origin of 
the series production cylinder block may always be ascertained. 

The engine must remain in the original engine compartment. 

The engine must be capable of being started by on-board means. 
Wheels: Free but must be of the same diameter on all four wheels. 
Tyres: Free but maximum tread width must be no greater than 15ins. 
Brakes: Free. However, the braking system must be so conceived that 
the effect of the brake pedal is normally exerted on all four wheels. In 
case of a leakage, at some point In the piping or a fault in some part of 
the brake transmission, the action of the pedal must still be exerted on 
at least two wheels. 

Other mechanical components: Free. However, the drive wheels on 
the recognised basic mode! should remain the drive wheels. This 
implies that a four wheel drive transmission can only be used on a car 
80 designed at the origin. 

Suspension: Free. 

Steering: Free. 

Electrical & lighting system: Free, but lighting system must conform 
to the basic configuration of the recognised car regarding the external 
appearances. 
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The sleek, practical lines of the Scirocco GTI are a major attraction of this excellent vehicle. 


VW SCIROCCO GTI 


Outstanding! 


The extremely effective 1.6-litre VW fuel- 
injection engine has already appeared in my 
toad-test reports, powering the Audi 80 GTE 
and the VW Golf GTI. Now, it has been 
decided to import the Scirocco coupé, fitted 
with a similar power unit, hence the present 
test. 

Though the Scirocco has the same wheelbase 
as the Golf, it is 6ins longer and the roofline is 
4ins lower. Too many coupés are actually 
heavier than the less sporting saloons from 
which they are derived, but this VW is appre- 
ciably lighter, to the tune of more than half a 
hundredweight. This slight weight reduction, 
plus a smaller frontal area and a cleaner aerody- 
namic shape, must extract more performance 
from the 110bhp engine. 


Whereas the Golf is a roomy four-seater, the 
Scirocco has two very comfortable front seats 
and those at the rear are of the occasional 
variety. It is an outstandingly good-looking 
vehicle, especially so in the case of my test car, 
which was finished in an inconspicuous but very 
smart shade, which I would perhaps describe as 
gunmetal, though its official designation is 
platinum. The sloping rear window has a wiper 
and washer and opens to give access to the 
luggage boot, which can be greatly extended by 
folding the rear seat squab. 

The sturdy engine has a 5-bearing crankshaft 
and drives its overhead camshaft with a toothed 
belt. A Bosch K-Jetronic fuel-injection system 
is very neatly installed and accessibility for 
servicing is well arranged. The crankshaft 


Below: Attractive rear styling includes an integral tail spoiler and the large rear screen features wash/wipe 
facility as standard. Below, right: The sturdy 1588cc engine fits neatly under the bonnet. 


by John Bolster 


‘drives the primary shaft of the gearbox directly 


through the clutch, the engine and transmission 
unit being transversely mounted, with a for- 
ward inclination of 15 degrees. Final drive to 
the differential is by helical spur gears, with 
unequal-length driveshafts to the front hubs. 

Front suspension is of the usual VW-Audi 
outside-scrub geometry, with struts and lower 
wishbones plus an anti-roll torsion bar. Behind, 
the trailing dead axle doubles as a torsion bar, 
assisted by a separate anti-roll bar. The brakes 
have transverse circuits and ventilated front 
discs. 

Though the roof is quite low, the car is easy 
to enter. The seats are comfortable and give 
good lateral location, the driver having a clear 
view all round while the instruments are well- 
placed and easily legible. The controls are 
conveniently positioned, except the clutch 
pedal, which is at an unusual angle, so a’little 
practice is necessary before smooth departures 
are a certainty. 

The engine starts immediately from cold and 
idles slowly without stalling. Under all condi- 
tions, the fuel-injection provides the correct 
mixture and throttle response is instantaneous. 
This is in contrast to many cars which I have 
tested recently, for anti-pollution carburetter 
settings often cause flat-spots and hiccups. The 
unit is very flexible and outstandingly smooth, 
being quiet and refined during all normal driv- 
ing, in spite of its performance potential. 

Driven at its limit, the engine is really enjoy- 
ing itself as the needle enters the red sector of 
the dial, and would obviously spin much higher 
if prudence did not call a halt. It then emits a 
slightly harsher note but remains delightfully 
smooth. The gearchanges go through easily and 
rapidly, only reverse sometimes taking a little 
finding. 

There is no difficulty in making a rapid 
getaway and wheelspin is easily controlled. The 
0-60mph time of 8.2s is outstanding for a car of 
only 1.6-litre capacity, this range being possible 
with only one gearchange, without going too far 
into the red. At higher speeds, the acceleration 
is noticeably better than that of the Golf GTI, 
no doubt due to superior aerodynamics. A 
speedometer reading of 115mph (110mph true 
speed) can be attained remarkably frequently 
on give-and-take roads, and the timed maxi- 
mum of 114mph was recorded without a very 
long run before the measured stretch. 

Not so long ago, we thought that sports car 
handling could only be achieved with rear- 
wheel-drive. Recently, a new generation of 
front-wheel-drive cars has arrived, which are 
just as much fun to drive as their classical 
predecessors. The Scirocco is of their number, 
with neutral handling that can even be con- 
verted to tail-out cornering on occasion. There 
is virtually no roll, or so it seems from the 
driver’s seat, and the car has a sporting feel 
about it, just asking to be taken fast through the 
bends. 

The ride is quite firm at low speeds, but the 
suspension is not really hard and nobody would 
call the Scirocco uncomfortable. At the higher 
speeds, the machine remains notably level with 
no sharp up-and-down movements or pitching. 
In cornering power and handling, it reaches 
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competition-type standards, without the un- 
acceptable discomfort that such cars usually 
provide on the road. The brakes have a great 
reserve of power and although I had no oppor- 
tunity to test them in the mountains, they coped 
easily with all I could give them. 

The engine has a pleasant note and is quiet at 
high cruising speeds, while the transmission is 
virtually inaudible in all gears. Some road noise 
is heard on certain surfaces and sharp bumps 
produce a thump now and then, but this is not 
objectionable. The heater is effective and re- 
sponds rapidly to the controls; the ducts for 
cool breathing air are entirely separate, as 
should always be the case. 

Not only does the fuel-injection engine pro- 
vide high performance and flexibility, but it is 
also outstandingly economical. The hard driver 
can rely on obtaining 30mpg and gentler 
handling will be rewarded with a figure nearer 
to 35mpg; A truly efficient engine, light weight, 
and low wind resistance are responsible for 
these excellent results. 

At present, the Scirocco GTI is only available 
with left-hand drive, and modification would 
present formidable problems. Personally, I 
don’t mind sitting on the left, especially if the 
car is not too wide, but some people may feel 
more strongly about it. Lynx-eyed readers, who 
have noticed the letters GLI instead of GTI on 
the test car, may rest assured that the technical 
specification of both models is identical. Only 
the GTI will be sold in England, the letter L 
referring to differences in such things as interior 
trim only, for the German market. 

The Scirocco GTI is an outstanding small 
sports car of delightful appearance. It combines 
performance with economy to a remarkable 
degree and is sufficiently refined to appeal to 
the man who wants to go fast, but will not 
accept a choppy ride and a raucous engine as 
part of a ‘GT’ or ‘S’ package. If you need a full 
four-seater, the Golf GTI is your car, but if a 
2+2 will do and you like to be seen in a car of 
distinguished appearance, with performance to 
match, then the Scirocco GTI is worth the extra 
money every time. 


Specification and performance data 


Car tested: Volkswagen Scirocco GT! two-door 2+2 hatchback 
coupé, price £4638. Extras on test car—Vinyl roof with sliding 
panel and spotlights. 

Engine: Mounted transversely and inclined forward 15 degrees; 
four-cylinders 79.5x8Omm (1588cc); Compression ratio 9.5 to 1; 
110bhp DIN at 6100rpm; belt-driven overhead camshaft; Bosch K- 
Jetronc fuel injection; electronic ignition; oll radiator. 

Transmission: In-line with transverse engine, driving front 
wheels; single dry plate clutch; four-speed synchromesh gearbox 
with central remote control, ratios: 0.97, 1.37, 1.94, and 3.35 to 1; 
final drive by helical spur gears, ratio 3.7 to 1. 

Chassis: Combined steel body and chassis; MacPherson 
Independent front suspension with anti-roll bar; rack and pinion 
steering with outside scrub lus; trailing dead rear axie with 
beam in torsion, plus auxili -roll bar; servo-assisted dual- 
circult ventilated-disc/drum with rear limiting vaive; bolt-on 
light-alloy wheels, fitted 175/70 HR13 steel-braced radial-ply tyres. 

Equipment: 12-volt lighting and styling; speedometer; rev- 
counter; water-temperature, oll-temperature and fuel gauges; 
clock; heating, demisting and ventilation system, with heated rear 
window; two-speed and intermittent windscreen wiper and washer, 
plus rear window wash-wipe; flashing direction Indicators with 
hazard warning; reversing lights. 

Dimensions: Wheelbase, 7ft 10.5in; track, 4ft 7.3in; overall 
length, 12ft 7.7in; width, 5ft 4.6in; weight, 15cwt 36ib. 

Performance: Maximum speed, 114mph. Speeds in gears— 
third, 88mph; second, 6Omph; first, 33mph. Standing quarter- 
mile—16.5s. Acceleration—0O-30mph, 2.98; 0-5Omph, 6.18; O- 
60mph, 8.28; 0-8Omph, 15.18; 0-100mph, 28.8s. 

Fuel consumption: 30 to 36mpg. 
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Above: The Scirocco has a useful luggage area accessible through the high-lift tailgate. Below: The GTI is only 
available in left-hand-drive form at present but, like the rest of the car, the controls are well laid out. 


edited by Robin Bradford 


Getting in the club (Six hour 


An increase in membership from 35 to 
161 in just under one year is a proud 
boast—and one justly made by Stuart 
Glass, who became General Secretary 
of the Clubmans Register in October 
last year. His target membership of 160 
by the end of 1977 has been beaten with 
two months to go. 

Glass, who himself regularly raced 
his ‘A’ class car, the Pink Panther, until 
the end of last season (it is now driven 
by Peter Deal), is now embarking on an 
even more energetic membership drive 
through his own magazine, the Club- 
mans Register News, and through other 
motorsport media. Membership of the 
Register, he says, now gives better 
value for money than ever before with a 
number of ‘corporate identity symbols’ 
such as T-shirts, stickers and, of course, 
the magazine. 

One of Glass’s aims when he took 
over the Register was to consolidate the 
activities and feelings of clubmans dri- 
vers north and south and to bring the 
‘A’ and ‘B’ class drivers closer together. 


By proving that the Register from exist- 
ing clubmans drivers and, second, in 
the formula in general from the outside. 

The final of the Tricentrol champion- 
ship at Silverstone last Saturday—and a 
race the previous weekend at Cadwell 
Park—marked the return to the cate- 
gory of former champion Geoff Fris- 
well, who follows in the footsteps of 
Malcolm Jackson who returned mid- 
season. Others are likely to follow in- 
cluding, possibly, Nick Adams. 

One of his most important tools in 
improving the Register has, without 
doubt, been the News, the centre- 
spreads of which have brought a smile 
to the face of even the most irritated 
race organiser. A mixture of personal- 
ity pieces, photographs and technical 
news in the brightest and most profes- 
sional magazine produced by any ama- 
teur club has helped a great deal in 
making a ‘B’ class clubmans driver 
living in Land’s End feel much closer to 
an ‘A’ class chap living at the opposite 
end of the country. 


In order to keep the sport of Rallycross going at Snetterton this winter, West 
Suffolk MC and Sporting CC of Norfolk are themselves preparing the circuit and 
taking over all inter-meeting maintenance. This weekend saw 400 tons of chalk 
delivered to the track and much activity with digger and roller to ensure a smooth 
surface for the RAC Championship round there on October 16. Following 
TEAC’s split with the circuit, the only other Rallycross dates (all WSMC and 
SCCON organised) are on November 20 and February 19 and in March 1978. No 
“Winter Series’”’ as such will take place this season since the March date is 
scheduled for the possible BTRDA series. It is hoped that the hard work of this 
bunch of enthusiasts will be rewarded by strong competitor support on the new 


“smooth”’ track. 


Briefly ... 


@ Ralph Halley, the Scottish prod 
saloon driver, has had a Halda Trip- 
master (Serial No: 60679) stolen from 
his car when it was parked in the 
Paddock at Ingliston on September 18. 
As the vehicle in question was on loan 
to him, Halley is particularly keen to 
trace it for its owner. 

@ Joyco Engineering of Hayes, Midd- 
lesex, are to sponsor Derek Bowley’s 
Dulon MP17 Formula Ford car for the 
remainder of the season. Derek hasn’t 
raced for five years but returned to the 
tracks early this season with a Brabham 
BT28 in which he entered Formule 
Libre events. This season Bowley hopes 
to do a few selected FF1600 races 
before he decides which championship 
to contest next year. Joyco Engineering 
specialise in precision engineering and 
medical components. 
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@ The regular Silverstone Lady Mar- | 
shals “Dish of the Day’ last weekend ; 


was Hampshire Formula 3 driver Derek 
Warwick, who drove extremely well 


before being demoted to second place | 


on the last lap. 


Oulton Park a couple of weeks ago his 
engine was sealed by the RAC, stripped 
and found completely legal. 


@ Front runner after the British Radio 
Production Saloon race practice at 
Snetterton on Sunday, Pete Hall, ad- 
mitted that the ride height of his Opel 
Commodore didn’t seem to match the 
other Commodores. “I usually don’t 
feature so I haven’t bothered to change 
it’. Certainly the enforcement of these 
regulations made the Opels generally 
look worse handlers and the Mayfair 
car of Jock Robertson displayed “‘super 
legal’ height at the front and looked set 
for a Special Stage rally rather than a 
race. 


relay for — 
Donington 


The 7S0MC have assembled 24 teams of 
six cars each ta compete in their annual 
six-hour relay which takes place at 
Donington on Saturday for the first 
time this year owing to a resurfacing 
scheme at Silverstone in the next few 
weeks. Perhaps the most interesting 
team on paper is the ‘Exotics’ equipe 
which features Martin Morris (Alfa Ro- 
meo 33-3TT), John Beasley (ex-Keith 
St John McLaren M1), Bob Linwood 
(John Beasley’s Chevron B8) and Mark 
Rigg (Lamborghini). An additional 
driver for the Alfa Romeo may be its 
new owner, Stephen W. Griswold, 
from Berkeley, California. 

The Porsche Superstars team should 
also be worth watching with Charles 
Ivey and Tony Wingrove piloting a pair 
of Carreras while John Cooper drives a 
Turbo! Sadly, at the time of going to 
press, the Tricentrol clubmans team, 
which has won the event a number of 
times, has so far been refused an entry. 


The sting 
in the tail 


The Scorpion Racing Drivers School 
has decided to award a prize worth over 
£200 per calendar month: anyone who 
completes the Scorpion course will 
stand a chance of winning a free race in 
one of the team cars. Their star protegé 
at present is 23-year-old Marshall Pugh 
who came over from Majorca to do the 
full Scorpion course having read about 
it in AUTosport. Marshall G. Pugh (he 
insists on the G!) has already won 
himself some free outings in the works 
Scorpion cars and had his first public 
race last Sunday at Snetterton. Unfor- 
tunately he had a slight coming together 
with Scorpion team-mate Rob Titherley 
and fell to tenth place. He then drove 
superbly through the field to fifth and 
would have finished higher but for 


| another driver spinning in front of him, 


resulting in Marshall hitting the barriers 
very hard. His main problem now is to 
find the £350 insurance excess which 
will almost certainly curtail his activities 
this season. 


back to 
clubmans 


Coventry driver Geoff Friswell has fi- 
nally decided to quit FF2000 after a 
particularly unhappy season with 
Hawkes. Geoff races purely for the 
enjoyment and he felt that the standard 
of driving this year was far lower than 
last year and wasn’t prepared to: “‘low- 


er myself to their standards, especially 


when dicing for tenth place!” 

Geoff therefore returned the DL16, 
which he has run in the colours of R. E. 
Bates & Son (Shopfitters) of Leicester, 
to the factory and has now retaken 
possession of his famous 1975 Mallock 
U2 and intends returning exclusively to 
the world of Clubmans racing next 
year: “‘it’s fun, fast and fair!” Fris hada 
run in Tim Gath’s car a few weeks ago 
at Thruxton and set fastest lap, despite 
only completing two laps, and then 
took his own car to victory at Cadwell 
the other week before going to Silver- 
stone last Saturday for the final Tricen- 
trol round, which he also won! Bearing 
in mind that all that has been done to 
the car for 2 years is a quick strip and 
rebuild (the engine is as it was but will 
be rebulit over the winter by Brian 
Hart), he’s going pretty well. Watch out 
next year. 


Owner- : 
driver 


Twenty-one-year-old Paul Smith put up 
another good showing at Silverstone on 
Saturday in his Birmingham Motor 
Tyres Racing Royale RP24 and was 
well placed until the oil breather pipe 
fell adrift and liberally coated the rear 
of the car. Fearing serious damage to 
his Peter Harris engine, Paul resigned 
himself to non-starting at Donington 
Park the following day but then pro- 
cured the loan of Malcolm Richards’ 
ex-Sean Walker Royale-IWR RP21 and 
looked set for second place (behind the 
car’s original owner!) before a silly spin 
at Coppice relegated him to fourth. 
Paul commented on the motor’s lack of 
power and said: ‘‘I was having to throw 
the car sideways all round the track to 
keep pace...except at Redgate, 
| where the owner was watching!” 


Prod proble 


The moans and groans of the Produc- 
tion Sports Car competitors reached 
almost ridiculous levels last weekend 
and, at the centre of most of the ‘action’ 
was the long-time stalwart of Prod- 
sports, Chris Meek. There have been 
several protests bandied around over 


| the past few weeks regarding not only 
@ Following Philip Bullman’s win at | 


the legality of various cars, including 
Meek’s Kismet Europa, but also about 
the Yorkshireman’s driving tactics—an 
RAC tribunal is still due to be heard. It 
seems that the other competitors then 
became tired of Meek always question- 
ing the legality of their cars and regard- 
ed his whole attitude as unsporting and 
generally undesirable. 

Accordingly, they got together at 
Donington last Sunday and 16 of them 
refused to race if Meek was allowed to 
Start. ““We race only to enjoy it”, said 
one driver ‘‘and we don’t want the likes 
of him messing things up’’. Meek’s view 
is that several of the other cars are 
blatantly illegal (and some of the drivers 
will admit this) but the whole episode 


became distinctly unsavoury and some- 
thing needs to be done about it very 
soon indeed. 


A discussion between all concerned 
and Peter Browning of the BRSCC just 
prior to the race ended with Meek 
withdrawing Sunday’s protests against 
the legality of Rob Wells’ Morgan and 
Colin Blower’s TVR and promising to 
be a good boy, whereupon it was 
agreed that everyone would actually 
race! 


One hoped that that would be the 
end of it, but not at all! David Beams, 
who drives the ‘B’ class Ginetta G15 
very quickly, put in a protest immedi- 
ately after the race stating that the 
championship stickers on the winner’s 
(Meek’s!) car were too small! Appar- 
ently they were cut slightly so as to fit 
into the bodywork contours . . . what- 
ever, the protest was thrown out and 
the results of the race (yes, there was a 
race) were allowed to stand. Time, 
gentlemen, please! 


Mi sports extra 
Friswell 
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It was Bruce Coate-Bond who had his share of the problems in the Delta FF2000 
team this weekend at Snetterton. Bruce got the Patrick Head-designed car rather 
‘outashape’ at Russell and planted the Horseless Carriage Company’s motor car 
firmly in the bank. Here a rather relieved Coate-Bond discusses the list of excuses 
available when he faces the team manager. 


Briefly ... 


@ A recent addition to the eyecatching 
John Brown Wheels racing team dis- 
play in British paddocks is the beauti- 
fully turned out Ford Galaxie estate 
which is used as a tow vehicle for the 
racing cars. Spectators can hardly miss 
the 17ft 6in long station wagon with its 
6,750cc V8 engine and ‘Cruise-O- 
Matic’ transmission. Naturally enough, 
the car is equipped with all the custo- 
mising goodies which JBW import in- 
cluding Appliance wheels and sidepipes 
and a custom paintjob. 


@ Regs are now available for the 
Surrey Sporting MC Silver Sprint, to be 
held at Lydden on October 22. The 
event is being run as part of the Club’s 
25th anniversary celebrations and is the 
final round of both the ACSMC and 
ASEMC championships. Interested 
parties please contact Lawrence Cutler, 
‘Greenhills’, Tydcombe Road, 
Warlingham, Surrey. Tel: Upper 
Warlingham (08832) 3131. 


@ Hard-trying Formula Ford driver 
from Sheffield, John Village, had an 
unfortunate day at Silverstone last Sat- 
urday at the Finals meeting. Having 
just had his engine rebuilt, John was 
looking forward to a competitive run in 
his Alloy Steel and Iron Co Royale 
RP24 but, after setting fourth fastest 
lap in practice, the motor ran its bear- 
ings. A rapid practice rebuild saw him 
onto the grid but, following a good start 
that took him into third place, the same 
problem recurred and he retired. 


@ The BBC Driver of the Year com- 
petition has now reached its final stages 
which started at Cadwell Park, 
Lincolnshire yesterday (Wednesday). 
The first part of the finals are based on 
an ‘English Rally’ stage which presum- 
ably will be designed to whittle down 
the remaining aspirants to the title. 


@ Modsports race winner at Snetterton 
John Bury has sold his very successful 
Lotus Elan and is moving into Sports 
2000 for next season, having bought a 
new Lola. 


@ Norfolk Formula Fordster Glenn 
Eagling who, despite throwing away the 
non-championship race at Snetterton 
on Saturday, has had several wins this 
season with his 1976 Van Diemen hopes 
to finish the season on a winning note at 
Cadwell on October 16 before retiring 
(temporarily at least) from the sport. 
His drive at Cadwell on September 25 
after a spin netted him fastest lap which 
in fact equals Peter Harrington’s 1976 
record something which appeared to go 
un-noticed on the day. 
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@ Templar Tillers of High Wycombe, 
the company owned by super saloon 
stalwart Tony Hazlewood, have agreed 
to sponsor the annual Reliant 750F 
Ladies race at Snetterton on October 
23. Templar Tillers also sponsor the 
VWs of Colin Hawker and Mick Hill, 
Bill Cox’s massive Capri and the Group 
8 Chevron B30 now campaigned by 
Mike Wilds. In fact, it is hoped that 
Mike will be able to present the prizes 
to the lucky winners! 

@ Readers of our occasional Kickstart 
column would have enjoyed a hastily 
arranged demonstration during Sun- 
day’s AMOC meeting at Brands Hatch 
by eight times World Champion Phil 
Read and bike enthusiast Malcolm 
Clube. Read, an historic car racing fan 
who may one day be seen competing, 
was there just to watch until Clube 
pressed him into the demonstration 
run. While Clube circulated a Manx 
Norton TTS500 machine, Read purred 
round on a magnificent MV Agusta 
twin ohc 850 Boxer, one of the most 
exotic road bikes on the market, and 
reputedly the most expensive at £4,200. 
Read’s active interest in four-wheel 
racing dates back to a 1972 Formula 
Ford trial arranged by Ken Tyrrell, but 
a contract with the MV Agusta works 
team put paid to any car racing plans. 
Full report: Sportscard next week. 

@ With sponsorship from Archers of 
Shirley, Leyland dealers, 432MC are 
promoting the Fred Barnes Memorial 
Autocross on October 23 at Lapworth 
Lodge Farm, Hockley Heath, nr Soli- 
hull. Regs are now available from: 
Mike Whewell, 31 Solihull Road, Shir- 
ley, Solihull. 


@ Unlucky victim of the Classic Saloon 


Car Championship’s bursting popular- 
ity at Brands Hatch on Sunday was 
Martyn Marshall, younger brother of 
the burly Gerry. Marshall was entered 
to drive the Borgward Isabella which 
won last year’s championship in the 
hands of yet another Marshall, Miles, 
who is no relation. The unfortunate 
Martyn produced a practice time good 
enough for the front half of the grid 
but, as fifth reserve, he just missed 
getting a race. 


@ Quote from Howard Strawford, the 
Clerk of the Course at Castle Combe on 
“protest”? Saturday; “I really don’t 
know what I have doné to deserve 
this’. Still he was smiling at the end of 
another successful meeting. 


@ The latest edition of the British 
Circuit Doctor’s Review is now avail- 
able, free of charge, to anyone involved 
in the medical side of motor sport 
through the kindness of Geigy Pharma- 
ceuticals. Anyone requiring a copy 
should write to Dr Cecil Gibson, 1 The 
Green, Anstey, Leicester. 


The Lothian Car Club staged the final 
round of the RAC Hill Climb Cham- 
pionship on September 18, with good 
sponsorship from DAF Trucks: ~ 

Class 1 (up to 1300cc special saloons) 
developed into a needle match between 
Barrogil Angus and Jimmy Jack, both 
driving the latter’s 1-litre Imp. Barrogil 
broke the class record on his second run 
with a terrific 51.1s and Jimmy replied 
with a neat 51.0 to retrieve his class 
record. 

The over 1300cc special saloon sec- 
tion was a John Meredith benefit. With 
his 1428cc Mini he smashed his own 
class record by more than 0.5sec bring- 
ing it down to 50.48. Donnie McKillop 
recorded 55.8 to finish second. 

Norrie Galbraith took the Clubmans 
and Sports racing cars class, recording 
46.58 to equal his own class record, 
bring him up to second in the RAC 
Leaders championship and give him the 
Bank of Scotland Championship. Near- 
est man to Norrie was fellow Mallock 
driver Tom McMillan who managed a 
respectable 51.58. 

The over 1600cc Sports Racing class 
was sadly depleted by a rather nasty 
accident involving David Garnetts’ 
Chevron Alpina BMW. The Chevron 
finished up balanced on the edge of a 
drop with three bent corners and a 
severely wrinkled tub. David was shak- 
en and sustained a broken wrist. How- 
ever, Nick Seymour took the opportu- 
nity to take the class with a wild run in 
his Turbo Volnik in 48.84 with George 
Tatham a distant 2nd in his massive 7.2- 
litre McLaren. 

In the up to 1100cc Racing Cars 
section Alan Cox set a new class record 
with his first run on his first ever visit to 
Doune. He took the unusual Harrison 
up in 49.91 before going off at Junction 
on his second run and damaging the 
car. Les Jones really came good and 
tore up the hill in his Vixen to equal the 
new class record. 

Peter: Kaye continued his winning 
way in the up to 1600cc Racing Cars. 
The familiar red Pilbeamed Brabham 
BT35, running as if on rails, set yet 
another new record and took class hon- 
ours in 44.40, 0.08sec inside his pre- 
vious best. Jim Campbell took the John 
Young Brabham to a well deserved 
second place on 45.93, both drivers 
securing runs in the Top Ten. 

Roy Lane and Alistair Douglas- 
Osborn both finished on identical times 
in the unlimited racing cars Top Ten 
qualifying class. The March and the 
Pilbeam stopped the clock at 42.97 and 
Chris Cramer came back on form to 
finish third on 43.10. 

Class II for Pre-war Sports cars was 
excellent. James Stephen (Alvis Speed 
20) took the class in a roaring 65.4. 
Robin Johnston stoked up his 1500cc 
Riley Special to break the beam on 
66.5. Randal Stewart brought his pretty 
Lotus 11 to Doune for the first time and 
simply stormed up the hill in 58.2 to 
take the Historic Racing Cars class and 
establish a class record. John Abson 
irreplaceable Lagonda Rapier round in 
59.3 for secong in class. 

The more modern road saloons up to 
1000cc saw Ronnie Graham take the 
award home in 58.5 and establish a new 
class record. Harry Simpson took his 
Imp into 2nd place on 60.1. 

Mike Wakefield-Brand took his Esso 
Uniflo Cooper S to another class win in 
a very rapid 55.50 in the over 1000cc 
toad saloons. Bill Lord (RS2000) really 
had to go for it to take 2nd in 55.80 
whilst chasing Brand. Both times are 
new class records in their own sections, 
Brand’s for the 1001-1300cc Road Sa- 
loons and Lord’s for the over 1300cc 
road saloons amalgamated for the day. 

Ian Thomas took an easy win in the 
up to 1300cc road sports cars in 63.84 in 
his Midget, the similar car of Jim Irwin 


Lane on, ADO off 


b A 3 ‘te ‘ 
John Meredith—Leaders champion. 


finishing some 2sec adrift. Tom McMil- 
lan was fastest of the up to 1600cc road 
sports cars with a borrowed Lotus 7, 
setting a new class record with a second 
run in 55.50. A host of Morgans from 
across the border were lumped in with 
the up to 1600s. Fastest of these was 
Peter Garland with a beautiful run in 
53.19 on only his first visit to the hill. 
Fastest Jaguar in the class was John 
May’s lovely XK120 who stormed up in 
58.6. 

Jim Campbell led off the Top Ten 
runs recording 46.01 on a neat first 
climb and Richard Jones was next with 
his elderly Surtees He spoilt an other- 
wise good run with a silly mistake at the 
top Esses and recorded no time. Mal- 
colm Dungworth, driving the Waring 
and Gillow Pilbeam R22 now that the 
Brabham has been sold, got it a little bit 
twitchy out of the first corner but held it 
to cross the line in 45.19. 

The much under-powered Peter 
Kaye stormed off the line and, despite 
an uncharacteristically ragged run, 
stopped the clock at a superb 43.75 
while Martyn Griffiths (March 74P) 
recorded 43.05. The Dounemeister 
Mike MacDowell took his little 2-litre 
Ralt RT1 up in 43.58 while Rob Turn- 
bull had a very unhappy run plagued 
with clutch slip and recorded a slow 
56.24. Chris Cramer got the Grunhalle 
March organised and managed a neat 
43.20. As ADO left the line he looked 
set for a real stormer: the red Pilbeam- 
DFV simply screamed up the hill but, 
as he entered Oak Tree, there was 
silence. He drifted out too far, clouted 
the barriers on the inside with his off- 
side and rode along the wooden wall for 
quite a distance before coming to rest 
with a very badly bent motor car. What 
an end to the season for the RAC 
Hillclimb champion! 

Roy Lane seemed to get something 
extra from the long wait and he record- 
ed a seemingly unbeatable 42.85 in his 
Fenny Marine March 741. On the sec- 
ond runs Jim Campbell failed to im- 
prove but finished eighth. Richard 
Jones kept it on the island and finished 
seventh on 45.85. Dungworth could 
only stand and watch as Peter Kaye also 
failed to improve on his fifth place first 
run time. Griffiths was really trying as 
he took the blue March up into Oak 
Tree and out of sight and a few seconds 
later broke the beam at 42.88 for third. 
MacDowel failed to improve but Turn- 
bull (still with clutch slipping furiously) 
managed 47.38 for ninth. Cramer was 
flying and slid up the hill in 42.85 but 
Lane is not one to sit back and let his 
time be equalled so he stroked his 
March up in a staggering 42.70 for BTD 
and 10 more championship points. 


RAC Hill Climb Championship Final Positions: 
1, Alistair Douglas-Osborn, 87; 2, Martyn Griffiths, 
85; 3, Roy Lane, 79; 4, David Franklin, 67; 5, Chris 
Cramer, 64; 6, Mike MacDowel, 60; 7, Malcolm 
Dungworth, 50; 8, Rob Tumbull, 44; 9, Ken Mac- 
Master, 37; 10, Ted Williams, 22. 

RAC Leaders Championship Final Positions: 
1, John Meredith, 81; 2, Norrie Galbraith, 70; 3, 
David Gould, 69; 4, Duncan Welch, 65; 5, Russ 
Ward, 66; 6, Boshier Jones, 64; 7, Kim 
Johnston, 63; 8, Barry Brant, 60; 9, Josh Sadier, 58; 
10, Tom Hart, 57. 
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Lawler heads Mather as the latter makes a last ditch stand. 


Walker way at Aintree 


As a result of winning the special saloon 
race at last Saturday’s Aintree race 
meeting Derek Walker has become the 
1977 Aintree Circuit Club Champion. 
Despite the clashing Silverstone Finals 
meeting, the entry received for the 
Liverpool track’s last 1977 meeting was 
a good one and it was most unfortunate 
that the weather should have been rain 
and gale force winds. 

With his L&B Lola T462 on ‘soft- 
settings’, Irishman Alo Lawler was able 
to lead fellow front-row man Kim 
Mather (Dinorben Arms Chevron 
B35D) away at the start of the libre 
race. By the end of the first lap, how- 


ever, it was Mather in the premier 
position after Lawler had committed an 
indiscretion at the extremely slippery 
Club Corner. Mather then proceeded 
to lead for the next half-dozen laps until 
a moment at Bechers on his seventh 
tour allowed the closing Lola through 
into a lead its driver held successfully 
until the chequered flag, despite a 
strong last ditch effort from Mather. 
John Walker’s re-bodied Atlantic 
March 74B held station in third. 
throughout, well clear of the Mallocks 
of Andy Smith and Kenny Allen, who 
were split by John Lewis’s Chevron B34 
on the last lap. Ian Stronach’s race was 
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Formule Libre Race (15 laps): 1, Alo Lawler (2.0 Lola-Swindon T462 BOX), 14m 49.28, 99.59mph; 2, Kim 
Mather (2.0 Chevron-Rilchardson B35D BDG), 14m 49.63; 3, John Walker (1.6 March-Gardner 748/772 BDA), 
15m 42.08; 4, Andy Smith (1.6 Matlock Mk18B), 14 laps; 5, John Lewls (1.6 Chevron-Richardson B34 BDA), 
14 laps; 6, Kenny Allen (1.6 Matlock Mk17DD), 14 laps. Over 1600ce: 1, Lawler; 3, Mather; 3, Jim Baird (2.0 
Chevron 823). Festest lap: Mather, 56.68, 103.94mph. Up to 1600ce: 1, Walker, 94.01mph; 2, Smith; 3, 
Lewis. Fastest lap: Walker, 1m 01.63, 95.85mph. 

Modified Sporte Cars and Min! @50 Race (16 laps): 1, Ed Stephens (4.7 TVR Tuscan), 16m 56.08, 
87.16mph; 2, lan Higgins (1.6 Ginetta G4), 17m 19.28; 3, Steven Lightfoot (1.4 MG Midget), 17m 21.0s; 4, 
Ronnie Grice (1.4 AH Sprite), 17m 29.28. Over 2000ce: 1, Stephens. No other starters. Fastest lap: 
Stephens, 1m 04.28, 91.96mph. 1801-2000ce: 1, Higgins, 85.21 mph. Only finisher. Fastest lap: Higgins, 1m 
07.68, 87.34mph. 1181-1500ce: 1, Lightfoot, no speed given; 2, Grice; 3, Vivian West (1.3 MG Sprite Mk13). 
Fastest lap: Bill Higgins (1.4 Ginetta G4), 1m 07.6s, 87.34mph. Up to 1150ce: 1, Barrie Fernaly (818cc 
Honda S800), 17m 54.48, 73.46mph, 13 laps. No other starters. Fastest lap: Fernaly, 1m 18.48, 75.30mph. 
Min! 850 class: 1, John Wadsworth, 17m 54.48, 73.46mph, 13 laps; 2, John Willlams; 3, Mick Oldroyd. 
Fastest lap: Wadsworth, 1m 19.03, 74.23mph (record). 

Special Saloon Car Race (15 laps): 1, Derek Walker (1.8 Escort BDE), 15m 29.68, 95.26mph; 2, Terry 
King (1.6 Escort BDE), 14 laps; 3, Gerry Gough (1.3 Mini Clubman), 14 laps; 4, Colin Simpson (1.8 Escort), 14 
laps. Over 1300ce: 1, Walker; 2, King; 3, Simpson. Fastest lap: Walker, 1m 00.63, 97.43mph. 1001-1300ce: 
1, Gough, 88.10mph; 2, Norman Hinds (1.3 Mini Cooper). No other finishers. Fastest lap: Gough, 1m 05.4a, 
90.28mph. 851-1000ce: 1, Peter Jurgens (1.0 Austin A40 Mk2), no speed given; 2, Angus Young (1.0 Mini 
Ford); 3, Terry Carthy (1.0 Mini Carthy). Fastest lap: Jurgens, 1m 08.28, 85.57mph. Up to 850ce: 1, Keith 
Wilkinson (850 BLMC Cooper), 75.01mph, 12 laps; 2, Tony Jerams (850 Hiliman Super Imp). No other 
Starters. Fastest lap: Wilkinson, 1m 16.0s, 77.68mph. 

2-litre Sports Cars and Clubmans Formula Race (15 laps): 1, Richard Jenvey (2.0 Vogue SP2), 14m 
24.28, 102.47mph; 2, Laurence Jacobsen (2.0 Chevron B23), 14m 34.03; 3, Brian Robinson (2.0 Coldwell 
C14), 14m 51.48; 4, Ken Allen (1.6 Mallock Mk17DD), 14m 56.28. 2-litre Sports Care: 1, Jenvey; 2, 
Jacobson; 3, Robinson. Fastest lap: Jenvey, 56.2s, 105.05mph (record). Clubmane Claes A: 1, Allen, 
98.8imph; 2, Jim Stevenson (1.6 Matlock Mk17); 3, John Muirhead (1.6 Mallock Mk16). Fastest lap: Allen, 
58.88, 100.40mph. Clubmans Class B: 1, Malcolm Isaacs (1.6 Mallock Mk16B), 91.11mph, 14 laps; 2, Steve 
Miller (1.6 Mallock Mk11B); 3, Richard Morgan (1.6 Mallock Mk11/1 4). Fastest lap: lsaacs, 1m 03.48, 
93.12mph (record). 

Formula Ford 1600 Race (15 laps): 1, Nigel Gough (Van Diemen-Scholar RF77), 16m 07.08, 91.58mph; 2, 
Tim Knight (Merlyn-Scholar Mk11A/20AY, 18m 08.8s; 3, Stuart Lawson (Hawke-Scholar DL18), 16m 09.83; 4, 
Richard Peacock (Royale-Minister RP21), 16m 19.28; 5, Bernard Hunter (Van Diemen-Scholar RF77), 156m 
20.08; 6, Rick Whyman (Royale-Scholar RP24), 16m 23.88. Fastest lap: Lawson and Gough, 1m 03.48, 
93.12mph. 


Lane’s record spins 


The Curborough sprint course record 
has fallen again. New holder is Roy 
Lane, who took the Fenny Marine 
March round on his last run in 30.36s to 
clip the minutest fraction off David 
Franklin’s recent record. The event was 
the MAC sprint last Sunday when 
about 90 cars took part in an event in 
which showers of rain interspersed with 
sunshine made conditions tricky. 

Lane spun the March four times 
without touching the grass during a 
practice stint and then lost it again on 
the first run when he did slip on to the 
grass. He set the record in far from 
ideal conditions, for the track was still 
moist in places. With Messrs Griffiths 
and Turnbull present—but without 
their big machinery—they shared the 
driving of Griffiths’ Rover saloon and 
Turnbull put the new owner to shame 
by just over 1sec. Neither featured in 
their class which went to Marcel Jun- 
od’s Alfa GTV. 
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Herbert Shepherd (E Type Jaguar) 
took his class by 0.6sec from Robert 
Hall in the Elan and, in the battle of the 
U2’s, Jim Robinson came out in front 
of Peter Blankstone by 0.3sec. The 
racing cars up to 1100cc went to Eryl 
Davies (March 73D) who headed the 
bunch of ten by 2secs with the incredi- 
ble kart engined-Motus of Ray Rowan 
second. After Alan Clennell had sewn 
up the 1600cc single seater class John 
Ravenscroft took the Token into first 
place in the unlimited class just over 
Isec slower than his previous record 
time of 30.5. 


BTD: R. Lane (March), 30.368. 

Class winners: C. Milner (Capri), 41.078; M. 
Brown (MGB), 43.238; M. Ridley (Morgan + 8), 
39.408; M. Junod (Alfa Romeo GTV), 40.68s; R. 
Ames (imp), 37.498; H. Shepherd (Jaguar E Type), 
39.628; M. Overton (Marcos), 36.638; M. Lock (TVR 
Tuscan), 37.00s; J. Robinson (Maliock U2), 34.658; 
E. Davies (March 73D), 35.408; A. Clennell (GRD), 
32.938; J. Ravenscroft (Token), 31.528. 


soon run, when the likely leading con- 
tender’s McRae started to contract 
gear-linkage and clutch problems. 

Aintree newcomer John Fyda (Agra 
Engineering Lotus Elan) had led the 
modsports field for almost 2 laps when 
a piston blew, leaving Ed Stephens’s 
TVR Tuscan with a healthy lead, which 
the driver improved upon as he raced 
towards an unchallenged victory. Be- 
hind, however, the race for second spot 
was the feature of this somewhat boring 
race. This battle was finally resolved in 
favour of Ian Higgins’s Ginetta G4 
from the smaller engined Spridgets of 
Steven Lightfoot and Ronnie Grice re- 
spectively. Bill Higgins(Ian’s brother) 
had fought his way to fhe front of this 
dice in his Ginetta only to spin at 
Country almost immediately after- 
wards, while Viv West lost touch, but 
still finished next up in her ‘MG Sprite 
Mk1%’. The concurrently run Mini 850 
class was won easily by John Wads- 
worth’s clean example. 

Terry King’s Oldham Motor Com- 
pany Escort made the be&t start to lead 
the special saloon field away, but a very 
determined Derek Walker (1.8 Escort 
BDE) was soon past and on his way to a 
tremendous victory. The Cheshire driv- 
er actually managed to lap the second- 
placed King before the end in a superb 
drive that was to clinch the Aintree 
Trophy for him. Behind King in third 
place, and after a ‘one-handed’ practice 
when the car kept jumping out of gear 
was Gerry Gough’s class-winning Ply- 
grange Thermowall Mini. Colin Simp- 
son’s rumbling Agra Escort was fourth 
throughout, while Peter Jurgens’s Aus- 
tin A40 Mk2 finished next up after Phil 
Barak’s Escort-Jaguar coasted to a halt 
on the last lap. Jurgens was an easy 
class winner as was Keith Wilkinson 
(850 Mini Cooper). 

The unique race for 2-litre sports cars 
and clubmans cars had a unique begin- 
ning while the start was delayed for 
mechanics to check the cars for a miss- 
ing brake disc found out on the circuit. 
Luckily, no one had lost one and Laur- 
ence Jacobsen’s Cuthbertson’s Dairies 
ex-Jorge de Bagration Chevron B23 led 
the field away as the sun came out 
briefly. At the end of the second lap, 
though, Richard Jenvey had put his 
Vogue SP2 into a commanding position 
at the head of the field from Jacobsen, 
Brian Robinson (Coldwell C14) and a 
poor starting Richard Philp (ex- 
McLaren Chevron B26). While Jenvey 
made his lead secure, Philp started to 
make progress which was sadly halted 
after two-thirds distance when a drive- 
shaft snapped just as he was about to 
snatch second place. Five laps later 
Jenvey ran home the winner from Ja- 
cobsen, Robinson, Kenny Allen’s rapid 
Mallock Mk17, Bob Marsland’s ex- 
works development Chevron B36 and 
Peter McNaughton’s ex-Richard Sims 
Chevron B23. Whereas Allen won the 
‘A’ class clubmans with ease, Malcolm 
Isaacs was forced to set a new record to 
stay ahead of Steve Miller’s older Mal- 
lock in the ‘B’ class. 

The closing race of the afternoon, for 
Formula Fords, was an uncharacteristi- 
cally tame affair. Although the pole- 
position Lola T342 of Thornton Mus- 
tard led for the first 100 yards or so, 
Canadian Nigel Gough was soon 
through into a lead he held until the 
close with his smartly-presented Van 
Diemen RF77. Tim Knight was a con- 
stant second in his Merlyn 
MkIIA/20A—surely one of the most 
consistently fast Merlyns racing in 
FF1600—and Stuart Lawson was an 
equally constant third in his Edinburgh 
Flying Services Hawke DL19. Welsh- 
man Richard Peacock won the tussle 
for fourth spot in his Dinorben Arms 
Royale from the Van Diemen RF77 of 
Bernard Hunter and the Weatherseal 
Royale of Rick Whyman, while Mus- 
tard finally finished seventh. 


MARK SCANLON 


edited by Robin Bradford 


Three roll 
autocross 


With two rolls in practice, plus a spec- 
tacular one during the second run there 
was plenty of action at the Sunderland 
club’s round of The Journa/ANECCC’ 
Autocross Championship which 
reached the penultimate stage last Sun- 
day. In spite of all the problems at the 
Durham Fuel Suppliers-sponsored 
event Dominic Buckley had moved into 
a three point lead on the championship 
by the end of the day from Trevor Olds 
with Gordon Leeming still third. 


In Class I it was again a battle be- 
tween Stuart Kellett (Mini) and the 
now securely wheeled Saab of Gordon 
McCombie but the margin was 35secs in 
favour of Kellett. A similar gap was 
opened up by David Maxwell at the 
head of Class II where his Cooper beat 
the Imp of John Young. Things were 
much closer in the next class, however, 
where Harry Horn (1450 Mini) and 
Leeming (1300 Hornet) were only 1sec 
apart. For once Olds was not on the 
pace and ended up with a best aggre- 
gate some 3secs too slow. 

In the up to 1500cc class for conven- 
tioral cars Jim Blythe replaced a 
snapped half shaft in his Escort and 
went on to beat Gavin Collyer’s Elan by 
just 0.4sec and. there was an equally 
good tussle in the over 1500cc class 
where Brian Sangster (3.0 Anglia) 
pipped Peter Muirhead (TVR Vixen) 
by exactly the same margin. Sharing 
The Journal Avenger, Ian Winter beat 
Alan Conley by more than lIsec and 
BTD went almost inevitably to Buckley 
(Escort) who headed the 46 entries by 
9secs. 

BTD: D. Buckley (Escort), 3m 15.6s. 

Class winners: S. Kellett (Mini), 3m 50.08; D. 
Maxwell (Cooper), 3m 34.68; H. Horne (Mini), 3m 


24.88; J. Blythe (Escort), 3m 37.88; B. Sangster 
(Anglia), 3m 33.0s; |. Winter (Avenger), 3m 39.4s. 


Taylor keeps 
Parker trophy 


Although they suffered a fractured oil 
pipe and were lucky to be able to repair 
it during a relaxed section, John Taylor 
and Bob Rutherford (2.0 Avenger) 
from Weston-super-Mare teamed up 
again to retain the John Parker memo- 
rial Trophy at their own club’s fifth 
running of the event last week end. 
Over a 140-mile route which involved 
five selectives over and around the 
Mendips they took the lead almost from 
the start and won by almost 8mins. 

Second overall were Ian Giles and 
Tom Green (Dolomite Sprint) who 
started in second spot to the flying 
Taylor who set fastest time on all five 
selectives but dropped to fourth before 
they found the necessary urge to get 
back into second. Ian Short and Roger 
Hunt (RS 1800) were third but shortly 
after halfway they put a wheel into a 
ditch and were firmly entrenched for 
the rest of the night. 

While Giles and Green were deciding 
to wander up and down the top four Pat 
Coleman and Mike Gray (RS2000) 
took a spell at second but they dropped 
back in the second half and were finally 
fourth behind Rod Eyles and Tony 
Brown (Cooper S). 

1, J. Taylor/B. Rutherford (Avenger), 25m 10s; 2, |. 
Glles/T. Green (Dolomite Sprint), 32m 53s; 3, R. 
Eyles/T. Brown (Cooper S), 36m 7s; 4, P. Cole- 
man/M. Gray (RS2000), 37m 16s; 5, K. Wanklyn/J. 
Waters (RS1800), 37m 55s; 6, C. Young/C. Hoult 
(RS1700), 45m 15s. Semi-experte: Martin Chap- 
man/Brian Jones (Mexico), 61m 33s. Novices: John 
Baggage/Mike Wicks (Cooper S), 66m 51s. 
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No light 
task at 
Uckfield 


Bob Light took BTD at a poorly sup- 
ported Sussex CC autocross near Uck- 
field, last Sunday, but it was no easy 
win for Colin Ayres thundered round in 
his Aquarius special and was only 
0.1see slower. In spite of the shortage 
of entries there were a couple of good 
scraps on the classes. Norman Pescod 
and G. Bushell were only 0.1sec apart 
in their Escort battle and T. Mason 
(Mini) pipped Tom Law by 0.5sec in 
the day’s biggest class which attracted 


10 starters. 

BTD: B. Light (Scorpio), 1m 30.88. 

Class winners: P. Grant (Mini), 1m 32.58; N. 
Pescod (Escort), 1m 36.88; B. Hoare (imp), 1m 
47.68; T. Mason (Mini), 1m 32.98; M. Collins (Es- 
cort), 1m 34.48; A. Feaver (Sprite), 1m 44.88; P. 
Grant (Mini), 1m 31.18; C. Ayres (Aquarius), 1m 
31.0s; B. Draper (Mini), 1m 40.4s. Ladies: Mrs V. 
Ayres (Aquarius), 1m 32.5s. 


Parker cleans up 


A spell of dry weather proved almost 
fatal last Sunday to the Winchester & 
District MC’s round of the RAC Pro- 
duction Car Trial Championship and 
winner Barry Parker (Mini) from Liver- 
pool cleaned every one of the 10 sec- 
tions which were tackled three times. 

With 45 starters in the usual classes 
the Uniflo Whaddon Worgle was again 
held at Whaddons Farm and, with the 
lack of moisture, the organisers had 
great difficulty in setting out sections 
which would be severe enough. 

Geoff Spencer (Cooper), Parker’s 
main adversary, dropped a single mark 
on the seventh hill first time round and 
that put paid to him while Ray and Gail 
Warrington could not be separated 
from joint second in the class on 3pts in 
their 1275 GT. 

Roger Bricknell, heir apparent to the 
RAC title, had a fine tussle in his 
Anglia Estate with Stephen Courts 
(Skoda). Courts led initially but 


dropped five on the third hill second 


Leslie’s tidy double 


The NSCC journeyed once again to 
Croft on Sunday to hold the last of their 
1977 race meetings with final rounds of 
the club championships. Some categor- 
ies of racing had less than full grids, 
possibly due to clashing meetings or 
previous maladies but the Formula 
Ford race was oversubscribed and a 
non-championship event was last on the 
bill to give them all a second run. 

Modsports and MGAs combined was 
the first event in the programme and 
Fred Cliffe took his E-type into an early 
lead from pole position only to choose a 
strange line at the chicane on the first 
lap promptly letting John Kirk (Dav- 
rian) and Derek Palmer (Elan) through 
before he collected it all together. Fred 


soon gobbled up the Elan and set off in 
pursuit of the Davrian but even oil 
smoke from the little engine did not 
slow Kirk up enough and the E-type 
was one second adrift at the flag, with 
Palmer some way back in third. With 
these three taking the honours in 
classes A, C and D it was left to Ian 
Knowles to win class B and take fourth 
overall, a result which was calculated to 
give the Sprite driver the Dick Proth- 
eroe championship. The usual gaggle of 
assorted MGAs fought out various bat- 
tles, from which Roy McCarthy 
emerged the victor in his roadster. 
Gordon Reid in a Toyota Celica was a 
lonely prodsaloon but gave great fun to 
the crowd at the chicane. 


Class B winner Martin Pearson (Datsun Cherry). 


\ =. 


MGHCUFTE GARAGE 


Modsports and MGAs (12 laps): Overall: 1, John Kirk (1.1 Davrian Mk5), 15m 16.28, 82.51mph; 2, Fred 


Cliffe (4.3 Jaguar E), 15m 17.2s; 3, Derek Palmer (1.6 Elan), 15m 27.48; 4, lan Knowles (1.3 A-H Sprite), 15m 
$3.68. Up to 1160cc: 1, Kirk, 82.51mph. No other finishers. Fastest lap: Kirk, 1m 14.6s, 84.45mph. 1151- 


S, 


1500ce: 1, Knowles, 76.08mph; 2, Dave Abram (1.3 Midget), 11 laps; 3, Ron Harper (1.1 Spitfire), 11 laps. 


Fastest lap: Knowles, 1m 20.48, 78.36mph. 1601-2000ce: 1, Palmer, 81.51mph. No other finishers. Fastest 


lap: Palmer 1m 15.88, 83.11mph. Over 2000ce: 1, Cliffe, 82.42mph. No other finishers. Fastest Lap: Clitfe, 


im 14.4, 84.68mph. Production Saloon: 1, Gordon Reid (Toyota Celica), 11 laps. MGA Register: 1, Roy 


MeCarthy (1.6 Roadster), 69.90mph; 2, Mick Walker (1.6 MGA); 3, John Halton (1.6 Twin Cam). Fastest lap: 


McCarthy, 1m 27.08, 72.41mph. 


Formula Ford 1600 Champlonship Race (12 leps): 1, David Leslie (Royele-Scholar RP24), 14m 54.4s, 
84.52mph; 2, Tony Barley (Royale-Titan RP21), 15m 09.83; 3, Richard Peacock (Royale-Minister RP21), 15m 
10.28; 4, Cameron Binnie (Royale-Minister RP21), 15m 12.08; 5, Dave Manners (Hawke-Scholar DL19), 15m 


17.08; 6, Philip Tingle (Hawke-Scholar DL15), 15m 17.6s. Fastest lap: Leslie 1m 13.2, 86.07mph. 
Formule Libre and Clubmans (12 laps): Overall: 1, Robert Rollo (2.0 March 75B), 13m 24.28, 94.00mph; 


2, Warren Booth (2.0 Scott P1), 18m 34.6s; 3, Brian Robinson (1.6 Coldwell), 13m 56.8s; 4, Andy Smith 
(Matiock Mk18), 13m 57.0s. Libre: 1, Rollo, 94.00mph; 2, Booth; 3, Robinson; 4, John Walker (1.6 March 


722P). Fastest lap: Rollo and Booth, 1m 05.6s, 96.04mph. Clubmans Class A: 1, Smith, 90.32mph; 3, 
Kenny Allen (Mallock Mk17); 3, Paul Gibson (Mallock Mk18B). Fastest lap: lan McCullough (Mallock Mk18B), 


1m 07.4, 93.47mph. 
Clubmans Clase B: No starters. 


Special Saloons (12 laps): Overall: 1, Norman Hodgson (2.0 Skoda $110R), 14m 13.48, 88.58mph; 3, Bill 


Dryden (2.5 Firenza), 14m 24.48; 3, Terry King (1.8 Escort), 11 laps; 4, Malcolm Stevens (5.7 Boss Falcon), 11 
laps. Fastest lap: Hodgson, 1m 10.0s, 90.00mph. 1001-1300ce: 1, Martin Pearson (1.3 Datsun Cherry), 


77.95mph. No other finishers. Fastest lap: Pearson, 1m 18.88, 79.95mph. Up to 1000ce: 1, Keith Hardy (1.0 


Imp), 76.62mph; 2, W. G. Thompson (1.0 Imp); 3, Charles Munro (1.0 Imp). No other finishers. Fastest lap: 


Hardy and Thompson, 1m 20.2s, 78.55mph. 


Formula Ford 1600 Race Two (12 laps): 1, Leslie, 14m 50.6s, 84.88mph; 2, Barley, 15m 06.2s; 3, Stuart 
Lawson (Hawke-Scholar DL19), 15m 06.8s; 4, Manners, 15m 07.0s; 5, George Franchitti (Hawke-Minister 


DL15), 15m 07.68; 6, Philip Tingle, 15m 07.6s. Fastest lap: Leslie, 1m 13.0s, 86.30mph. 
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time round and Bricknell nipped 
through to win the class on 6 marks, 
one better than the Midlander. Mal- 
colm Brown had a good day with his 
Sprite. He took the sports car class with 
only two marks dropped and left Jim 
Loveday (Midget) behind to the extent 
of nine marks, the biggest class winning 
margin. 

David Carr (Imp), led the 15 strong 
contingent of such cars for the first 10 
hills and then Cliff Morrell decided to 
go ahead by a single mark and he held 
this advantage for the rest of the day. 
This pair finished well ahead of Colin 
Bartlett. Mike Stephens was refused an 
entry with his modified Mexico but 
turned up with his Porsche. In the 
chunky tyres division Alan Foster’s VW 
made mincemeat of the opposition. 


Overall: B. Parker (Mini), O marks lost. 

Class winners: G. Spencer (Cooper), 1 mark; R. 
Bricknell (Anglia Est), 6 marks; M. Brown (Sprite), 2 
marks; C. Morrell (Imp), 14 marks; M. Hazlewood 
(Dellow), 14 marks; A. Foster (VW), 14 marks. 
Novice: Jeff Benton (VW), 48 marks. 


The usual Croft FF1600 regulars 
were joined by some less familiar faces 
for their race and, in pole position, 
David Leslie in the Royale RP24 
looked good with Stuart Lawson 
(Hawke DL19) and Tony Barley 
(Royale RP21) alongside him. So it 
proved with these three making the 
running in the early laps until Lawson 
went missing (eventually finishing last); 
John Simpson (Royale RP21) then 
challenged Leslie but dropped to an 
eventual seventh, leaving Leslie to win 
from Barley and Richard Peacock 
(Royale RP21) with Cameron Binnie 
(RP21) making it a Royale 1, 2,3, 4. 

Event 3 was the race most clubs, for 
some reason, put at the end of the 
programme but this Libre and Club- 
mans race did lack some of the regulars 
especially in the Libre class. Bob Rollo 
very nearly did not take up his pole 
position as his March 75B expired on 
the warm-up lap and was towed round 
by the Clerk of the Course when all the 
rest were in position. However, some 
quick pit work and an extra lap saw the 
March going and at the head of the grid 
and, as the flag fell, he pulled away into 
a lead never to be lost. Ian McCullough 
was in second place overall and Club- 
mans leader in his Mallock Mk18B until 
demoted to third by the Scott P1 of 
Warren Booth on lap four; Ian lasted in 
third until back-axle failure sidelined 
him on the ninth lap, leaving Andy 
Smith in a similar car to win the Club- 
mans class. 

Completing the championship races 
was the final special saloon round in 
which Bill Dryden just kept his Firenza 
in sight of Norman Hodgson’s Skoda, 
as the latter won by 11secs. Terry King 
ran a lonely third throughout in his 
Escort while Malcolm Stevens made an 
appalling start in the Boss Falcon and 
had to climb over lots of Imps and 
things to finish fourth, a reasonable 
reward for a hard drive and after some 
rotten luck the rest of the season. Fifth 
overall and winner of class B was the 
Datsun Cherry of Martin Pearson. 
Among the Imps in class A Malcolm 
Bell sheared a drive coupling on the 
line, the rest scrapped furiously with 
Keith Hardy just ahead of W. G. 
Thompson and Charles Munro, 2.2secs 
covering them at the flag. 

A non-championship FF race com- 
pleted the day and Leslie stormed away 
to win as he pleased again setting fastest 
lap. Again Barley came second at the 
head of a very close bunch of cars, his 
Royale having the assorted Hawkes of 
Lawson, Manners, Franchitti and Tin- 
gle within 1.5secs at the finish. Strange- 
ly enough this race was faster by nearly 
4secs than the championship event ear- 


lier on. 
PAUL BOOTHROYD 


Briefly... 


@ The RAC and BTRDA Autotest 
Championship reached a new low when 
only a dozen cars turned up at the Rhyl 
& District MC’s round at Prestatyn last 
Sunday. Dick Squire (Sprite) and Steve 
Stringer (Lotus 7) diced for the lead 
initially but this contest was over on the 
sixth of the 12 tests when Stringer 
clobbered a pylon and left Squire to 


take overall victory by 17secs, 
TD: D. Squire (Sprite), 561.0s. 
vias winners: S. Stringer (Lotus 7), 577.68; D. 
Everett (Mini), 676.48; J. Larkin (Clubman GT), 
581.6s. 


@ Olly Hollamby (Crosslé) spun away 
the lead—and a likely win—in the most 
recent European West Zone Formula 
Super Vee round at Zandvoort on Sun- 
day. He found some unexpected water 
on the back of the circuit and spun 
down to ninth, before recovering to 
third. Mike Catlow finished fourth. 


@ Despite a spin on his first official 
run, David Render in the ex-JPS Lotus 
76 got within 1.1secs of the course 
record at RAF Upwood on September 
11. He was virtually unchallenged for 
BTD at the sprint organised by Cam- 
bridge CC, as after his first run upset, 
he began to reduce his times to ap- 
proach the record for the 1.1 mile 
course set at 42.8s last month by Dave 
Harris in his F5000 McRae. 


@ The Journal/ANECCC Autocross 
Championship final takes place this 
week end. In the overall series Dominic 
Buckley has a total of 70pts, Trevor 
Olds has 67pts and Gordon Leeming is 
third with 64pts. In the classes the 


following are the leading contenders: 
Classe |: S. Kellett, 6Opts; G. McCombie, 57. Class 
ll: S. Matthewson, 63; J. Young, 37. Claes ill: T. 
Olds, 60pts; G. Leeming; 52. Class IV: J. Blythe, 63: 
G. Collyer, 57. Class V: B. Sangster, 58; Ri. Philip- 
son, 50. Claes Vi: A. Conley, 63; R. Stockle, 47. 
Class Vil: D. Buckley, 63, Mrs E. Eagleton, 45. 


@ Last weekend’s Redditch Stages Ral- 
ly sponsored by Esso was won by John 
Vicker and A. Lockley (RS2000), 
Fords taking the first six places. On the 
15 stage event covering about 40 miles 
of competition they finished with penal- 
ties of 2113secs to beat Andy Stokes 
(brother of David) and R. Cebula by 
45secs. The event was held mainly in 
Warwickshire and Oxfordshire. 

1, J. Vicker/A. Lockley (RS2000), 2113secs; 2, A. 
Stokes/R. Cebula (Escort), 2158secs; 3, M. Lin- 
ford/Mrs L. Linford (RS2000), 2161secs; 4, B. 
Lioyd/J. Thompson (RS1800), 2178secs; 5, M. 
Madge/A. Madge (Escort), 2248secs; 6, J. Davies/G. 
Hyde-Fynn (RS2000), 2257secs. 

Class winners: D. Prosser/Mrs V. Prosser 
(Cooper S), 2367secs; N. Webber/P. James (Es- 
cort), 2356secs. 


@ Many hundreds of spectators lined 
the promenade in Bognor Regis on 
September 25 to watch the ‘“Motor- 
sport” autotest organised by Bognor 
Regis MC. BTD went to Terry Arm- 
strong from Brighton in his Mini who 
had a comfortable 5.6secs advantage 
over the second placed man who was 
Roger Fripp from Eastbourne in an- 
other Mini. Third man was Nigel Sibbr- 
ing of Central Sussex MC in yet another 
Mini. 


@ Final round of the Benelux FF2000 
Championship at Zandvoort on Satur- 
day was won by Desiré Wilson, driving 
her rebuilt F&S Properties Crosslé Ti- 
tan. Desiré, who was caught out by the 
starter, lost her front row grid advan- 
tage and had to pass Michel Bleekemo- 
len before pulling out to win by 6secs. 
Bleekemolen was second from Arthur 
Van Dedem and Huub Vermeulen all 
in Crosslé 33Fs, while De Salvi dropped 
right back after selecting the wrong 
tyres which, however, had no effect on 


his Benelux championship win. 

Benelux FF2000 Championship positions: 1, 
Ross De Giaxa De Salvi; 2, Michel Bleekemolen; 3, 
Desiré Wilson. 
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ee sportscard 
Protest spoils Final 


The final eight race BRSCC (SW) 
championship meeting at a cold and 
blustery Castle Combe on Saturday 
featured some entertaining racing 
marred by protests. The star of the day 
was undoubtedly Bill Shepherd whose 
Crosslé 30F ‘won’ the Centre’s FF 
championship round before a protest 
handed victory and the championship 
to David Wheeler. 

The penultimate round of the Dun- 
lop ‘Star of Tomorrow’ Formula Ford 
championship, without Willy Ribbs, 
featured a tremendous tussle between 
the two Crosslé 30Fs of Jeremy Plun- 
kett and Bill Shepherd. Having chased 
Plunkett throughout, Shepherd took 
the lead at Old Paddock on the last lap 
only to be ousted at Tower by Plunkett 
who won by a length. Following a spin 
by Leon Walger at Quarry on lap two, 
Terry Blanchet’s Royale RP21 climbed 
dramatically into third while another’ 
moment by Walger dropped his Crosslé 
30F to fifth behind Robert Higgins’s 
Titan Mk6. 

The final round of the BRSCC (SW) 
Special Saloon Car Championship (up 
to 1-litre) was led from flag to flag by 
Brian Prebble (1.0 Hartwell Imp) with 
Reg Ward (850 Mini) taking an easy 
second, the 850 class and the champion- 
ship overall. Alan Cooper (1.0 Imp) 
pulled away from novice Trevor Gibbs 
(1.0 Imp) while behind a tenacious 
battle raged with Graham Myers lead- 
ing Viv Wallace, Bob Hemmings and 
Mike Vanstone. The two 1-litre Minis 
of Wallace and Hemmings got to the 
head and pulled away with Hemmings 
getting the verdict on the last lap as 
Vanstone’s Imp briefly passed the simi- 
lar car of Myers but then dropped 
behind after a ‘moment’. 

Peter Mann’s B Type ERA, from a 
push start after the rest of the grid had 
departed, headed the Pre-War Vintage 
race from Christopher Mann’s Alfa Ro- 
meo Monza with Philip Venables’ MG 
L Type Special a lapped third in this 
processional race. 

Another sensational race for the Mini 
1000 Challenge Trophy saw Phil Spurl- 
ing just hold off Paul Gaymer with Rick 
Cutting spinning away third and leaving 
Mike Curnow adrift in that place just in 
front of Mike Fry. Spurling retired at 
half distance, then Fry had a sideways 
moment at Old Paddock so Curnow, in 
Peter Richman’s car latched on to 
Gaymer on lap 7. Fry recovered well to 
make it a trio up front on the next lap 
with Curnow leading at Tower but 
being passed by Gaymer before Camp 
and then Fry and Gaymer touched at 
Quarry sending Gaymer spinning. Fry 
demoted Curnow at Old Paddock on 
the last lap to take a good win by half a 
length with a furious and protesting 
Gaymer taking third by inches from 
Derek May. Colin Bigmore was a lone- 
ly fifth in front of Chris Dobson who 
drove energetically from the back of the 
field to finish just in front of Colin 
Beckwith. 

A dramatic final BRSCC (SW) 
Formula Ford championship race saw 
David Wheeler on pole, chasing the 
points total of John Peters who had a 
practice mishap putting him in the fifth 
row. David Wheeler made a demon 
start to lead Mike Wallaker, Paul 
Wootten, John Peters, Cliff Webb and 
Mike Taylor. Having crashed during 
practice for this race Bill Shepherd 
started from the back of the grid but 
without a 10secs penalty. With Wheeler 
opening a gap Shepherd rocketed 
through the field to take a magnificent 
second but rain over the last two laps 
slowed Wheeler who then missed a gear 
at Old Paddock, handing the lead to 
Shepherd. But Wheeler knew that 
Shepherd should have been penalised 
10secs for missing the practice session 
so he protested. The protest was upheld 
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and Wheeler declared the winner—and 
the champion—because Peters’ ill han- 
dling Jomic dropped to 12th before he 
fought gallantly back into fifth. Shep- 
herd dropped to third in the results 
behind Wallaker’s Jomic and, with 
Wootten and Webb spinning, Mike 
Taylor’s Royale RP24 took a lonely 
fourth. 

The final round of the national 
BRSCC Modified Sports Car cham- 
pionship saw Jon Fletcher’s Elan take 
the lead from Tony Wingrove’s Porsche 
Carrera on lap two and hold it until the 
end and thus take the championship. 
Richard Gamble’s 4.5 Jaguar E Type 
did well to power into second with 
Wingrove third from a lonely Max 
Payne. The main interest in the race 
was the dice for fifth and the 1151 to 
1500cc class. On the last lap, having 


shadowed him throughout, steven 
Roberts’ Mini Marcos went round the 
outside of Geoff Weeks’ Midget to win 
by a bumper. 

The second special saloon event for 
over 1-litre cars was led, as expected, 
by Vince Woodman’s beautiful 3.4 Co- 
logne Capri. In second placé was’ the 
other VMW entry of Jonathan Bun- 
combe, the Access TT Group 1 class 
winning Capri going splendidly holding 
off John Morgan’s Jaguar Mk1. A tre- 
mendous dice for fourth and the 1001 to 
1300cc class honours saw Tony Wil- 
liams’ Jaguar just hold off class winner 
Chris Clarke (Mini) with John Routley 
being demoted for having a push start 
on the grid. 

The Formule Libre race saw John 
Bowtell’s 1.6 March 74B hounded for 
three laps by Geoff Williams’ very 
quick Lotus 22/59. Williams slowed and 
eventually stopped with a misfire hand- 
ing second to Roger Orgee’s FF2000 


Elden. 
COLIN MASTERMAN 


Local special saloon star Vince Woodman leads teammate Jonathan Buncombe. 


Dunlop ‘Star of Tomorrow’ Formula Ford Championship race (15 laps): 1, Jeremy Plunkett (Crossi6- 
Rowland 30F), 17m 46.68, 93.16mph; 2, Billi Shepherd (Crosslé-Minister 30F), 17m 46.88; 3, Terry Blanchet 
(Royale-Minister P21), 18m 29.08; 4, Robert Higgins (Titan-Higgins Mk6), 18m 33.2s; 5, Leon Walger 
(Crossié-Minister 30F), 18m 34.48; 6, David Minty (Van Diemen-RF 74/75), 18m 36.4s. Fastest lap: Plunkett, 
1m 10.08, 94.63mph. 

BRSCC (SW) Special Saloon Car Champtonship race (up to 1000cc), (10 laps) overall: 1, Brian Prebble 
(1.0 Hartwell Imp), 12m 42.69, 86.84mph; 2, Reg Ward (850 Wardspeed Minl), 12m 53.28; 3, Alan Cooper (1.0 
Hillman imp), 13m 07.48; 4, Trevor Gibbs (1.0 Hillman Imp), 13m 10.28. 851 to 1000cc: 1, Prebble; 2, Cooper; 
3, Gibbs. Fastest lap: Prebble, 1m 14.08, 89.51mph. Up to 850ce: 1, Ward, 85.67mph; 2, John Heathcock 
(Mini); 3, David Miller (Mini). Fastest lap: Ward, 1m 16.0s, 87.16mph. 

Pre-War Vintage car race (10 laps): 1, Peter Mann (ERA B Type), 14m 16.08, 77.38mph; 2, Christopher 
Mann (Alfa Romeo Monza), 14m 33.8s; 3, Philip Venables (MG L Type Special), 14m 48.28; 4, Anthony Dolton 
(Riley Special), 14m 54.48. Fastest lap: Peter Mann, 1m 22.48, 80.39mph (establishes record). 

Leyland Car Natlonal Min! 1000 Challenge race (10 laps): 1, Mike Fry, 13m 16.88, 83.13mph; 2, Miko 
Curnow, 13m 17.28; 3, Paul Gaymer, 13m 22.28; 4, Derek May, 13m 22.6s; 5, Colin Bigmore, 13m 29.03; 6, 
Chris Dobson, 13m 33.2s. Fastest lap: Curnow, 1m 17.6s, 85.35mph. 

BRASCC (SW) Formula Ford Championship race (15 laps): 1, David Wheeler (Royale-Harris AP21A), 
17m 48.838, 93.26mph; 2, Mike Wallaker (Jomic-Wallaker Mk2A), 17m 52.68; 3, Bill Shepherd (Crossié- 
Minister 30F), 17m 56.08; 4, Mike Taylor (Royale-Minlster RP24), 18m 01.68; 5, John Peters (Jomic-Staniey 
Mk2), 18m 03.88; 6, Chris Williams (Tiga-GGS FF77), 16m 13.2s. Fastest lap: Shepherd and Wallaker, 1m 
09.48, 95.45mph. 

BASCC Champlonship race for Modified Sports Cars (10 laps) overall: 1, Jon Fletcher (1.8 Lotus Elan), 
12m 03.68, 91.54mph; 2, Richard Gamble (4.5 Jaguar E Type), 12m 06.68; 3, Tony Wingrove (2.7 Porsche 
Carrera RS), 12m 14.08; 4, Max Payne (1.6 Lotus Elan), 12m 28.88. Over 2000cc: 1, Gambie no speed given; 
2, Wingrove; 3, Michael Fuller (3.0 Austin Healey). Fastest lap: Gamble, 1m 10.88, 93.56mph. 1501 to 
2000cc: 1, Fletcher; 2, Payne; only starters. Fastest lap: Fletcher, 1m 10.28, 94.36mph. 1151 to 1500ce: 
Steve Roberts (1.5 Mini Marcos Mk4), 12m 32.28, 88.06mph; 2, Geoff Weeks (1.4 MG Midget); 3, Steve Fray 
(1.3 MG Midget). Fastest lap: Roberts, 1m 12.88. 90.99mph. 

BRSCC (SW) Special Saloon Car Championship race (over 1000cc), (10 laps) overall and over 
2500ce: 1, Vince Woodman (3.4 Ford Capri), 11m 37.68, 94.95mph; 2, Jonathan Buncombe (3.0 Ford Capri), 
12m 02.88; 3, John Morgan (3.8 Jaguar Mk1), 12m 03.88; 4, Tony Williams (3.8 Jaguar Mk1), 12m 37.8s. 
Fastest lap: Woodman, 1m 07.48, 98.28mph. 1301 to 2500ce: 1, Geoff Janes (2.3 Vauxhall Firenza), 6 laps, 
51.75mph; only finisher. Fastest lap: Keith Beddoe (2.0 Ford Escort), 1m 17.0s, 86.03mph. 1001 to 1300cc: 
1, Chris Clarke (Mini), 12m 37.88, 87.41mph; 2, Malcolm Allen (Mini); 3, John Routley (Mini); Fastest lap: 
Allen, 1m 13.88, 89.76mph. 

Formule Libre (10 laps): 1, John Bowtell (1.6 March 748), 11m 07.48, 99.23mph; 2, Roger Orgee (2.0 
Elden Mk18), 11m 16.03; 3, Lorina Boughton (2.0 Sark), 11m 40.48; 4, Martin Longmore (1.6 Hawke DL11), 
12m 11.28. Fastest lap: Bowtel!, 1m 05.2s, 101.59mph. 


Sandy 


breeze a 
problem 


The scene is set on the promenade at 
Weston-super-Mare; the chilly sea 
breeze does nothing to subdue the hum 
of excitement as motor-home doors 
open to greet the grey dawn. The day 
will see the year’s final contest for the 
gleaming array of machinery which has 
traversed the country from Longridge 
in the north to Yeovilton in the south in 
search of RAC Sprint Championship 
points. 

On Saturday there is sand every- 
where. The first casualty is Alan Rich- 
ards who finds his throttle slides 
jammed shut after scrutineering. So its 
back on to the trailer for the Surtees 
and some hard thinking for the other 
drivers. The risk of sand damage to the 
internal workings of a full race engine is 
not one to be taken lightly, but the 
problem is most acute for those with 
fuel injection; the dangers of a throttle 
slide stuck open at top speed are acute 
where the run off area leaves little 
margin for error. 

The majority of single seater drivers 
without fuel injection decide to accept 
the risks as do the saloon and sports car 
drivers who mostly have the added 
protection of an air filter; but the top 
drivers prefer to postpone a decision in 
the hope that the wind will die down. It 
shows no sign of doing so and as the 
rules require a practice run before com- 
petition, a compromise is reached and 
the amazing collective practice run is 
born as Franklin, Render, Smith and 
Hinley pile into Harris’s road BMW to 
chase Riley’s similar car along the 
front, Harris’s driving being somewhat 
hampered by his companions’ efforts to 
put his crash hat on for him. So ends 
practice and the real business of the day 
begins as Brian Cotterell (Hillman Cali- 
fornian) comes to the line prepared to 
go all out to challenge Richard Ames 
(Chrysler Imp) who had been very 
quick all morning. With the sand on the 
course making driving conditions very 
difficult Cotterell came unstuck and 
clocked 57.73s. Ames took the class 
with his first run time of 17.21 ahead of 
Ian Sargent’s Cooper S with 18.06. 

In the class for special saloons over 
1600cc Brian Walker held off the oppo- 
sition in his Ehrwig Racing Escort turbo 
achieving a time of 16.25 in spite of 
having trouble putting the power down 
off the sandy start. 

The times were all above 16secs until, 
in Class 6, Peter Blankstone hurled the 
family 1598cc Mallock U2 along the 
track to clock up a very good 14.89 
which gave him the class and the satis- 
faction of achieving a better time than 
anyone in the bigger sports racers could 
manage. 

The wind still blew and out of 20 
hopefuls in the big single seater class 
only six ran leaving the field clear for 
Godfrey Crompton in his 5-litre Leda 
LT25 who won in 13.0. 

The championship run-off was con- 
tested by nine cars, most of whom were 
strangers to the top ten but who none 
the less well deserved their places. 
None of them could challenge Godfrey 
Crompton’s rather dishevelled Leda 
and the winner’s ten points and BTD 
went to him with the 12.96 time which 
he recorded on both runs. Second place 
went to John Hart (Brabham BT40) 
with 14.15 and Paul Edwards (Brabham 
BT38) took third place. 


BTD to Godfrey. 


Phoenix Park has never been a happy 
place for Irish Atlantic veteran Patsy 
McGarrity, but it all came right for the 
Belfastman when he took his Chevron 
B39 to victory in the John Player Tro- 
phy feature race on September 18. The 
Irish Motor Racing Club organised the 
two day’s road racing, with sponsorship 
from Player & Wills (Ireland) Ltd., 
Trish Shell Ltd., Irish Dunlop Ltd. and 
Ford of Ireland. Champion also threw 
in some bonus bread for the bigger 
races. 

Formula Atlantic brought out a 16- 
car entry for the John Player Trophy, 
over 40 laps of the 1.98 miles Hawthorn 
Circuit, the reduced sponsorship money 
this year forcing the IMRC to revert to 
the shorter Park circuit as last used 
back in °61. Atlantic pace setters in 
practice were Chevron drivers Patsy 
McGarrity (B39) and John Pollock 
(B29), at 1m 08.0s each; and on 1:08.4 
each were March men John Smith (722) 
and Eddie Jordan (74B) and Des Don- 
elly in a Modus M3. Pat Woods walked 
away unscathed from the wreckage of 
his B25, Derek Shortall blew the engine 
of his B29 and John Ledlie damaged his 
B29. Des Donnelly also had an off 
which damaged a rear corner of the 
Gerry Kinnane Modus M3, but, after a 
hectic drive Northwards to meet a car 
with the required replacement bits, Des 
returned just in time. 

The first lap order was McGarrity, 
Pollock, Donnelly, Jordan, Bill Gowdy 
and Harold McGarrity (in two more 
Chevrons); and already missing was 
Smith in the old but still very quick 
March 722. Harold McGarrity was out 
after seven laps, after spinning at the 
Phoenix Monument corner, and Mike 
Nugent retired his Modus M3 on lap 22. 
The battle for the lead was breathtak- 
ing, with the first four very close in- 
deed, and on lap 10, Pollock went in 
front, taking both McGarrity and Don- 
nelly. It was Donnelly’s turn to lead on 
laps 10 and 11, and Pollock fell back to 
third on lap 11-but on lap 12 he was 
back in front to lead until lap 31. Going 
into the end of lap 32, Pollock got the 
Kinnane Chevron B29 all crossed up at 
the Phoenix Monument corner and 
crawled into the pits to retire with all 
the bodywork virtually adrift. Eddie 
Jordan’s drive ended at exactly the 
same time, the Marlboro March had 
been slowed by a broken manifold and 
his hard earned third position vanished 
when he lost all gears, probably as a 
result of a broken clutch. 

Patsy McGarrity was not only back in 
the lead but well clear of Donnelly, who 
had dropped back with his engine off 
song, but suddenly the engine of the 
Modus got back on all four cylinders. 
Amazingly the fastest of all was little 
Bill Gowdy who really turned up the 
wick of his Chevron B25 to set 1:08.2. 
Obviously Gowdy was closing on Don- 
nelly and the engine of the Modus 
Started mis-firing again as Gowdy 
powered into second spot. McGarrity 
had 7.6secs on Gowdy at the flag, but 
there was further drama for Donnelly 
as his engine spluttered towards the 
finish and he was almost pipped on the 
line by Richard Parsons, the gap only 
0.2sec and Parsons too had a misfire in 
the engine of his Chevron B20. The 
Brabham pair of Tom O’Leary and 
Paddy Heron completed the field. 

On the Saturday, England’s Graham 
Miles won both the Dunlop Hawthorn 
Trophy races in his Manitou-LE 3.0 
BMW Si chased home in the prod- 
saloons and Group 1 races by Frank 
O’Rourke in a 2.8 Opel Commodore 
Coupe GS/E and by John Hynes in the 
second, hired Manitou-LE Bee-Em. 
O’Rourke ran out of Brakes in G1 
when leading Miles, and in the same 
race Hynes was strongly challenged by 
Reg Tuthill in a Mk 1 RS2000, which 
performance won for him the ‘Ford Star 
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McGarrity’s day—at last 


of the Meeting’. Saturday’s Formula 
Ford heats were won by Crosslé 32F 
driver Jay Pollock and Mick Roe in the 
Derek McMahon Van Diemen; and a 
ShellSport Clubmans/Vee race was won 
by David Manley in a U2 Mk. 11B from 
the absolutely flying Tim Flynn in the 
little Scarab Vee. 

Sunday’s racing opened with a Shell- 
Sport Formula Ford race, for non- 
qualifiers, won by Arnie Black in a 
Crosslé 25F. David Dunn’s superb La- 
gonda easily won the pre-war historic 
race and, in the post-war historic race, 
sponsored by Players Gold Leaf and 
ShellSport, respectively, Ian Tittering- 
ton’s Maserati 300S blew off the Jaguar 


ningham again leading the 1.3 Minis in 
third place. Mike Nugent’s Lotus Elan 
was too quick for the 1.3 MG Midgets 
in the ShellSport modsport race, and 
after dicing with the Lotus Europa of 
John McCullough, Harold Hagan took 
the Midget division from Liam Plower 
and Morgan Dempsey, with Johnny 
Butler coming in a good fourth, and the 
Europa retired. 

The expected dice in the ShellSport 
Formula Ford final did not materialise, 
and it was a Crosslé 1-2-3-4 in the order 
Trevor Templeton, Vivian Candy, Jay 
Pollock and Mike Phillips, followed by 
Joey Greenan (Royale RP24) and Bri- 
an Lennox (Hawke DL19). Leader Roe 
retired his Van Diemen with a blown 
engine, after six laps; and a spin 
dropped Pollock to third, although he 


recovered to come within 0.8secs of 


D-Type of one ‘Jasper’. David Hall’s Candy’s 30F at the finish. 


1.3 Imp ran away from the 1.0 Imp of 
Basil Dagge in the Dunlop Hawthorn 
mod-saloons race, with Fintan Cun 


BRIAN FOLEY 
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Oh, they do have. fun in Irela e: Trevor Templeton () faces the right way 
while others discuss the options. Below: Bertie Law’s Magnum points the wrong way 
after being punted off. 
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Dunlop Hawthorn Production Saloons (12 laps): 1, Graham Miles (3.0 BMW Si), 17m 50.4s., 79.91 mph; 
2, Frank O'Rourke (2.8 Opel Commodore Coupe GS/E), 18m 05.6s; 3, John Hynes (3.0 BMW. Si), 18m 19.48; 
4, Laurence Davidson (Ford Capri 3000), 18m 32.88; 5, Ray Moore (2.8 Opel Commodore Coupe GS/E), 18m 
34.28; 6, Phil Sparks (Mazda RX2), 18m 36.83; Fastest lap: Miles, 1m 27.4s, 81.55mph. Class winners: 
Miles; Maurice Hassard (Mazda RX3); Derek Shortall (Audi 80 GTE). 

Shel!Sport Formula Ford, Heat 1 (7 laps): 1, Jay Pollock (Crossié 32F), 9m 20.4s, 89.03mph; 2, Jackie 
Davidson Jnr. (Crossié 30F), 9m 36.48; 3, Trevor Templeton (Crossié 32F), 9m 43.0s; 4, Gary Gibson 
(Crossié 32F), 9m 49.28; 5, Colin Lees (Crossié 32F), 9m 49.6s; 6, Noel Lennon (Crossié 20F), 9m 52.8s. 
Fastest lap: Pollock, 1m 18.68, 96.08mph. 

Dunlop Hawthorn Group 1 Saloons (12 laps): 1, Graham Miles (3.0 BMW Si), 17m 32.6s, 81.26mph; 2, 
Frank O'Rourke (2.8 Opel Commodore Coupe GS/E), 17m 46.88; 3, John Hynes (3.0 BMW Si), 18m 07.08s; 
4, Reg Tuthill (Ford Escort RS2000 Mk.1), 18m 10.48; 5, Joey Greenan (BMW 2002Tii), 11 laps; 6, Russel! 
Connell (Ford Capri 3000GT), 11 laps. Fastest lap: O'Rourke, 1m 24.6s, 84.25mph. 

ShellSport Formula Ford, Heat 2 (7 laps): 1, Michae! Roe (Van Diemen RF77), 9m 21.28, 88.91mph; 2, 
Vivian Candy (Crossié 30F), 9m 22.4s; 3, Joey Greenan (Royale RP24), 9m 23.2s; 4, Brian Lennox (Hawke 
DL19), 9m 29.48; 5, Mike Philllps (Crossié 30F), 9m 35.88; 6, Dave Griffin (Royale RP21), 9m 35.8s. Fastest 
lap: Greenan, 1m 19.0s, 90.22mph. 

ShellSport Clubmans Formula Vee (10 laps): 1, Dave Manley (U2 Mk. 11B), 14m 06.4s, 84.22mph; 2, 
Tim Flynn (F. Vee Scarab), 14m 07.6s; 3, Richie Conroy (Gryphon C73/4), 14m 39.2s; 4, Mark Goddard (F. 
Vee McNamara), 14m 55.68; 5, Ned Dickenson (1.6 Sheane-VW), 9 laps; 6, lvan Sheane (1.6 Sheane-VW), 9 
laps. Fastest lap: Manley and Flynn, 1m 23.8s, 85.05mph. 

Shelleport Formula Ford consolation (12 taps): 1, Arnie Black (Crossié 25F), 16m 40.2s, 85.52mph; 2, P. 
Moore (Royale RP21), 17m 04.8s; 3, Maurice Dunne (Lotus 61), 17m 05.68; 4, Mick Dillon (Crosslé 25F), 17m 
13.88; 5, Cyril Lynch (Titan), 18m 02.5s; 6, Bruce Dean (Hawke DL12), 11 laps. Fastest lap: Black, 1m 20.8s, 
88.21mph. } 5 

Gold Leaf Trophy Pre-war Historics (18 laps): 1, David Dunn (Lagonda LG45R), 31m 46.6s, 67.29mph; 
2, Allan Shattock (BMW 319), 33m 04.4s; 3, Bill Burton (1932 Aston Martin), 17 laps; 4, Tony Colley (Frazer- 
Nash TT Replica), 16 laps; 5, Bill McDonagh (1936 Riley Spl.), 16 laps; 6, Kevin Healy (1935 Aston Martin), 16 
laps. Fastest lap: Glyn Giusti (1939 MG-TB), 1m 35.6s, 74.56mph. Handicap: 1, A. Shattock; 2, W. 
McDonagh; 3, D. Dunn. 

Dunlop Modified Saloons (15 laps): 1, David Hall (1.3 Imp), 21m 01.2s, 84.78mph; 2, Basil Dagge (1.0 
Imp), 21m 11.6s; 3, Fintan Cunningham (1.3 Mini), 21m 17.28; 4, Mick Dillon (1.3 Mini), 22m 14.68; 5, Alan 
Lucas (1.3 Mini), 14 laps; 6, Dan Rooney (1.0 Imp), 13 laps. Fastest lap: Hall, 1m 22.4s, 86.50mph. Class 
winners: Hall & Dagge. ; 

ShellSport Modsports (15 flaps): 1, Mike Nugent (1.8 Lotus Elan), 21m 00.0s, 84.86mph; 2, Harold Hagan 
(1.3 MG Midget), 21m 17.88; 3, Liam Plower (1.3 MG Midget), 21m 28.8s; 4, Morgan Dempsey (1.3 MG 
Midget), 22m 05.2s; 5, Brian Tulte (1.3 MG Midget), 22m 12.6s; 6, Johnny Butler (1.3 MG Midget), 22m 33.6s. 
Fastest lap: Nugent, 1m 21.28, 87.78mph. Class winners: Nugent & Hagan. 

ShetiSport Post-wer Historics (18 laps): 1, lan Titterington (Maserati 300S), 29m 43.0s, 71.96mph; 2, 
“Jasper” (Jaguar D-Type), 30m 32.6s; 3, Alistair Naylor (MG-TC), 17-laps; 4, John McShannon (MG-TF), 16 
laps; 5, Paul McNaughton (MG-TC), 14 laps. Fastest lap: Titterington, 1m 31.6s, 77.81mph. 

John Player Trophy Formula Atlantic (40 laps): 1, Patsy McGarrity (Chevron B39), 46m 28.2s, 
102.26mph; 2, Bill Gowdy (Chevron B25), 46m 35.88; 3, Des Donnelly (Modus M3), 47m 18.6s; 4, Richard 
Parsons (Chevron B20), 47m 18.88; 5, Tom O'Leary (Brabham BT40), 38 laps; 6, Paddy Heron (Brabham 
BT30), 38 laps. Fastest lap: Gowdy, 1m 08.2s, 104.51mph. 

SheliSport Trophy Formula Ford Final (15 laps): 1, Trevor Templeton (Crossié 32F), 19m 45.8s, 
90.17mph; 2, Vivian Candy (Crossié 30F), 19m 47.0s; 3, Jay Pollock (Crossié 32F), 19m 47.88; 4, Mike 
Phillips (Crossié 30F), 19m 55.68; 5, Joey Greenan (Royale RP24), 20m 01.6s; 6, Brian Lennox (Hawke 
DL19), 20m 12.4s. Fastest lap: Pollock, 1m 17.2s, 92.33mph. 
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Bloxham up 
front again 


John Bloxham and Richard Harper 
scored their second win in this year’s 
Motoring News Rally championship last 
weekend when they won the rain- 
soaked Bolton Midnight rally on terri- 
tory in the North West. 

Driving their Fiat 131 they scored 
their second win in successive weekends 
after a trouble-free event throughout 
the 79 time controls which comprised 
the demanding route. They dropped 
29m 17s to beat Mick Briant and Dave 
Kirkham (RS2000) by 2m 3s, Briant 
now taking the lead in _ the 
championship. 

As the result of a protest which was 
initially upheld but which was later 
withdrawn completely the results are 
only provisional as the majority of com- 
petitors had left for home while the 
protracted discussions took place. 

It was not a good night for several of 
the championship contenders. John 
Beecroft and John Millington retired 
their Escort with no oil at two thirds 
distance while Peter Wagstaffe and 
David Starr who led initially had gear- 
box problems with their RS1700 but 
struggled on with only third gear to 
finish third. Bob Bean who was well up 
among the leaders with Nigel Raeburn 
in the Escort were put out when a 
halfshaft gave up in the last quarter of 
the event. 

Provisional results: 1, J. Bloxham/R. Harper 
(Fiat 131), 29m 17s; 2, M. Briant/D. Kirkham 
(RS2000), 31m 20s; 3, P. Wagstaffe/D. Starr 
(RS1700), 31m 58s; 4, |. Harrison/P. Ainsworth 
(Opel), 35m 118; 5, T. Cowell/R. Palmer (RS2000), 


40m 43s; 6, Auker/Smithson, 46m 00s. 
Novices: English/English (Escort), 72m 48s. 


Hathaway 
ahead twice 


Winning two classes and taking a spe- 
cial cash prize in an eliminator, Graham 
Hathaway had a successful day with his 
two Escorts at the West Suffolk MC 
autocross last Sunday. His best time of 
2m 38.5s came with the smaller of the 
two Fords and in the bigger-engined car 
he had to work hard to keep Laurie 
Manifold at bay in his Porsche. 

In the small Mini class Phil Jackman 
took his third win in the three meetings 
run by WSMC and this gave him the 
club autocross championship. The oth- 
er two Mini classes fell to Ian Thomson 
and Mick Lungley without too much 
bother and after Hathaway’s brace of . 
wins Rod Turner put his Voodoo into 
first place among the specials beating 
Norman Bradshaw (Bradbilt) by 5secs. 
In the final class Robin Wilkinson (Es- 
cort), beat a slightly smaller engined 
Escort driven by Hilary Howlet by 
Ssecs. 

BTD: G, Hathaway (Escort), 2m 38.5s. 

Claes winners: P. Jackman (Mini), 2m 58.5s; |. 
Thomson (Minl), 2m 47.98; M. Lungley (Mini), 2m 
49.48; P. Robinson (Escort), 2m 46.2s; G. Hathaway 
(Escort), 2m 42.28; R. Turner (Voodoo), 2m 50.78; 


A. Wilkinson (Escort), 2m 50.2s. Ladies: Julie 
Fuzzons (Minl). 3m 20.7s. 


@ Eight British drivers travelled to the 
French Rallycross Championship round 
at D’Usseau/Chatellerault on Septem- 
ber 25 to find a very rough circuit, some 
corners with potholes three or four feet 
deep. Most successful was Ron Doug- 
las, who finished third in class behind 
the Alpine V6 of Jean Ragnotti with 
Trevor Hopkins (7th), Mick Bird (8th), 
Colin Richards (9th) and John Greasley 
(11th) the other successful drivers. Un- 
fortunately Mick Bird totalled his im- 
maculate TR7 after being launched off 
the rough track, over a bank and rolling 
two or three times. 
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Hill tops Collier 


Mick Hill scored an unchallenged vic- 
tory in the Motorcraft Trophy Super- 


loon feature at Mondello Park on Sep- - 


tember 3, his 5-litre VW Beetle-Chevvy 
V8 proving far superior to the 2-litre 
Escort-BDG’s of Doug Niven and 
Wally Robertson and Arthur Collier’s 
5-litre Skoda-Chewvy. Arthur Collier 
should have been able to challenge Hill, 
the Irishman holding the Mondello 
saloon record at 60.2secs since 1975, 
but he has not been racing much in the 
past two years, is running on two year 
old tyres, recently got married, and has 
his eyes on Sports 2000. 

On the aggregate results of two 10- 
lap heats, the Escort duet of Niven and 
Robertson finished in that order behind 
Hill and in front of Collier. Star per- 
former of the whole meeting was un- 
doubtedly David Hall, who kept right 
up there with the big boys in his amaz- 
ing 1.3 Imp, pulverising the 1300 class 
record in the process. He set a fantastic 
new class record of 1:3 in both heats, 
beaten only by Hill (1:2.4) and Robert- 
son (1:2.8). 

Mick Hill took four laps to gain the 
lead in the first heat and he went on to 
beat Niven’s Border Reivers Escort Mk 
1 by 2secs, with Collier and Robertson 
in the smart RS2000-type Escort follow- 
ing in close formation and Hall’s Imp 
only 0.8sec down on Robertson. It was 
Hill all the way in heat 2, Niven held 
second throughout and Robertson got 
past a slowing Collier to finish third, 
which he might have made second had 
Niven been more generous in giving the 
faster Robertson more passing opportu- 
nities. As it was the two Escorts were 
credited with the same time as Niven 
just got the verdict for second on the 
line, and Collier only held off Hall’s 
diminutive Imp by 0.2sec. 

Irish Atlantic racing continues to pro- 
vide great action this season, and, al- 
though the results might show a 
McGarrity 1-2 domination, this was in 
fact Patsy’s first win at Mondello since 
June. For two laps pole man Mike 
Nugent led in his Modus M3 and on his 
retirement the two McGarrity Chev- 
rons headed the field, Patsy leading in 
his B39 and Harold keeping pace with 
his B27. Eddie Jordan held down third 
in the Marlboro March 74B, but all eyes 
were on the dice between Des Donnelly 
(Modus M3) and Derek Shortall (Chev- 
ron B29). No way could Shortall find a 
way past Donnelly, until the inevitable 
happened on lap 13. Shortall tried the 
inside line on the man in front; Donnel- 


ly held the road as Shortall inched 
through on the exit of Shell, the two 
cars touched, the Vista Chevron hop- 
ping into the air to land a rear wheel on 
the nose cone of the Modus. Donnelly 
promptly retired but Shortall continued 
with a broken radius arm and a dented 
tub, to set fastest lap of 55.8secs on his 
next lap and close dramatically on third 
man Jordan, but his laps trying to pass 
Donnelly provided Jordan with suffi- 
cient cushion to give him third by 
2.6secs. 

Trevor Templeton and Ken Acheson 
were the Formula Ford heat winners in 
their Crosslé 32Fs, but Acheson spun at 
Esso on the opening lap of the final and 
Templeton retired after ramming the 
leader. Joey Greenan immediately took 
over to lead in the Martin Donnelly 
Royale RP24, and Vivian Candy 
(Crosslé 30F) took Mick Roe’s Mon- 
dello School Royale RP21i to close on 
Greenan. After spinning at Duckhams 
in the Royale, which he was driving in 
place of his usual Van Diemen which 
had suffered practice troubles, Roe re- 
tired on lap 10. Candy challenged 
Greenan all the way, and might just 
have made it but for a slight slip at 
Shell; at the flag it was Greenan frac- 
tionally in front, both given the same 
time. Brendan McKenna posted his 
best placing to date, third in his 30F and 
well in front of Arnie Black’s 25F, with 
Acheson fighting back to finish fifth 
ahead of P. J. Fallon in a 30F. 

David Hall performed his customary 
runaway modsaloons act, Fintan Cun- 
ningham’s well prepared 1.3 Mini just 
being no match for the Imp. The Group 
1 class, run with the 1300 racers, was 
won by Frank O’Rourke, and Derek 
Shortall in an Audi 80GTE beat Russell 
Connell’s Ford Capri 3000GT on the 
line for second. However, Connell pro- 
tested that Shortall baulked him, and 
rather strangely the stewards upheld 
the protest. In the earlier prodsaloons 
race, won by O’Rourke in his Opel 
Commodore Coupe GS/E, Connell 
beat Shortall into fourth place by just 
0.2sec, 

Morgan Dempsey and Harold Hagan 
had another close dice in the modsports 
race, in which Dempsey pulled away to 
win by 2.4secs and the third place battle 
went to Brian Tuite from Liam Plower 
in another close finish. Matt Walshe 
from Surrey and Shay Lawless retired 
in the Vee race, won by Ned Dickenson 
from Mick Merrigan and Ed Rynhart, 
all in Irish-built Sheane-VW’s. 


BRIAN FOLEY 
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Motorcraft Trophy Superioone (aggregate 2 x 10 laps heats): 1, Mick Hill (5.0 VW Beetle-Chev), 21m 
20.48, 69.73mph; 2, Doug Niven (2.0 Ford Escort-BDG), 21m 33.0s; 3, Walter Robertson (2.0 Ford Escort- 
BDG), 21m 33.88; 4, Arthur Collier (5.0 Skoda-Chev), 21m 34.0s; 5, David Hall (1.3 Imp), 21m 35.68; 6, Fintan 


Cunningham (1.3 Mini), 22m 44.68. 


Heat 1 (10 laps): 1, Hill, 10m 43.0s, 69.42mph; 2, Niven, 10m 45.08; 3, Collier, 10m 45.28; 4, Robertson, 
10m 45.88; 5, Hall, 10m 46.68; 6, Cunningham, 11m 17.8s. Fastest lap: Robertson, 1m 02.88, 71.08mph 


1300 Class: Hall, 1m 03.0s, 70.86mph (record). 


Heat 2 (10 laps): 1, Hill, 10m 37.48, 70.05mph; 2, Niven, 10m 48.0s; 3, Robertson, 10m 48.0s; 4, Collier, 
10m 48.08; 5, Hall, 10m 49.03; 6, Cunningham, 11m 26.8s. Fastest lap: Hill, 1m 02.48, 71.S4mph. 

Formula Vee/Clubmans B (10 laps): 1, Richie Conroy (Gryphon C73/4), 11m 49.6s, 62.91mph; 2, Ned 
Dickenson (Sheane-VW), 12m 22.08; 3, Mick Merrigan (Sheane-VW), 12m 23.43; 4, Edwin Rynhart (Sheane- 
VW), 12m 49.88; 5, ivan Sheane (Sheane-VW), 9 laps; 6, John Alvey (Sheane-VW), 9 laps. Fastest lap: 


Conroy, 1m 08.6s, 65.07mph. 


Prodsaloons (10 laps): 1, Frank O'Rourke (Opel Commodore Coupe GS/E), 12m 30.0s, 59.52mph; 2, Ray 
Moore (Opel Commodore Coupe GS/E), 12m 34.68; 3, Larry Mooney (Audi 80 GTE), 12m 59.48; 4, Russell 
Connell (Ford Capri 3000GT), 13m 11.28; 5, Derek Shortall (Audi 80 GTE), 13m 11.4; 6, Ken Fildes (Citroen 
GSX2), 13m 39.4s. Fastest lap: O'Rourke, 1m 13.6s, 60.65mph. (results subject to official confirmation, 


pending appeal against disqualification of Shortall). 


Modsaloons/G1 (10 laps): 1, David Hall (imp), 10m 59.88, 67.66mph; 2, Fintan Cunningham (Mini), 11m 
09.48; 3, Cyril McCabe (Mini), 11m 29.2; 4, Mick Dillon (Mini), 11m 33.88; 5, Leslie Dallas (Mini), 11m 51.0s; 6, 
T. P. O’Brien (Mini), 9 laps. Fastest lap: Hall, 1m 05.28, 68.47mph. Grp 1 (9 laps): 1, Frank O'Rourke (Opel 
Commodore Coupe GS/E), 11m 12.28, 59.77mph; 2, Derek Shortall (Audi 80 GTE), 12m 00.2s; 3, Russell 


Connell (Ford Capri 3000GT), 12m 00.2s. 


Formula Ford, Heat 1 (10 laps): 1, Trevor Templeton (Crossié 32F), 10m 46.68, 69.04mph; 2, P. J. Fallon 
(Crossié 30F), 10m 54.48; 3, Mick Roe (Royale RP21), 11m 00.2s; 4, Matt Dunne (Royale RP24), 11m 10.68; 
5, Noel Lennon (Crossié 20F), 11m 11.48; 6, Maurice Dunne (Lotus 61), 11m 16.48. Fastest lap: Templeton, 


1m 03.88, 69.97mph. 


Heat 2 (10 laps): 1, Ken Acheson (Crossié 32F), 10m 43.6s, 69.36mph; 2, Joey Greenan (Royale RP24), 
10m 46.68; 3,Brendan McKenna (Crossié 30F), 10m 53.0s; 4, Vivian Candy (Crossié 30F), 10m 53.4s; 5, 
Arnie Black (Crossié 25F), 10m 55.48; 6, Dave Griffin (Royale RP21), 11m 01.0s. Fastest lap: Acheson, 


McKenna, Candy, 1m 03.48, 70.41mph. 


Final (15 laps): 1, Greenan, 16m 24.2s, 68.04mph; 2, Candy 16m 24.28; 3, McKenna 16m 27.68; 4, Black 
16m 32.6s; 5, Ken Acheson (Crossié 32F), 16m 32.6s; 6, Fallon 16m 36.8s. Fastest lap: Roe, 1m 03.4s, 


70.41mph. 


Modsports (10 laps): 1, Morgan Dempsey (MG Midget), 11m 11.0s, 66.53mph; 2, Harold Hagan (MG), 
11m 13.48; 3, Brian Tuite (MG), 11m 19.48; 4, Liam Plower (MG), 11m 20.0s; 5, Peter Fitzpatrick (MG), 11m 
39.68; 6, Conor Nolan (MG), 12m 04.88. Fastest lap: Dempsey, 1m 06.0s, 67.64mph. 

Formula Atlantic (15 laps): 1, Patsy McGarrity (Chevron B39), 14m 23.28, 77.57mph; 2, Harold McGarrity 
(Chevron B27), 14m 24.0s; 3, Eddie Jordan (March 74B), 14m 25.0s; 4, Derek Shortall (Chevron B29), 14m 
27.68; 5, John Pollock (Chevron B29), 15m 01.88; 6, Tom O'Leary (Brabham BT40), 15m 05.0s. Fastest lap: 


Shortall, 55.8s, 80.00mph. 
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Luyendijk into lead 


At Nurburgring last Sunday, Axel Plan- 
kenhorn was once again on pole. posi- 
tion for a round of the VW-Castrol 
European Formula Super Vee cham- 
pionship, sharing the front row with 
Tibor Meray’s Veemax. Arie Luyen- 
dijk, the Lola-mounted Dutchman who 
won all three European series FSV 
counters held in Britain this year, was 
third quickest from the experienced 
Manfred Trint (Lola). None of the 
British drivers ventured to the ‘Ring, 
the reasons being that they prefer to 
race on the full Eifelrennen circuit and 
that a European West Zone meeting 
took place at Zandvoort on the same 
day. 

The race started fine, but as Planken- 
horn’s Lola T7326 raced out ahead (as is 
his normal procedure) the dark clouds 
gathered overhead, a howling wind 
gained strength and the rain, which 
started gently, became much heavier. 
By the fourth lap, Trint and Veemax 
drivers Juha Varjosaari and Jean Jo- 
hansson were chasing Plankenhorn and 
Meray hard but making little impres- 


sion on their 200yds lead. 

Meray overtook the gold Warsteiner- 
Lola on the 12th tour, although Axel 
was able to reclaim the lead four laps 
later when the track became more test- 
ing still. Meray succumbed to the condi- 
tions on lap 19, promoting Luyendijk to 
second ahead of Trint and Patrick 
Studer (Lola), with Lola trio Daniel. 
Herregods, Helmut Lenz and Jiirg Vogt 
dicing mightily behind until the track 
became awash. 


Luyendijk made his move three laps 
from the finish having thrown caution 
to the wind at the Nordkehre, accelerat- 
ing round the outside to lead over the 
line for the last three laps with scant 
regard for the conditions and defeating 
Plankenhorn by 1.2secs. Third was 
Studer, who drove steadily throughout 
and did particularly well to fend off 
Trint, Lenz and Herregods in the 
process. 


Luyendijk’s win has given him a two- 
point lead in the championship, with 
126pts to Plankenhorn’s 124. 


Julian Fack and Meg Marion Mercend | in jolly mood . 


No nanic 


Spectators staggered breathlessly away 
from Clipston last Sunday after one of 
the most exciting trials most aficionados 
can remember. The course was set in a 
grassy valley which was bone dry and 
hence very grippy. The Northampton & 
DCC aided by Rent-a-Hill had set out 
ten hills which were very narrow and 
mostly new even to the regulars. 

At lunch, after one round there was 
little hint of the battle to come as Jack 
Pearce led with 21 from Robin Jager 
(24), John Benson (31) and Gordon 
Jackson (33). Peter Dibble, going ex- 
cellently on 40, was just behind Julian 
Fack. 

After lunch the battle was really 
joined in this RAC and Semperit/ 
BTRDA qualifying round. At the end 
of the second circuit it was Robin Jager 
ahead on 31 from John Benson on 38. 
Pearce had been caught out by a slight 
shower of rain which made Hill 4 greasy 
for a few minutes: he struggled for 
adhesion and that was 10 points lost. 
Behind the lead trio was Gordon Jack- 
son on 48 while Peter Dibble had now 
caught and passed Julian Fack. Both 
these were well clear of 7th man 
Charles Pollard, who headed the 
throngs of Midlanders having their first 


s Rania 


outing of the season. 

And so to the last pas round. 
Pearce pulled it all together again, 
didn’t panic and cruised round in just 7 
points. It was just sufficient to head the 
list by one tiny point from Robin Jager 
who had a heartbreaking 9 at a hill he 
really should have cleaned and a 6 when 
he tried to go over a small tussock of 
grass instead of round it. At the very 
last hill, John Benson, who had seemed 
set for victory, scored a 7 and that was 
it. 

When there was time to breathe 
again the followers saw that Peter Dib- 
ble had held on to his fine fifth spot— 
his best ever placing ahead of many of 
the stars. But perhaps the luckiest driv- 
er of the day was Ivor Portlock who was 
driving between sections when a specta- 
tor noticed a bolt fall off the car. It 
turned out to hold virtually the whole 
front suspension together and was the 
work of a moment to fix. 


1, Jack Pearce/Brenda Pearce (Kincraft), 48 pts; 
2, Robin Jager/Betty Sheldon (Facksimile), 49; 3, 
John Benson/Shelia Benson (Jabs), 51; 4, Gordon 
Jackson/Peggy Jackson (Ibex), 58; 5, Peter 
Dibbie/Roy Harris (Leyspec), 66; 6, Jullan Fack/Meg 
Marion (impunity), 70; 7, Tony Harrison/Peggy Harri- 
son (Kincraft), 85; 8, Charles Pollard/Margaret Pol- 
lard (Kincraft) 86. 


57 


Norman conquest 


With the choice of attending a National 
Hill Climb, several autocross meetings 
and a racing event on September 1 it 
was no surprise that an unusually small 
crowd came to Ingliston. 

Nine up-to-1-litre saloons faced the 
starter for the first 10 lap part of the 
SMT Trophy race, being led off by pole 
car, the Drambuie Imp of Ian Forrest, a 
moment at the hairpin dropping this 
and the Sportstune Accessories car dri- 
ven by David Ogilvy behind the 
McLeod Homes Imp of Jim 
McGaughey who held his advantage to 
the flag. Behind, Bill Thompson held 
sway over the Roy Knowles (Imp) and 
Ricky Gauld (Stiletto), this trio dicing 
for fourth place. 

The 12-lapper for Sports and Mod- 
sports promised well until leaders 
Kenny Allen (Mallock Mk17) and Tony 
Charnell (Lola 212) eliminated them- 
selves on lap two. David Philp in the 
DB Racing Chevron B26/31 took com- 
mand, from Laurence Jacobsen in the 
Cuthbertson’s Dairies Chevron B23, 
and John Mackie who soon slotted his 
Gryphon T/C into second place fol- 
lowed by Jim Baird (Chevron B23) who 
had Jim Stevenson (Mallock Mki7B) 
hard on his tail and intent to improve 
his position after overhauling the Agra 
Elan of John Fyda. This he did holding 
on to a fine third place to the flag. 

Despite the Volkswagen Coupe of 
Colin Hawker not appearing, Mick Hill 
(5.0 VW Beetle-Chevrolet) more than 
made up for this with his constant 
challenge on Walter Robertson who led 
the ten-lap, over-1-litre special saloon 
thrash. Behind, Doug Niven worked 
hard in the Border Reivers/ Scotch Beef 
Escort BDG, having to contend with 
Bill Dryden in the Toleman/SMT Fir- 
enza who psyched Niven on to the oily 
line at the lefthander and shot through 
on the inside to third. Colin Simpson 
(Escort) did well to fend off an on-form 
Jim Dryden in the Mae Longman Mini, 
while 3sec in arrears Jimmy Pinkerton 
(Mini) was the only other driver to 
complete the race distance. 

From a full field of Formula Fords, 
Stu Lawson shot his Edinburgh Flying 
Services Hawke DL19 from row two 
ahead of front row men Geo Franchitti 
and Cameron Binnie, no doubt incur- 


ring their ire as well as a 10secs penalty. 
As Binnie applied the pressure, Fran- 
chitti pulled off and the Royale RP21 
reeled in Lawson on the greasy track 
while, some way behind, Bernard 
Hunter (Van Diemen) held a lonely 
third place from Roy Low (Crosslé 
25F), David Duffield (Old Court Whis- 
ky Dulon MP17) and the Fortrum Farm 
Chemicals Crosslé of Robin Simpson. 
Low eventually succumbed to the black 
flag as did Lambert whose Van Diemen 
engine was blowing out oil. All this 
elevated Bryan Gowans to sixth place 
in his ageing Hawke DL12. 

Rod Birley (3.0 Capri) assumed com- 
mand of the prodsaloon event, pulling 
away from the large field led by the 
Hope Scott Dolomite Sprint in the 
hands of Andrew Jeffrey who resisted 
the pressure from Belfast driver Ray 
Moore (Opel Commodore), especially 
when Birley pulled his sick Capri off 
after nine laps. Meanwhile Ralph Hal- 
ley and Graham Birrell (Opel Kadetts) 
had got the better of the Mazda of Vic 
Covey and had been joined by the 


Clock. Graham Birrell, never one to 
miss a trick, sneaked through on the 
inside to annex third place and a new 
class lap record. 

Lap record holder Norman Dickson 
in his March 772 dominated the Libre 15 
laps leaving Bob Rollo, Iain ‘McLaren 
and Andy Barton to fight out the re- 
maining places, with the Chevron B23 
of Laurence Jacobsen taking up station 
behind ‘to finish a lap in arrears. Alan 
Sharpe at last got a complete race in the 
DB Racing Chevron B26/31 and took 
sixth place with Ted Dzierzek (Ensign) 
next up. 

The closing event found Mick Hill 
taking a firm grip on the 15-lap special 
saloons final easing away from Walter 
Robertson with Bill Dryden and Doug 
Niven hustling along just behind. This 
quartet hauled away from the rest led 
by the Mini of Jim Dryden with Jim 
Pinkerton taking station behind and 
small saloon victor Jim McGaughey this 
time having to give best to Ian Forrest 
and Roy Knowles. On the closing laps, 
as the high speed quartet up front were 
busily lapping backmarkers, Doug 
Niven contacted a Mini on the ap- 
proach to Caravan, collapsing his off- 
side front wheel and ending the race for 
both cars, fortunately without damage 
to either driver. 


Graham and Morton Toyota Celica of 
A. Reid, that is until Halley waltzed at 


BILL HENDERSON 
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SMT Trophy Race (Part 1) for Special Saloons up to 1000cc (10 laps): 1, Jim McGauchay (Hillman Imp), 
9m 40.28, 63.91mph; 2, lan Forrest (Imp), 9m 42.38; 3, Roy Knowles (imp), 9m 52.48; 4, Bill Thomson (imp), 
9m 53.28; 5, Ricky Gauld (Sunbeam Stiletto), 9m 53.48; 6, Eric Paterson (Mini), 10m 20.6s. Fastest lap: 
Forrest, 55.6secs, 66.45mph. 

Scottish Motor Racing Club Race for sports and modsports (12 laps): 1, David Philp (2.0 Chevron 
B26/31), 10m 09.28, 73.04mph; 2, John Mackie (1.6 Gryphon T/C), 10m 28.88; 3, Jim Stevenson (1.6 Mallock 
17B), 10m 36.68; 4, Jim Baird (1.9 Chevron B23), 10m 37.68; 5, John Fyda (1.6 Elan), 10m 40.6s; 6, Reg 
Forester-Smith (1.6 Magnum), 10m 56.6s. Sports Cars: 1, Philp; 2, Baird; 3, Laurence Jacobsen (2.0 
Chevron B23). Fastest lap: Philp and Baird, 48.4s, 76.61mph. Modsports: 1, Fyda; 2, John Kirk (1.2 Davrian 
MKS); 3, Ken Shade (1.6 Lotus Seven). Fastest lap: Fyda. 52.2s, 71.03mph. Clubman Cars: 1, Mackie; 2, 
Stevenson; 3, Forester-Smith. Fastest lap: Mackie, 50.6s, 73.28mph. 

SMT Trophy Race (Part 2) for Special Saloons over 1000cc (10 laps): 1, Mick Hill (5.0 V8 Beetle), 8m 
40.6s, 69.15mph; 2, Walter Robertson (2.0 Ford Escort), 8m 40.9s; 3, Bill Dryden (2.5 Vauxhall Firenza 
Ecosse), 8m 47.08; 4, Doug Niven (2.0 Ford Escort BDG), 8m 52.0s; 5, Colin Simpson (Ford Escort), 9m 
22.88; 6, Jim Dryden (1.3 Mini), 9m 23.0s. Over 1300cce: 1, Hill; 2, Robertson; 3, Dryden. Fastest lap: Hill, 
50.88; 72.99mph. 1001-1300ce: 1, J. Dryden; 2, Jimmy Pinkerton (1.3 Mini Cooper ‘S'); 3, R. L. Milne (1.3 Mini 
Cooper ‘S'). Fastest lap: Dryden, 55.0s, 67.42mph. 

The Drakkar Race for Formula Ford 1600 cars (15 laps): 1, Cameron Binnie (Royale Minister RP21), 
13m 34.28, 68.31mph; 2, Stu Lawson (Hawke-Smith DL19), 13m 42.48; 3, Bernard Hunter (Van Diemen- 
Minister), 13m 48.08; 4, Robin Simpson (Crossié-Rowland 25F), 13m 50.88; 5, David Duffield (Dulon-Rowland 
MP17), 13m 50.88; 6, Bryan Gowans (Hawke-Scholar DL12), 13m 52.68. Fastest lap: Binnie, 53.2s, 
69.70mph. 

Shell Race for Production Saloons (12 laps): 1, Andrew Jeffrey (2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint), 12m 
55.68, 57.37mph; 2, Ray Moore (3.0 Opel Commodore GSE), 12m 56.08; 3, Graham Birrell (2.0 Opel Kadett 
GTE), 13m 06.6s; 4, Ralph Halley (2.0 Opel Kadett GTE), 13m 07.98; 5, G. Reid (1.6 Toyota Celica GT), 13m 
08.8s; 6, Arch Cromar (2.0 Alfa Romeo 2000 GTV), 13m 10.2s. Over 2000cc: 1, Moore; 2, Vic Covey (2.3 
Mazda RX2 Coupe); 3, Rod Birley (3.0 Ford Capri Il) (9 laps). Fastest lap: Birley, 62.8s, 59.04mph. Up to 
2000cc: 1, Jeffrey; 2, Birrell; 3, Halley. Fastest lap: Birrell, 62.88, 59.04mph (record). 

The Heron Race for Libre Cars (15 laps): 1, Norman Dickson (2.0 March 772), 11m 42.7s, 79.15mph; 2, 
Bob Rollo (1.6 March 75B), 12m 09.78; 3, lain McLaren (2.0 Chevron B35), 12m 12.48; 4, Andy Barton (2.0 
Sana JTB2), 12m 15.58; 5, Laurence Jacobsen (2.0 Chevron B23), 11m 46.0s (14 laps); 6, Alan Sharpe (2.0 
Chevron B26/31), 11m 56.48 (14 laps).Fastest lap: Dickson, 46.0s, 80.61mph. 

SMT Trophy Race for special saloons (final) (15 laps): No Results Available. 


OULTON PARK 


The BARC promote one of their inter- 
esting northern meetings at the popular 
Cheshire circuit on Saturday. The main 
race of the day is the qualifier for the 
British Air Ferries FF2000 series with 
support from Formula Junior, club- 
mans, special saloons, production 
saloons and the club’s own Formule 
libre and modsports championships. 
Practice is in the morning with racing 
from 1.30pm. 


DONINGTON 


The 759 MC organise their annual Six- 
hour Relay race at Donington on Satur- 
day. Normally, of course, the meeting 
is held at Silverstone, but due to resur- 
facing work this year it has been moved 
to Tom Wheatcroft’s circuit at the last 
minute. Practice for the team relay 
meeting starts at 9am with racing from 
noon, See Sports Extra. 


BRANDS HATCH 


The BRSCC promote another of their 
national championship events at the 
Kent circuit this Sunday. Single-seaters 
are represented by a round of the Kent 
Messenger FF1600 championship with 
supporting races for Hitachi special 
saloons, Debenhams Escorts, Elf Re- 
nault 5s, Leyland Mini 850s and 1000s. 
Practice from 9.30am with racing fol- 
lowing at 2pm. 


CROFT 


The BRSCC Northern Centre organise 
a seven-race programme at Croft on 
Sunday. Races are for Leyland 
1275GTs, Troy special saloons, Skipton 
Finance prodsports, and the club’s own 
FF1600, Formule libre and modsports 
championships. Racing starts at 2.45pm 
with practice from noon. 


LYDDEN 


TEAC are in charge once again for 
Sunday’s race meeting which features 
seven races with practice from 12.30pm 
and racing from 2pm. Among the races 
featured are events for FF1600, special 
saloons, Formula Vee and Mini 7s. 


ternational events 


Event 
San Remo Rally—World Championship for Make: 


Oct 5/8 Ita! 1s 

Oct 9 usecechress Canadian Grand Prix—World Championship for Drivers & Manufacturers round 16 

Oct 9 Vallelunga, Italy European F3 Championship 

Oct 9 Hockenheim, Germany World Championship of Makes (G5) 

Oct 9 Jarama, Spain European Touring Car Championship (G2) 

Oct 9 Charlotte, USA National 500 (NASCAR) 

ou . Laguna, USA F Atlantic, G2-4 

Japan G6 
Event Status Club Detalla 
ua Park, nr Tarporley, Cheshire Race Meeting R BARC (NW) BAF FF2000, F Junior, F Libre, Clubmans, Special Saloons, 

Production Saloons, Modsports. 

Oct 8 Donington Park, nr Castle Donington, Derby Race Meeting R 750 MC _ 6 Hour Relay 

Oct 8 Albemarle Barracks, Newcastle Sprint R Tynemouth & DMSC 13.30 Albemarle Sprint 

Oct 8 Glenrothes, Scotland Rally cp Glenrothes MSC 11.00 Kingdom Farm Stages Rally 

Oct 8 Bovington Airfield Rally cp Harrow CC - Winnie Rally 

Oct 8 Harthill Service Area, M74 (MR65/8994648}) Rally cP Lanarkshire CC 20.01 Pothunter Rally 

Oct 8 Bulls Head Inn, Shenstone, nr Lichfield Rally R Shenstone & DCC 08.00 Buxton Trophy Rally 

Oct 8/9 Dorchester, Dorset Rally R Farnborough & DMC 24.00 Summer Sort Out Stages Rally 

Oct 8/9 Britvic Factory, Westway, Chelmsford (MR167/694056) Rally R Cheimsford MC 21.30 Britvic Rally 

Oct 8/9 Two Dale Service Station, Darley, Derbys (MR119/2776263)| Rally c MCC _ Edinburgh Trial 

Oct 8/9 . Nantgarw Garage (MR170/120851) Rally R Pontypridd AC - Ar-Hyd-Y-Nos Rally 

Oct 9 Croft, nr Darlington, Co Durham Race Meeting R BRSCC (NC) 14.45 FF1600, Special Saloons, F Libre Production Sports, Modsports, 
Mini 1275s, Ciubmans, MG T Types 

Oct 9 Brands Hatch, nr Fawkham, Kent Race Meeting R BRSCC FF1600, Debenhams Escorts, Renault 5, Special Saloons, Mini 
850/1000 

Oct 9 Lydden Hill nr Canterbury, Kent Race Meeting R TEAC FF1600, Mini 7, F Vee, Special Saloons 

Oct 9 Riveracre Road, Hooton Village, Wirral, Cheshire Autocross R Liverpool MC Esso Pioneer Charity Autocross 

Oct 9 Oldtown Farm, Peterculter, Aberdeenshire Production Trial cP Aberdeen & DMC - 

Oct 9 Goodwood, nr Chichester Sprint R BARC ACSMC, NSC Championships 

Oct 9 Crostwaite, nr Kendal (MR 89/446915) Sporting Trial R Westmorland MC Quirk Trophy Trial 

Oct 9 Lansdown, Bath (MR156/722698) Sporting Trial R Bristol MC & LCC Roy Feddon Trophy Tria—RAC & Semperit/BTRDA Trials 


Secretaries of the Meeting are requested to send details of all forthcoming events to Miss Linda McRae, Autosport Editorial, Haymarket Publishing, 76 Dean Street, London W1A 1BU 
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McClelland sweeps |AMOC 


all before 


Tipperary-born Londoner David 
McClelland splashed his way to the big 
prize money at a rain-drenched Duck- 
hams Formula Ford Festival at Mon- 
dello Park on August 21. 

McClelland took his Crosslé 30F to a 
comfortable Heat 1 win over P. J. 
Fallon in a similar Crosslé. Joey 
Greenan (Martin Donnelly Royale 
RP24) scored a one second win over 
Gary Gibson’s Crosslé 32F in Heat 2; 
and, in Heat 3, Trevor Templeton’s 
Crosslé 32F finished well in front of the 
Marlboro Team Ireland 30F of Vivian 
Candy. 

Greenan jumped into an immediate 
lead in the 15-lap final, and Gary 
Gibson caused consternation by revolv- 
ing his Crosslé 32F in the middle of the 
first lap traffic chaos at Shell. At the 
end of lap 1, the order was Greenan, 
Templeton and McClelland, with Ken 
Acheson (32F) down in eighth place but 
making up ground rapidly and steadily 
to close on the dice for second spot. By 
lap 5 Gibson was up to sixth but he 
tangled with Candy which sidelined the 
Marlboro Crosslé and he again spun 
himself out of contention. On the same 
lap; McClelland slipped past Temple- 
ton to slot into second spot. On lap 10 
Greenan slowly spun it all away at 
Dunlop, dropping back to fourth be- 
hind new leader McClelland and the 
dicing pair of Templeton and Acheson. 
Acheson finally found a way past 
Templeton and, within three laps, 
pulled out 5.6secs but it all came too 
late to effectively challenge McClelland 
who went on to score a well deserved 
victory. For his drive through the field 
Acheson was awarded the Ford Star of 
The Meeting. Templeton finished third 
in front of a disappointed Greenan, Jim 
Walsh took fifth in the Mondello 
School Royale RP21 and best South- 
erner was Michael Clifford (Crosslé 
32F). 

Once again the Atlantics provided all 
the excitement. Patsy McGarrity 
(Chevron B39) led the pack into Shell, 
only to carry straight on and rejoin the 
race off the grass in last place; Eddie 
Jordan (March 74B) took a wide line 
around the outside, and Des Donnelly 
(Modus M3) chopped off Derek Shor- 
tall (Chevron B29) to come out of the 
hairpin in the lead. On lap 3, McGarrity 
went off at Duckhams, bending a front 
wishbone and putting the B39 out of the 
race, the reason for this, and his first 
lap nonsense, being a punctured left 
front tyre. The order established itself 
with Donnelly holding a good lead over 
Jordan and Richard Parsons (Chevron 
B20) with Shortall driving a subdued 
race back in a lonely fourth position. 


ts 


McGarrity—straight on and out. 


Parsons passed Jordan’s misfiring 
March on lap 10 and two laps later he 
pulled back 4.8secs to close right up on 
Donnelly and power into the lead. 
Donnelly, slowed by an incorrectly 
grooved offside rear tyre that came 
hand-cut from Goodyear, dropped 
back as the car dived badly under 
braking on the water-logged track. Par- 
sons, the new Ulster Hillclimb Cham- 
pion, pressed on in most impressive 
style to beat Donnelly by 20.6secs. 
Jordan’s misfire put him out with ony 
two laps to go and Shortall inherited 
third place, over a minute behind 
Parsons. 


Of the supporting races there was 
little in the way of close dicing, but in 
the modsports event Peter Fitzpatrick 
pipped Morgan Dempsey on the last lap 
to take second place behind Harold 
Hagan’s similar MG Midget, setting 
fastest lap in the process. With Ray 
Moore’s similar Opel missing on this 
occasion, Frank O’Rourke had it all his 
own way to win the prodsaloons race 
with his Commodore Coupe GS/E, 
beating the Audi 80GTE of 
Mooney and the little Citroen GSX2 of 
Ken Fildes. David Hall performed his 
customary runaway exhibition with the 
Team P. R. Reilly 1.3 Imp in the 
modsaloons race and the vintage handi- 
cap was won by the MG Magnette of 


Tom Story. 
BRIAN FOLEY 


Formule Ford, Heat 1 (7 laps): 1, David McClelland (Crossié 30F), 9m 25.68, 55.25mph; 2, P. J. Fallon 
(Crossié 30F) 9m 29.6s; 3, Michael Clifford (Crosslé 32F), 9m 31.28. Fastest lap: McClelland, 1m 17.83, 


57.38mph. 


Heat 2: 1, Joey Greenan (Royale RP24), 9m 11.85, 56.65mph; 2, Gary Gibson (Crossié 32F), 9m 12.6s; 3, 
Richie Conroy (Gryphon C73/4), 9m 27.4s. Fastest lap: Gibson, 1m 17.48, 57.67mph. 

Heat 3: 1, Trevor Templeton (Crossié 32F), 9m 07.0s, 57.13mph; 2, Vivian Candy (Crossié 30F), 9m 14.68; 
3, Colin Lees (Van Diemen), 9m 16.48 Fastest lap: Jim Waish (Royale RP21), 1m 17.0s, 57.97mph. 

Prodsaioons (10 laps): 1, Frank O'Rourke (Ope! Commodore Coupe GS/E), 14m 47.48, 50.30mph; 2, 
Larry Mooney (Audi 80GTE), 14m 59.8s; 3, Ken Fildes (Citroen GSX2), 15m 22.6s; 4, Russell Connell (Ford 
Capri 3000GT), 15m 35.6s; 5, Simon Broadhead (Ford Escort RS2000), 15m 36.8s; 6, Dermot Faulkner 
(BMW 2002Ti), 9 laps. Fastest lap: O'Rourke, 1m 25.4s, 52.27mph. 


Formula Atlantic (15 laps): 1, Richard Parsons 


(Chevron B20), 17m 58.0s, 62.12mph; 2, Des Donnelly 


(Modus M3), 18m 18.6s; 3, Derek Shortall (Chevron B27), 18m 58.48; 4, Tom O'Leary (Brabham BT40), 14 


laps. Fastest lap: Donnelly, 1m 08.2s, 65.45mph 


Modsports (10 laps): 1, Harold Hagan (MG Midget), 13m 07.0s, 56.72mph; 2, Peter Fitzpatrick (MG 
Midget), 13m 14.28; 3, Morgan Dempsey (MG Midget), 13m 14.48; 4, Brian Tuite (MG Midget), 13m 34.6s; 5, 
Liam Plower (MG Midget), 13m 56.0s; 6, Conor Nolan (MG Midget), 14m 09.0s Fastest lap: Fitzpatrick, 1m 


16.2s, 58.58mph. 


Modsaloons/G1/Min! 850 (10 laps): 1, David Hall (1.3 Imp), 13m 07.2s, 56.71mph; 2, Fintan Cunningham 
(1.3 Mini), 18m 22.68; 3, Michael Dillon (1.3 Mini), 13m 37.0s; 4, Frank O'Rourke (2,8 Opel Commodore 
Coupe GS/E), 14m 23.6s; 5, Richie Heeley (Ford Escort FS2000), 9 laps; 6, Larry Mooney (1.6 Audi 80GSE), 
9 laps. Fastest lap: Hall, 1m 16.8s, 58.13mph. Class winners: Ed Murray (1.0 Imp-Ford); Colin Craig (Mini 


850); Hall; O'Rourke. 


Formula Ford Final (15 laps): 1, McClelland, 19m 41.4s, 56.68mph; 2, Ken Acheson (Crossié 32F), 19m 
43.68; 3, Templeton 19m 49.2s; 4, Greenan 20m 03.0s; 5, Walsh 20m 04.6s; 6, Clifford 20m 05.8s Fastest 


jap: McClelland, 1m 16.8s, 58.13mph. 


Vintage Handicap (7 laps): 1, Tom Story (MG Magnette), 11m 27.6s, 43.87mph; 2, David Dunn (Lagonda 


LG45 Rapide), 11m 38.8s; 3, Frank Cassidy (Alfa Romeo Zagato), 11m 57.8s. Fastest lap: Dunn, 1m 29.6s, 


49.82mph. 


overflow. 
for sprint 


The Aston Martin Owners Club were 
again overflowing with entries to their 
second sprint meeting at Curborough 
on September 25. 

Fastest time went, not unexpectedly, 
to Dave Preece in his very lightweight 
DB4 who returned 37.59s when he had 
to hurry a bit to stay in front of Oliver 
Walker’s modified E Type Jaguar 
(38.07). Both times were set in the 
biggest class of the day and two other 
competitors were very close to Walker. 
Robin Rew did 38.34 in his Sabre 6 and 
just pipped Richard Colton in one of his 
stable of Ferraris, this model being the 
250LM (38.62). Rew went on to take 
the historic class with the same car 
being a fraction slower but still 0.2sec 
ahead of Patrick Phelan in a similar 
machine. 

Earlier in the meeting Preece had 
taken the modified Aston Martin class 
in 38.57 but Craig Dent did an extreme- 
ly creditable 39.90 in his DB5 which is 
very much more standard than the 
Preece machine. Back at the start of 
proceedings Derek Edwards found 
more than a second to beat Nick Mason 
in their private battle with a pair of 1935 
Ulster models and in the 18 strong class 
for DB4, DB5, DB6 and V8’s David 
Ellis (V8), just pipped Malcolm Mac- 
Gregor’s DBS Vantage with Tim Webb 
a very close third in another DBS. 

The vintage and veteran class pro- 
duced 13 runners and Peter Woodley 
(Alvis Sports) beat Mike Zimmerman 
(MG N) by a short head and in the 
sports racing car class Barry Salmon 
(Lotus 7) was a fraction quicker than 
Ken Heywood (Elva Courier). 

In the two handicaps Dave Ellis (As- 
ton Martin V8) headed Ray Mayo 
(DB2) and, in the ladies handicap, Miss 
Linda Brown triumphed with her Aston 
Martin Le Mans over Mrs Lindy Mason 


in a similar motor car. 

BTD: D. Preece (Aston Martin DB4), 37.59. 

Class winners: D. Edwards (AM Ulster), 45.148; 
FR. Mayo (DB2), 43.568; D. Ellis (V8), 39.918; D. 
Preece (DB4), 38.578; P. Woodley (Alvis Sports), 
43.868; B. Salmon (Lotus 7), 40.82s; O. Walker 
(Jaguar E Type), 38.07s; R. Rew (Reliant Sabre), 
38.718; D. Ellis (V8); Miss L. Brown (Le Mans). 


@ The BARC Yorkshire Centre pre- 
sented a number of season-long awards 
after the final Guyson BARC round at 
Harewood. The trophies went to: Roy 
Lane (Yorkshire Post Trophy—Fastest 
Time of the Season); Malcolm Dung- 
worth (Jack Farrer Trophy—Fastest 
Yorkshire resident); Peter Garland 
(Appleyard Group Trophy—Fastest 
Marque Sports); David Garnett (Ar- 
nold Burton Trophy—Fastest Sports 
Racing); Neville Robinson (Richard 
Sutherland Trophy—Fastest Produc- 
tion Sports); Terry Tattam (Wallace 
Arnold Trophy—Fastest Touring Car); 
Charles Barter (Total Trophy—Best 
Saloon improvement on existing re- 
cord); Neville Robinson (Scrutineers 
Trophy—Most consistently well-pre- 
sented car). 


@ One of the oldest trophies in the 
Harrow CC—the Moss Trophy, pre- 
sented by Alfred Moss—was won last 
Sunday by John Larkin when he took 
BTD at the club’s Moss Trophy auto- 
tests at the Heston Service Area on the 
M4. Larkin, in his usual Clubman GT, 
completed the 16 tests in 587.0s, this 
total including a pylon penalty on the 
fifth exercise. 

BTD: J. Larkin (Clubman GT), 587.0s. 

Class winners: A. Longhurst (Mini Cooper), 
660.3s; P. Barker (Mini 1293), 770.4s; J. Calton 
(Mexico), 635.78; M. Halliday (Sprite), 640.2s. 


Esso Uniflo 
special 
saloons | 


Peter Baldwin: overall and Class D 
champion with Mini Clubman. Class 
winner 1976 and overall champion 
1974, - 


Es 


r with 


4 iss Me. 
Richard Long: Class D winne 
Chrysler Imp. 


Tony Sugden: Class B winner with 2- 
litre Ford Escort. 


{ 


David Enderby: Class E winner with 
Morris Mini. 


 b 
Colin Hawker: Class A winner with 
DFV-powered Volkswagen. 
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David Mercer: joint champion. 


BRSCC Modified 
Car 
mplonship 


= 


David Mercer 
Jon Fletcher 
Richard Gamble 
Steven Roberts 
John Wilmhurst 
John Bury 
Kelth Ashby 
Tony Wingrove 
Gordon Howie 
Paul Bermon 
etc 


Brush Fu 


}a11E~1 1 | =] Maro6 Croft 


| @| ~~] +a] | « Apr11 Castle Combe 
ro] o] | +o a Apr24 Brands Hatch 
«| +| o | | o May 22 Brands Hatch 


| am] | o| | | @ Jun06 Castile Combe 


COMNOAPO 


er 


Brush Fusegear 
Formula Ford 1600 
Championship 


Nigel Mansell 
Trevor van Rooyen 
Michael Roe 
Bernard Devaney 
Tom Wood 
Peter Morgan 
oe Pion 
ry t 
Yves Sarazin 
— Macleod 
ic 


S111 | Mar06 Siiverstone 
| SR | SS Mar 20 Sliverstone 


|o| =| 381 Apr1i Siiverstone 


na 
| | |+~B86Sis May 01 Brands Hatch 


@| #-o0| | § May 08 Thruxton 


| | +s @38 | May 14 Sliverstone 


SOON TPON> 


= 


AUTOSPORT, OCTOBER 6, 1977 


verstone 


Jaybrand County Leagu 


1a8l 11 | |» May 01 Sliverst 


a] | + pao8s May 14 
mloal | 1=| 8 May29 Sit 


segear FF1600 


Sliverstone 
verstone 
verstone 
verstone 
Sliverstone 


e 


20 
8 
10 


= 


| 1 #83881 1 & Sep04 Sliverstone 


11 1 Lasser Junoe sit 
on| | ARo| x Jun 19 Sil 
11 1 | | ®® | &8 Octot Sliverstone 


oo] |] 1368] Julo7 
wlelsly=Bs Aug 29 Sliverstone 


2 
2 


o% 


Jon Fletcher: joint champion. 
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After an epic season-long struggle that 
went right through to last Saturday’s 
final round, Birmingham’s Nigel Man- 
sell won the Brush Fusegear FF1600 
championship by one point—on the 
strength of Saturday’s fastest lap— 
from the South African Trevor van 
Rooyen. Mansell, who is supported by 
the McKecknie Racing Team, drives a 
works Crosslé entered by Abacus Mike 
Taylor Racing. Also on Saturday, 
Mansell contested the final round of 
the Vandervell F3 series, in which he 
finished fourth having run well up 
throughout with the front runners, 
which included Derek Warwick and 
Stephen South. 
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Tricentrol Car Group 
Clubmans Sports 
Championship 
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Alan Webb 
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Robin Henderson 
Martin White 
Chris Hill 
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Alan Webb: A class champion. 
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BRSCC (SW) FF1600 


Last Saturday 30-year-old David 
Wheeler clinched the BRSCC SW 
Castle Combe Formula Ford cham- 
pionship in a cliff-hanging final. In 
only his second season of racing the 
British Steel Corporation construction 
site manager from Kidderminster 
notched up his second victory of the 
year having led the 15-lap final all the 
way except for half of the last lap. 
Then Bill Shepherd’s rocketing Crosslé 
skittered past on the grass at Old 
Paddock in a__ heart-stopping 
manoeuvre but David realised that 


Shepherd was going to be docked 
10secs anyway for practising out of 
session. With ace engine-builder Peter 
Harris keeping Wheeler informed. of 
John Peters’s progress he knew the 
championship was his. The ex- 
Hawkridge chassis had been repaired 
after a major accident at Silverstone so 
David, his wife and Peter Harris were 
justifiably elated with the outcome. 
Incidentally, a Royale RP21 won the 
championship last year in the hands of 
David Toye. 


Varley Monoposto 


London-based PR man Peter Gillett 
had already sewn up this year’s Varley 
Batteries Monoposto Championship 
and could afford to be merely taking 
photographs at Donington last Sunday 
instead of competing in the final round. 
The real reason for his absence, how- 
ever, was that he had sold his ex-Nick 
Adams Dave Morgan-prepared engine 
from his Genie Mk 13 to Scotsman 
Andy Smith, who will be using the 
motor for the purpose for which it was 
originally built: clubmans racing. Peter 
has no definite plans for next year but 
hopes to move up into FF2000 where, 
on this year’s form, he should go very 
well. Previous winner of the Varley 
Batteries series was Alan Baillie, who 
scored a hat-trick from 1974-76. 
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Peter Gillett: a new champion. 
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Road-grabbing Formula 70 
can handle all the horsepower 
your car’s bred to deliver. 


Formula 70 radials. 

Wider, lower, power-profiled 
radials from Dunlop. 

Race and rally-bred for 
performance. 

And precision engineered to 
make the most of all your car has 
been built, bred or modded to 
deliver. 

Formula 70 muscle comes in 
an ever increasing range of sizes 
and your specialist Formula 70 
Centre can advise you on all the 
fitment facts and figures for 
your car. 


For the address of the Centre 
nearest you, call the telephone 
operator and ask for Freefone 4092. 
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FORMULA 


The Graunchy Grippers 


